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OWEVER good your advertising may have been 

today, tomorrow’s must be better if it is to 

forge ahead of that of your competitor.. The Sunday 

School Times offers you, as a producer, fifty-two 

tomorrows each year, in which, with ever increasing 

efficiency, to bring your product to the attention of 
the public. 




















Two Prayers 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


WAYWARD son and restless, 
With hot desires and passions ali athrill, 
Chafing and fretting ’gainst the laws of home 
And all the father’s will, 
Yearning to break the bonds, 
And, free as air, 
To seek life’s joy; 
And this the prayer, — 
“Give me, my father’: counting that so 
Life’s good things he shall know. . 


A hungry son and needy, °* 
With passion of repentance all athrill, 
Seeking his home, as slave to bow 
Beneath the father’s will, 
Yearning to be forgiven 
And enter there 
E’en in the lowest place; 
And this the prayer,— 
“Make me, my father”: knowing that so, 
And only so, life he shall know. 








Indians Abandoning Christianity 


“Intellectuals” are not the only ones being caught 
in the snare of Satan as he leads men away from 
Christ. A startling news item appeared in a recent 
issue of Time. On an Indian reservation not far from 
Montreal, two red chiefs addressed a federation of 
Indians known as the Six Nations, “and argued for 
the abandonment of Christianity. The Six Nations 
are a remnant, they are poor and they are despised 
by the whites, complained the leaders. Their present 
status, they said, began when the French Jesuits 
brought them Christianity. Of course the Indians, 
with little written knowledge of Canadian history, did 
not know that their subjection began, not with the 
coming of white priests, but with the appearance of 
white trappers, traders, merchants. For three days the 
reservation Indians debated in pow-wow. Then they 
voted to abandon Christianity, to revive the cult of 
the Great Spirit.” It is not enough for men to wor- 
Ship “the Great Spirit” as God, for there is no way 


of access to God except Christ, and those who have 
heard of the Saviour and reject him are lost indeed, 
“without Christ, having no hope, and without God in 
the world.” “Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” God has 
laid the evangelizing of the American Indians very 
specially upon the hearts of many Christian workers 
and some missionary leaders today, such as that in- 
trepid and indefatigable Field Secretary of the Pioneer 
Mission Agency, L. L. Legters, and the late Howard 
B. Dinwiddie, who worked with Mr. Legters in Cen- 
tral and South America. Is not this latest news of 
Indians in North America a fresh challenge and call 


to prayer? 
x 
Thomas E. Stephens and Watch Night 


Last year at this time Thomas E. Stephens, the 
Founder and Director of the Great Commission 
Prayer League, was calling the Chureh of Christ 
to Watch Night meetings of prayer to usher in the 
New Year. This beloved leader did not know that be- 
fore another year’s Watch Night meetings he would 
be in the presence of his Lord. He was used perhaps 
more than any other Christian of our generation to 
lay upon the Church the pressing burden and privilege 
of prayer for world-wide revival in the Body of Christ. 
Surely God would have us hear the voice of this man 
as of one who “being dead yet speaketh” in a renewed 
call to meet with fellow Christians for prayer as this 
year passes into the next. The Great Commission 
Prayer League, continuing its vital ministry, is again 
issuing a call to Watch Night meetings; and Mrs. 
Stephens is now writing a personal sketch of her loved 
husband's life and service, which is to appear in The 
Sunday School Times of December 24. It is hoped 
that thousands of churches, and many Christian 
workers, will plan to hold the usual Watch Night 


How German “Shepherds” 


at its conclusion, fell to reminiscing. One after 

another recalled his early years, his lack of 
knowledge and Christian experience, and how, by 
many and diverse ways, the heavenly Father brought 
him into a clear evangelical confession and contact 
with the Spirit’s enlightening, healing, and cleansing 
power. Pastor Modersohn of Blankenburg, in Thur- 
ingia, conceived the idea of gathering up these illum- 
inating little autobiographies and printing them for 
the help of pastors still in the bondage of rationalism. 

Here was one brought up as a boy in a home spir- 
itually dead. The pastor who taught him religion 
questioned the chief verities of the evangelical faith. 
When he reached the university he knew nothing of 
Christ, yet by some inner impulse, at that time inex- 
plicable to himself, he was led to abandon the study 
of medicine and take up theology. “My mother, who 
came of old lower-Rhenish pastor family, was right 
royally rejoiced over my decision, although at that 
time she, too, had no living knowledge of Jesus.” 

He was thus given over to liberal theology, and 
when some university feud broke out stoutly sided 
with the liberal faction. Later he heard the preach- 
ing of a Swiss evangelist and was mightily moved. 
His academic theology began to waver, although he 
had not yet discovered himself as a sinner. When, as 
theological student, he began to preach he was con- 
scious of his spiritual poverty, notwithstanding all his 
university accumulations. “What have you, anyway, 
to give to the people?” he would ask himself. The 
bondage to certain sins began to be realized. He was 
so wretched that, one day, he threw himself on the 
floor crying, “Lord, if thou livest, bring me in con- 
tact with men who live according to thy Word and 
who know thee!” 

The prayer was answered. He took up teaching in 
an academy. When calling on the housefather he was 
invited to family prayers. Never before had he taken 
part in common prayer and, when the housefather 


Tais were gathered at a little conference and, 





meetings — but with unusual power and blessing, and 
that these may prepare the way for observance of 
the Universal Week of Prayer, January 1-7. The 
last night of this year falls on a Saturday, making 
an impressive close to the old year as we step across 
the threshold of the New “upon the first day of the 
week, very early in the morning,” when our Lord was 
raised from the dead. 
as 


Dr. Kelly's Philadelphia Meetings 


God’s seal is on the ministry of that faithful wit- 
ness to the Word and the Gospel, Dr. Howard A, 
Kelly. The story of the great meetings in Buffalo, 
when the first Physicians’ Christian Association of 
nationwide scope was organized, was told in The Sun- 
day School Times of November 19. Now a similar 
series of meetings has been planned for Philadelphia 
by Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church. At five o’clock Friday afternoon, 
December 16, Dr. Kelly will hold a conference for 
medical students and physicians at the church. An 
invitation dinner at the City Club will follow, to which 
outstanding medical men and other guests will be in- 
vited. At a large meeting in the evening Dr. Kelly 
will speak on “Saint Luke, M.D.,” and to this meet- 
ing all the physicians of Philadelphia and, vicinity are 
receiving a personal invitation, the body of the church 
being reserved for these on showing of their profes- 
sional card. Such meetings are a call to prayer by: 
God’s people everywhere. The Adversary knows of. 
them, and will make his attacks; the attacks can be 
foiled by intercession. Next to the Christian ministry, 
there is no profession so rich with opportunity for. 
reaching people with the Gospel at times of their 
greatest need like the professions of doctor and nurse. 
May many pray that the results of the present witness- 
ing may extend far beyond the limits of the two cities, 
encircling the world and reaching out into eternity. 


Found the Saviour 


prayed for him, he was quite overcome. He went to 
his room, filled with joy to find one who really knew 
God. The next day, visiting the pastor of the place, 
he was greatly taken aback on being asked if he was 
a converted man; he had never heard the phrase be- 
fore. He was a respectable person and hard student. 
The word sank deep in his heart, however, and on his 
way home he became powerfully convinced that his 
path hitherto had been a wrong one. “I thank thee,” 
cried out to the Lord, “hereafter I will follow 
thee.” 

The decision was made. In a theological examina- 
tion that he took at this time, he had an opportunity 
to witness to the Lord. The examining clergyman had 
said, “Gentlemen, never distinguish in your sermons 
between two classes” (meaning the converted and un- 
converted). The answer that the newly enlightened 
student gave was, “Lord, let me never preach with- 
out making clear the two classes, so that people may 
be converted.” 

There followed a long period of conflict and terrible 
conviction of sin, until one day a devout shoemaker 
in the parish, to whom he opened his heart, made clear 
to him that Jesus was a whole Saviour even for him. 
“Troubled and yet encouraged I went home. On the 
way, there came over me such conviction that I went 
aside into the bush and, kneeling, cried out, ‘Lord, do 
with me as thou wilt. I wish to be thy possession 
only. If thou wouldest that I walk in darkness to 
my life’s end, so be it. I am content. But lost thou 
wilt surely let me never be.’ Hardly had I said that 
to my God, than he directed my thought to a pas- 
sage of Scripture that spoke of salvation through his 
blood. I was enabled to understand, and now there 
passed such jubilation through my soul as I had never 
known before. I could only pray and praise!” 

The experience of another pastor was of much the 
same sort. Here was contempt of “the pietists,” re- 
fusal to kneel in prayer with others, as “a Catholic 
custom.” “I swam in the wake of the Bible critics 
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and of Wellhausenian ideas, followed Naumann and 
the ‘Christliche Welt, social Christianity and the 
rest, while at the same time I was uneasy from the 
consciousness that I was in no way fitted for the post 
for which I was preparing. Herrmann’s ‘Intercourse 
of the Christian With God’ brought the moral great- 
ness of Christ before me, but could not help me out 
of my moral weakness. A Christ who is only ideal 
man and not Son of God cannot aid a sinner whose 
conscience is awakened. About this time, I began to 
kneel in prayer and to perceive that God’s Spirit was 
at work in my heart. 

“But at open graves and beside the bed of the sick 
I had nothing to say. Then, by the special grace of 
God, the sermons of Ludvig Hofacker fell into my 
hands. In the light of this God-controlled life, I rec- 
ognized my own pitiable state. at had been con- 
cepts to me were now actualities. I recognized my- 
self as a lost sinner, was forgiven, and freed from 
the bondage of evil habits. All Bible criticism was 
burned away in the pure flame of love for Christ. 
Now I could take the Scripture simply, as from the 
hand of God. How delicious now to feed on this 
bread that formerly I believed myself qualified to 
analyze into its chemical components. 

“No longer could I enter into the social life of the 
parsonages. I found my congenial companionship in 
the circle of believers, the despised ‘pietists’ of the 
villages. What blessing did I receive from one old 
village priestess, a bent, crippled, old mother who 
prayed for me and with me. To my outer ordination 
was now added an inner one, and a life began, full of 
difficulties, scorn, opposition, and contempt on the 
one side, but of glory and blessed experience on the 
other.” 

Another pastor, in contrast to the others mentioned, 
was orthodox but without personal acqtiaintance with 
Christ. “But when Jesus became the Lord of my 
inner life, everything changed in my life and ministry. 
Preaching ceased to be a toilsome and painful strug- 
gle for literary production; rather a practical exposi- 
tion of the Scripture, a personal and simple witness. 
This goes to the hearts of people as it did not before. 
House visitation is a real care and nursing of souls, 
since I have now a clear purpose to win souls to 
Jesus Christ. While it is as impossible to explain 
to others as to describe for my own satisfaction what 
conversion really is, I can gratefully confess that the 
Word of God has brought about in my heart not only 
a metamorphosis, a change of outer form, but a me- 
tanoia also, a transformation of the spirit.” 

“What I describe here,” says another, “is something 
extraordinarily simple, and yet again something un- 
speakably difficult. For long, long years I tortured 
myself with the most difficult question of my life, — 
is there victory over sin? I stood in bondage to sin, 
felt its yoke in thought and deed. I knew that Christ 
alone could rescue and help; I prayed and struggled; 
I cried to him, yet the yoke remained. I looked, in 
the hour of need, to him and to his cross. The yoke 
remained. I obeyed sin and not him. I knew no es- 
cape. I thought, ‘This must be the thorn in the flesh 
that is to keep you from pride, and make you realize 
that you are a sinner and dependent on Christ for his 
grace.’ And yet I knew that this was deception. If 
Christ is he of whom we read in the Gospels and 
Epistles then he must give me the victory. Other- 
wise he is only leader, guide, and comforter, not Sav- 
jour. 

“The question stood up before me: ‘Is there vic- 
tory through Christ, or are we ever to rise and fall? 
Are we free, or must we, throughout life, drag along 
toilsomely with the chains of sin upon us?’ 

“I hated the word ‘conversion,’ not because I did 
not wish to be converted, but because I did not know 
how to be converted. When asked if I was converted, 
I could not say ‘Yes’; but to the’ other question, ‘Are 
you a disciple of Jesus?’ I joyously answered in the 
affirmative.” 

“Preaching without conversions is as bleak as break- 
ing stone. He who brings forth no fruit, I said to 
myself, has not the Spirit of Christ. He who has 
no peace has not Christ. He who does not experi- 
ence answers to prayer has not Christ. So they fell, 
stroke on stroke! I bent myself finally, and, for the 
first time in my life, made a real confession of sin. 
A new light on my life came from God. Previously 
my thought was that Christ should make good my de- 
ficiencies in the fight against sin, should piece out my 
strength where it fell short. In spite of all my zeal, 
it was I, I, I. Now God had pity on me and I learned 
simply to stammer,—I, poor, wretched, sinful man, 
whose entire strength is but a mockery beside Christ’s. 
I ceased to live and Christ moved into my heart. 

“A complete revolution in my heart followed. I 
experienced grace and peace such as I had never pre- 
viously known. The doors of the Scripture opened 
before me. I hungered after the Word. Christ no 
longer went before me as Captain; he did not even 
walk by my side. No, he was in me. I was dead; he 
lived. Now it was sun-clear that I was saved! The 
might of sin was broken. Romans 6:6 was my peace 
and comfort.” 

Another describes the decomposing work on his life 
of the theological faculties as they removed, one after 
another, the bases of faith. “I can say that not a 
single hour of my life as theological student was 
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happy. If no man can be happy without God, how 
much less a theologian who can -believe no longer im 


One of his Berlin professors remarked at one time, 
“Gentlemen, I am‘ sorry that I must destroy the ideals 
that you brought with you from home, but, because 
of science and truth, I can do no other.” Robbed of 
his faith, this student’ became ever unhappier and 
divided in his inner life. - Finally he climbed the 
Drachenfels, near Bonn, with the idea of throwing 
himself down to death, but the hand of God restrained 
him from the fate that befell some of his contem- 
poraries of student days. 

He complains that Christians do not often enough 
do “guide-post duty” to those theologians who have 
been caught in these situations and cannot find the 
way out. They should not forsake or condemn those 
who have not found the way to God, but guide them 
to it. They have been led astray by their teachers, 
lost confidence in the Bible and are needy, confused 
souls. “Oh, if some one had spoken or prayed with 
me in those days! But no one did, not even the parson 
with whom I worked. I had to fight my way through 
alone. If only there had been a Philip to get into 
the chariot and read with me!” 

He reached God by a simple act of self-dedication 
and submission. Then he preached conversion. and 
people were converted, a thing that had not happened 
in his church before. For those who wanted religion 
had to go outside to the dissenters, or Gemeinschaft 
people. But at last people could come to the par- 
sonage when in trouble by sin. 

One who was in great distress and darkness, and 
thought it impossible to continue as a pastor, was startled 
suddenly, as by a lightning flash, with the thought or 
command, “Up! Go to N—N—.” N—N— was a 
hostile colleague in the church. “I obeyed without 
delay, apologized to him and prayed with him.” Then 
came a realizing sense of what it was to trust alone 
in Christ Jesus’ cross and blood. ‘Then there passed 
through my troubled and confused heart that which I 
had never experienced at the communion or in my 
own or others’ preaching, the dear peace of God 
through the Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Here is one who was greatly tried, and who felt 
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his insufficiency as a physician of souls.‘ “How did I 
tremble when called to sick beds! How could I lead 
the dying to Jesus, I who did not know the Saviour : 
myself? No word of prayer would come over my lips. 
I could only repeat hymn verses, or read out of the 
prayer book. How often was I at such times tempted 
to abandon the ministerial life. Only the hope that 
God would, himself, finally give me faith kept me go- 
ing. Dietrich Vorwerk’s book on prayer, describing 
the experiences of such men as Blumhardt, Luther, 
and George Miller, was a blessing. These men had 
the Saviour. Then I went to a Christian rest home. 

“The housefather showed me, in all simplicity, the. 
way to the Saviour and taught me to give myself to 
him in faith. After four weeks of crying to God and 
burying myself in his Word, I was given his peace. 
At evening prayer he overwhelmed me with such joy 
that I could only cry out, ‘The Saviour loves me!’ 
who previously could not utter a sentence in prayer or 
preaching that I had not previously written down and 
committed could now freely talk with my Saviour 
in prayer, and witness to him in sermon and testimony, - 
with power.” 

Lastly there was one who tells us that, one day, he 
was alone in his study reading Zahn’s great com- 
mentary on Romans. “I was conscious of sinful 
thoughts, and was determined under all circumstances 
‘to get free from them. I threw myseif on the floor’ 
and cried in prayer for help, cried desperately, and the- 
Lord heard. From this time on, my life took an en- 
tirely different direction. What before then was a de- 
light ‘to me,— the world, its pleasures, and ‘society, — 
were now repulsive. From this time on I loved the 
Bible with my whole heart. It opened an entirely new 
world to me. I was, for example, convicted of the 
sin of smoking. I was reading, in my study, the New 
Testament expositions of Schlatter. As so many other 
German clergymen do, I had swathed myself in a 
cloud of nicotine. When I came to the passage deal- 
ing with the sufferings and crucifixion of the Lord, 
it went through me as a flash of lightning, ‘And you 
can smoke while reading that!’ Immediately I laid 
aside my pipe. So did God speak to me. As soon 
as the Lord showed me anything I tested all in the 
light and under the blood of Christ.” 





Did God Need to be Reconciled to Man? 


Somewhat belatedly I am raising a question as to 


one. expression used by Canon F. owitt in his 
illuminating address published in your issue of Feb- 
Truary 26. : 

Just at the close of section I Canon Howitt says: 
“So the blood is speaking in our behalf in Heaven. 
This is the ground of our hope. Have we claimed 
our part in it? Have we by faith appropri- 
ated the forgiveness that that blood has purchased 
for us? God/is reconciled, God is at peace with 
us. Are we at peace with God? (2 Cor. 5: 18-21.)” 
“God is reconciled.” This is at least, I believe, not 
a Scriptural use of the word “reconcile”; for the 
Scripture, if I mistake not, invariably represents the 
— as the one to be reconciled—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 


It is often held that reconciliation is limited to man’s 
attitude toward God, not God’s attitude toward man; 
and some well-known and sound Bible teachers take 
this view. But The Sunday School Times has no 
difficulty in accepting Canon Howitt’s statement that 
by the shed blood of Christ “God is reconciled, God is 
at peace with us.” This was the teaching of the late 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, whose Bible expositions enriched 
The Sunday School Times for many years. Thus 
in a lesson article in the Times of November 14, 1914, 
when discussing the crucifixion of Christ, Dr. Thomas 
said: “In the death of Christ God vindicated his 
righteous character and became reconciled to man 
when his Son suffered the penalty of the law.” 

A reader took exception to this statement, and 
called attention to 2 Corinthians 5:19, “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” In a 
full and interesting letter, which was published in 
The Sunday School Times, Dr. Thomas showed why 
he belieyed his statement was Scriptural, and this 
valuable letter is now given again: 

“I believe the statement was a genuine expression 
of the teaching of Scripture. When I said that ‘in 
the death of Christ God vindicated his righteous char- 
acter,’ I was, of course, alluding to the teaching of 
Romans 3:21 to 26, where the cross is said to be the 
manifestation of God’s righteousness, and in verse 26 
this is interpreted to include both his personal right- 
eousness (‘that he might be just’), and also his pro- 
vided righteousness (‘and the justifier’). The char- 
acteristic teaching of Paul in Romans is that the cross 
is the demonstration and vindication of God’s right- 
eousness rather. than of his mercy (the latter is found 
elsewhere). 

“Then, with regard to reconciliation, I venture to 
maintain that man is to be reconciled to God because 





God, by Christ’s cross, is already reconciled to man. 

Reconciliation is not merely or primarily a change of 

feeling, but a change of relation, and this changed re- 

roe is from God to man as well as from: man to 
od. 

“When Paul and John use ‘propitiation’ they must 
mean (1) a being who propitiates; (2) a being who 
is propitiated; and (3) a means of propitiation. Now, 
obviously, it is not man who is the object of the pro- 
pitiation, but God, as is easily seen in the publican’s 
prayer: ‘God be propitious to me, the sinner’ (Luke 
18:13). Propitiation is the removing by God himself 
of an obstacle to fellowship. Then, too, the ‘wrath 
of God’ must have some Godward meaning, expres- 
sive of his judicial attitude to sin. 

“The fact is that our correspondent has concen- 
trated too much on one aspect of the atonement, the 
secondary, human, subjective view, while I have en- 
deavored to point out the two aspects, the primary, 
divine, and objective, as well as the secondary and 
human. And I have done this because the New Testa- 
ment deals with both. 

“The atonement was a demonstration both of God’s 
righteousness and of his love. What his justice 
demanded, his love provided, and so the cross makes it 
possible for God to forgive sin. No view of the atone- 
ment is satisfactory which does not squarely meet the 
exegesis of the New Testament both Godward and 
manward. ‘ 

“Among books that seem to me to be truest to this 
New Testament idea I should like to mention ‘The 
Death of Christ,’ by Professor James Denney, D.D., 
and ‘Law and the Cross,’ by Charles F. Creighton 
(published by the Methodist Book Concern); both 
unfortunately are now out of print. The latter is an 
American book which deserves to be far more wittely 
known than it is at present. Unlike most books, it 
gives special attention to the great passage in Romans 
3:21 to 26.’ And the author rightly says that ‘we 
must find a theory that will harmonize with everything 
that comes under New Testament authority.’ 

“I will, therefore, close by using our correspondent’s 
words, slightly altered, and say that it is a glorious 
fact that in the death of Christ God is reconciled. to 
man and man is reconciled to God, and I will venture 
to hope that he and every teacher will proclaim this 
glad Gospei fact.” 

A valuable pamphlet by Dr. Thomas is entitled 
“What Justification Is and What It Does,” and makes 
this Gospel truth very plain. (It may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Co.,” at 40 cents a dozen 
copier $3 a hundred; single copies, 4 cents each, post- 
paid. 
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‘The Two Greatest Articles This Y ear”’ 


A well-known Christian leader, pastor, and Bible 
teacher said from his pulpit recently that the two 
greatest articles he had read in The Sunday School 
Times this year were by Robert C. McQuilkin and 
Ralph C. Norton. The first, “Were Christ’s and 
Israel’s Temptations the Same?” appeared Janu- 
ary 15, and showed how the human race was 
tempted and triumphant in the wilderness; the 
second, “The Coming Conflict and Victory,” pub- 
lished April 23, recorded the ominous rumblings 
throughout the world that may presage Satan’s 
last great struggle —and defeat — before the com- 
ing Lord. The’ many other readers who were pro- 
foundly impressed by those two remarkable studies 
will welcome the announcement that Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin and Mr. Norton will have further unusual 
contributions in these columns in 1928. Several of 
Mr. McQuilkin’s are mentioned on this page. Mr. 
Norton is preparing a fresh and searching study 
that will be announced later. 


Finding Heaven in a Bolshevist Prison 


Dante was called “the man who has been in hell.” 
There is a man living today who found Heaven 
where most would have found a hell—in a Bol- 
shevist criminal prison. He was imprisoned for 
preaching the Gospel. After being committed to 
a place of unspeakably filthy solitary confinement, 
he was put in a common cell with notorious: crim- 
inals who, after attacking and almost killing one 
of their fellow prisoners, set upon the evangelist 
to beat him and search him. ‘He began to preach 
the Gospel to them, and their leader forbade them 
to touch him. Then he had the happiest time of his 
life. This astounding story of persecution and of 
God’s supernatural power will be told in The Sun- 
day School Times by Dr. A. McCaig, Principal 
Emeritus of Spurgeon’s College. 


Our Young People’s Purity Problem 


A Christian leader was recently discussing with a 
group of educational leaders the standards of 
morality among college students. Two young wo- 
men teachers in the group were postgraduate stu- 
dents in a large university where the new theories 
of psychology, undermining the old morality, are 
taught. He asked how many of the young men 
and women of the 10,000 in their university re- 
frained from kissing and caressing one another. 

“I do not know,” one of the teachers replied; then 
she continued emphatically: “But I hope there is 
not a single one. I regard that freedom as an inno- 
cent and beautiful thing among the young people.” 
The Christian leader to whom this reply was made, 
Robert C. McQuilkin, has a frank, searching, con- 
victing, and appealing presses, ‘which finds -its 


authority in the Word of God. He shows the dis- ’ 


aster; and he shows the cure. 


David Lester and the Tough Bunch - 


It was in the. ranching country, and the Sunday- 
school superintendent wondered why the bunch of 
rowdy youths had ever come to that school. David 
Lester, who had lost his left arm in the World 
War and had found God’s own Right Hand, de- 
cided to tackle the tough bunch. The lesson was 
“The Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem,” and he 
began by asking: . “Did any of you fellows ever 
ride an unbroken. colt?” That started something,— 
it didn’t sound like Sunday-school stuff to them. 
When he told them there was more about this in 
the Bible, he had them. Every Sunday-school 
teacher will want to read this series of articles, 
based on actual experience with boys in the ranch- 
ing country. It shows how to reach and hold our 
classes, whether in country or city. 


Can a College Student Be a Christian? 


In the midst of the darkness, danger, disaster, im- 
morality, and atheism lived and taught in the col- 
leges of Christendom, there is gleaming white light 
from the very throne of God. Can a college stu- 
dent be a Christian? Yes; not only can be, but 
there are thousands of students in our colleges who 
are standing true, abiding in Christ, seeing the lives 
of fellow students transformed. 

Take Cambridge University, of England, for ex- 
ample, second to none as a center of intellectual 
life. At Cambridge there is a Christian student 
organization that is repeating the experiences of the 
Book of Acts. 

Its nickname is “CICCU” (pronounced KIKKU), 
made from the’ initials of the Cambridge Inter- 
Caliegtata. Christian..Union. .. It. numbers among. its 








On this page are announced a few of the 
many unusual articles that will appear in 
The Sunday School Times this winter and 
during 1928. ‘Those not now taking the 
paper may secure an introductory Get Ac- 
quainted subscription of ten weeks for 25 
cents, and present subscribers may send it to 
their friends at this special rate. Better still 
is a year’s*subscription, by which one may 
take advantage of the low club rate, or sub- 
scribe individually, as explained in the state- 
ment of rates given on page 771. 


As you read these announcements of com- 

ing articles, can you think of a_ better 
Christmas gift to send your friends than The 
Sunday School Times coming into their 
omes every week for a whole year? At 
your request, a beautifully engraved Christ- 
mas card with your name will go with the 
subscription, By sending the Times as a 
Christmas gift to five different friends you 
will save $2.50 over the single rate. 








members brilliant ’varsity athletes and scholarship 
leaders, but it has not yielded a jot or tittle to “the 
modern viewpoint.” 

The story of this amazing student organization will 
be told in The Sunday School Times by a uni- 
versity man who has visited CICCU and worked 
with its members. 


Dr. Schofield on ‘‘Time and Eternity” 


Can we understand the difference between time and 
eternity? It is a staggering question. The well- 
known British physician and Bible teacher, Dr. 
Alfred T. Schofield, delivered an address on this 
subject before the Victoria Institute (the Philo- 
sophical Society of Great Britain) last summer, 
and he said in beginning: “My only comfort in 
writing a paper on a subject of which I know so 
little iis that probably others do not know much 
more.” His paper is not easy reading, but it is 
Scriptural, searching, challenging, and it rewards 
close study. 


What Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 


How many Christians today have “the baptism of 
the Spirit” and His mighty power in their lives? 
It is the heart’s desire of every earnest Christian. 
Various “Pentecostal” movements are an expres- 
sion of this vital desire. Yet mistakes have been 
made, unconsciously and sincerely, in interpreting 
Pentecost for the life of the Church today. Rob- 
ert C. McQuilkin, the much beloved Bible teacher 
who has gone deep into the meanings of the Word, 
has written a study that is satisfying, Scriptural, 
and safeguarding. It deals with the- difficult sub- 
ject of “speaking in tongues,” frankly, fearlessly, 
sympathetically, warningly. Every child of God 
needs every possible help from the Scriptures in 
these last days, and this article is sure to be a 
blessing to many. 


When College Girls Prayed ; 


A College junior attended the Student Conference 
at America’s Keswick. She went back to college 
and formed a prayer group of six girls. The way 
God began to answer their prayers startled them 
all,— it ‘was too wonderful, yet it was true. A 
visiting Christian leader who had been coming to 
the college for. several years found the atmosphere 
of the campus changed; his own messages were 
changed; and he- was ‘enabled to do a greater 
work. This girl, now a senior, will tell in The 
Sunday School Times the story of how it all hap- 
pened, and what happened. 


What Can We Know About Armageddon ? 


Most people’s ideas about Armageddon are con- 
fused or wild. We can only know about it what 
the Bible teaches; and most of us have not searched 
that out. A Kansas pastor, John H. Baxter, wrote 
an article last spring in The Sunday School Times 
n “Jerusalem—a Burdensome -Stone for Britain.” 
It made: a profound impression, directing the light 
of the prophetic .Scriptures ‘upon European politics 


_of. today, and. showing how the great nations of 


Europe are getting ready for Armageddon. In a 
new article, shortly to be published, the same writer 
explains from the Scriptures what Armageddon 
really is. It will be “a great war, which will end 
war.” It may be fought by 200 million men. The 
human race will be in agonized confusion. But 
Armageddon will supply tremendous motives for 
turning to God, and will have spiritual values that 
have not ordinarily been recognized. Intelligent 
Christians cannot afford to miss this study. 


Easter and Decision Day Services 


Services for speciat days in the Sunday-school, 
fresh and interesting and at the same time Scrip- 
tural and spiritually uplifting, are not easy to find. 
The Sunday School Times never , publishes the 
merely “entertaining” sort of exercise; for years 
it has secured orders of service that are almost 
unique in the right qualities. For next Easter it 
will publish a service entitled “in Old Jerusalem.” 
and in preparation for Decision Day a service 
called “Choose Ye.” These exercises go to the 
heart of the resurrection truth and the receiving 
of Christ as Saviour; and they are presented in 
such a way as to grip all ages. 


Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn 


What is “Millennial Dawn”? Another name for 
ae oe ‘Russellism,” as it is the teaching of the late 
so-called “Pastor Russell.” It is fostered and cir- 
culated by the “International Bible Students Asso- 
ciation,” and the title used by this organization 
misleads many,into supposing that it stands for legiti- 
mate, evangelical Christian teachings. But Mil- 
lennial Dawnism is a harmful and unscriptural cult, 
the more so because it includes certain truths that 
are themselves sound and Scriptural. 


Christian people ought to know about it, in order 
to be safeguarded themselves, and to safeguard 
others. A remarkable series of articles has been 
written for The Sunday School Times, entitled 
“The Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn.” The 
significance of this title will be understood -when 
the articles are read; they have been written by a. 
widely known minister, B. H. Shadduck. The 
series is an invaluable contribution to the needed 
exposures of false cults. If you have friends that 
have been led into Millennial Dawnism you will 
want to share the series with them. 


Lilias Trotter’s ‘‘ Moment Meditations ”’ 


Miss I. Lilias Trotter of the Algiers Mission Band 
is known and loved by many for her rare insight 
into spiritual truth and her discernment of “par- 
ables in nature.” Her “Moment Meditations” in 
The Sunday School Times will bring a new bless- 
ing. They take but a minute to read, but they can 
affect lives for eternity. Here are some of her 
themes:. Growing Points. These Three Men. 
Are They Restrained? Understanding Our Honor. 
Experimenting with Grace. The Air Prince. The 
Negative Pole. A Lullaby or a Battle Cry? 


What Makes Successful Teaching > 


A Christian woman set out to interview Sunday- 
school superintendents and teachers in a_ typical 
small town. She wanted to know what they had 
found, in actual experience, makes for success in 
Sunday-school teaching. She wanted it to help, not 
the efficiently trained workers in the big city Sun- 
day-schools, but the rank and file in the small 
towns. She found what she was after. To read 
her article is like attending a clinic. It deals with 
actual conditions, and shows how the common dif- 
ficult problems have been solved. It is the sort 
of article you will want to clip and take to your 
teachers’-meeting or workers’ council, and discuss 
point by point. 


God in the Earthquake 


Earthquakes are happening very often, perhaps 
oftener than ever before in the history of the world. 
So are many other things happening that have 
never synchronized before, things that God’s Word 
has told us would happen in the end of this age, 
ushering in the Lord’s return. Does God take 
care of his own in times of earthquake? A 
Christian woman had an extraordinary experience 
in the memorable earthquake at San Francisco in 
1906; her story is of timely significance just now. 
God proved to her, during that terrible upheaval 
and awful catastrophe, that he was her “refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble,” and 
that she might claim the rest of that promise: 
“Therefore will not we. fear, iough the earth be 
removed” (Psa. 46:1, 2 ; 
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The Shepherd Who Stayed Awake 


What he saw in the heavens and found in a cave 











By William J. May, Litt.D. 
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6 ITTLE Brown-face,” said Nimrod the shep- 
L herd tenderly, “it hurts me to see you suffer 
so.” He looked down at the sheep that lay 
in a nest of dried grass which he had made for it in 
a hollow. The quick, short breathing and the occa- 
sional feeble cries of pain were pulling at the shep- 
herd’s heart, and the sheep raised her head and looked 
up at him as though she understood. She had been 
a delicate little lamb and Nimrod had had much trou- 
ble to rear her at all. Perhaps it was the memory 
of that care which had made him so much more at- 
tentive to her than to the others. She knew it, too, 
and would run to meet him with a little cry of wel- 
come. 
Tonight even the nest Nimrod had made did not 


was doing rfow. He would lead then to the best pas- 
tures and the freshest springs and try to guard them 
from robbers and wild beasts. Surely the good God 
cared about men as much as he cared about sheep. 

“If God cared —he would come.” 

Strange that Black Dan should say a thing like 
that. Dan who seldom went to the Temple and was 
always saying hard things about rabbis and priests, 
who never cared about religion. Strange. . 

Suddenly there was a great blaze of light as though 
the sun had risen in a flash. The other shepherds 
sprang to their feet with cries of alarm. The sheep 
roused up and stared bewildered. The dogs whimpered 
and stole away. There was a sound of rushing wings, 


to them. Dazzled and frightened they flung their 
cloaks across their faces and fell upon the ground. 

“Fear not,” the voice was like the notes of a silver 
trumpet, “for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” 

The voice gave them confidence and assurance. They 
raised_ their heads and looked up to listen. The words 
they had heard sank so deep into their minds that there 
was no fear of their ever being forgotten. The light 
jae filled the sky quivered with.a host of angel 
orms. 





seem to comfort her. He wrapped 
his cloak about her, carried her across 
the fold, and laid her gently down 
near the fire. The other shepherds 
were inclined to laugh at him tor the 
trouble he took. “Nimrod cares about 
a sheep because he has nothing else 
to care for,” they said. 

But one night, when they had been 
laughing at him, old Samuel, who was 
now so old that he came out only in 
the warmer weather, had silenced 
them by saying, ‘ 
have his reward. A merciful man is 
kind to his beast. Who knows? 
Maybe the good God will be kind to 
those who have been kind to tht 
works of his hands.” 

“How then?” Black Dan had in- 


quired in his rough fashion. “Doth 
God take thought for sheep?” 
“Some would have it,” Aaron had 


answered, poking the fire into a fresh 
blaze, “that God does not take thought 
even for shepherds. We cannot leave 
our flocks to attend the services, and 
we are too poor to offer many sacri- 
fices. Rabbi Jeshua says that a shep- 
herd is but little better than a publi- 
can,—for are not they accursed who 
do not keep the law?” 

“I think sometimes,” 
swered in his thin, quiet voice, “that 
the good God is better than men’s 
thoughts of him. Sometimes when I 
have lain down beneath the stars I 
have thought him so near that I 
should have touched him had I but 
stretched out a hand.” 

There was silence for a moment. 
Black Dah cleared his throat, then 
prepared to roll himself in his cloak 
and lie down to sleep. 

“If God cared about us he would be 
near. He would come to our help.” 

The others made no reply. They 
felt that the conversation had drifted 
on to dangerous ground. The rabbis 
would put a man out of the synagogue 
for saying as much as that. One by 
one the shepherds wrapped themselves 
in their cloaks and lay down to sleep. 
Only Nimrod lay awake. Brown-face 
coughed restlessly, moaning now and 
then. Nimrod talked quietly as though 
to help her by his company. The 
strange thing Black Dan had said 
was persistently in his mind. 

“If God cared about us he would 
come. If God cared —he would come. 
If God cared.” 

Nimrod looked at the houses of 
Bethlehem, -white in the moonlight, 
and thought about all the people he 
knew under those flat roofs. People 
who had known great sorrows and 
could never be comforted. People 
who had sinned and gone astray like 
sheep and could not find the way back. 
People who wanted to be better but 
who failed every time they tried. 

“If God cared — he would come.” 

He got up and stood looking round 
the fold at the huddled masses of 
sheep; he knew every one of them by 
name as he knew each of the dogs or 

‘ each of the other shepherds. He 
would risk his life to find one of those 
sheep if it were lost.. He would sit 
and watch by one that ‘was sick, as he 


‘Maybe he also will. 


old Samuel an- | 


for an angel clothed with light had suddenly come 


THE PROMISE 


By Plumb E. Wells 


(CLOSE to that first coming 
Of our Lord—a Babe in Bethlehem— 

There must have been much searching of 
the scrolls 

In Israel. (Albeit the Pharisees 

And scribes were cold, tithing their mint 
and anise !) 

Must not the promise 

Yeaming down the generations 

Have flamed up, white-hot, 

For eager-waiting, God-touched eyes and 
hearts ? 


Many a Jewish woman 

Comforting a child—warm arms about 
Its need ; my to its wor ag ay a 
Constrained, whispered: “ Darling, I 


believe 
That He whom all the prophets have 
- foretold 


Is close to come ! I feel such quickening of Are 


The spirit ; uplift in my heart— 
As if the King, whose name for earth- 
bruised reeds 


And way-hurt lambs like us, is “Wonderful” 
Was at the door !” 


Many a Jewish lad— 
Nathaniels and Stephens, Matthews, 


Jo 
Out on the blue lake ; tending neighbors’ 


sheep 
Or fathers’ shops, lifted, a-sudden, 
Steadfast, clear-seeing, boyish eyes 
To prophesy: “I do believe our Christ 
Is close to come! I had 
A vision past.all words to say— 
So yo great and strange it rent my 
eart—— 
The Root is breaking forth from the dry 
ground |” 


More than one 

Pure-hearted, merry-singing 

Paused at her task to speak : 
I dream. 


Hebrew gil 
“* Mother, 
The sweetest dreams ! 


Last night I rose 
from them 


To dance before the Lord, like Miriam, 
There in the holy starlight of my room! 
What does it mean to be so glad, so glad > 
I do believe our Christ is close to come !” 


In the dead 
Drear hush of hope longtime deferred, 
old men, 


Old women—Annas, Simeons— 
Raised startled, spiritual eyes one day to 
see 


A mighty a. where no earth wind 
“Tt is y* Lord,”’ they cried, their hearts 


leaping 
For gladness, “‘ What can this portend 
But that Immanuel draws nigh >” 
(Must it not so have been >) 
And, presently— 
The Light! The Song! Soft thud of 
shepherds’ feet 


Running to David's town with tidings of 

Great joy for all peoples ! 

Even while in that dim country to the east, 

Wise men, devout, sincere—searched— 
believed 

God! Set forth, led by His star, 

° To find the truth in Christ at Bethlehem ! 


Now, again, the saints 
_—" dreams and witnessing to 


Ts Around the waiting earth 

This simple, mystic Body of Christ's own— 

Quick with love; pondering in her heart 

All that He said; and occupied 

About the work He left with her to do 

While He was gone— 

Lifts up her head in joy! For always 
burned 

Sweetly in the Beloved’s heart | 

The Bridegroom’s promise: “Surely I 
return !"” 


Doubt you another 

“Fullness of the times” is here ? “ Behold, 
I have told you before,” said Jesus; “when 
Ye see these things begin to come to 


pass— 
Look up! For your redemption draweth 
near !"" 


The sea roars—none with ears to hear 
doubts that; 
Isaiah’s desert-rose bends low with buds 
For seeing eyes ; foundations of this world 
Totter !— Lift up, ye everlasting doors, 
Lift up! The King of Glory comes to His 
Own folk—and to the nations’ impotence 
And_ need! David’s Jehovah-Son, 


In love and wisdom! Dictator 

Adorable! Who, only, can 

Make crooked straight ; and earth’s rough 
places plain! 


Sense you this prescience of an era’s end, 

A new about to be, today’s wise men ? 

a glows that Moming 
ar! 


The magic of color pulsed in it. 


A clear solo 
voice rang out and the whole heaven 
was filled with music, music such as 
they had never heard, music more 


beautiful than anything they had ever 


dreamed. ¢ 

“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward 
men.’ 

Over and over again the glorious 
song thrilled the sotils of the awe- 
stricken shepherds, while the light 
trembled as if it were alive. At last 
the light began to fade, the strains of 
the music grew fainter as though the 
singers were departing. Soon it was 
only a whisper in a pale sky, then it 
ceased entirely. Only the silver glory 
of myriad stars decked the deep blue 
of the heavens. The shepherds stood 
with upturned faces as though waiting 
for the radiance to reappear, the hush 


in their hearts making speech impos- | 


sible. 

The dogs came rubbing against their 
masters’ legs as though they needed 
some assurance that the world was 
real. .Nimrod stooped and patted a 
shaggy head. He, too, needed some- 
thing to tell him that he was in touch 
with things he could understand. The 
glowing light and the angel choir had 
been so real—and so impossible. If 
God had chosen to come he ‘would 
have come to those who were familiar 
with his ways, to those who waited 
in his Temple and kept his law, not 
to shepherds abiding in the fields keep- 
ing watch over their flock by night. 
God was not one who took thought for 
shepherds. 

“Come, let us go to Bethlehem.” It 
was Black Dan who spoke, shaking 
himself as though he were fresh 
roused from sleep. It would soon be 
dawn. The perils of the night were 
past. The dogs could keep guard for 
an hour while they were away. The 
sick sheep appeared comfortable now. 
Down the hill they went in silence 
to the sleeping town. The things they 
had seen and heard that night were 
not such things as men could talk of 
easily. A solemn silence rested upon 
their spirits. The narrow, twisting 
streets were deserted but for an occa- 
sional prowling dog, and the smell of 
the sheep that hung about the shep- 
herds’ clothes kept the dogs from be- 
ing suspicious of them. Twisting and 
turning they came at last to where a 
lantern was hanging before the wide 
gateway of the old square khan. 

Their loud knocking brought old 
David, the porter, to the wicket gate, 
rubbing sleepy eyes, and grumbling 
loudly as he fumbled with the bolts 
of the door. The dogs that sprang out 


‘ barking broke into yelps of delight 


when they found who the visitors 
were. Old David cried to them to 
hush their noise lest they disturb “his 
honor Marcus Publius and the others.” 

Black Dan broke in upon the old 
porter’s mumbling and complaining. 

“Is it here that the baby has been 
born. of whom the angels have been 
singing to us?” 

“Do you think that I have time to 
concern myself with babies? Here we 
have the inn full of folks, his honor 
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~ Lesson for December 25 


Luke 2: 1-20 


Marcus Publius, his officers and his servants. And 
ever since he came I have had no rest with their 
calling ‘Porter’ here and ‘Porter’ there. .If I had 
ten pairs of legs and twenty hands I could not have 
answered half the calls that have come this night. 
And all the time more people coming and demanding 
room and treating me as though I could make extra 
rcoms by striking my staff upon the ground.” The old 
man stood there in the wicket gate with the lantern 
swaying to and fro in his hands while the noisy stream 
of his complaining ran on and on as though it would 
never end.~ 

Nimrod stretched out a hand and laid it on old 
David's shoulder and shook him gently. “Come, come, 
David. We are not anxious about his honor Marcus 
Publius and the rest. Where have you been this night 
that you have not seen the sky all ablaze with light 
and the multitude of the heavenly host?” 

“Been? Where have I béen but where I should be? 
With the inn all full of folks, what time have I had 
to watch the heavens? And all the time more people 
coming and more —” 

The old man was well started again, but once more 
Nimrod stopped him. “Where is the child who is 
born in Bethlehem this night? The child of whom the 
angels have been singing?” 

“Child? Child? There is but one child in the 
inn, a child born this very night. But he is not a 
child of whom any angels will sing. His father is 
a young carpenter who has been living in Nazareth. 
The inn was full, and the carpenter came with his 
young wife riding upon an ass and I turned them away 
as 1 had turned away so many others, — oh, the silver 
that I have turned from the door this night, — but the 
woman looked so weary that I let them have the cave 
under the hillside yonder that we use for a stable. 
And a boy was born two hours and more ago. It is 
a poor place for a child to open his eyes in, but the 
place is so full of folks.” 

The shepherds left the old man still pouring out-his 
complaint and hurried across to where the dawn 
showed them the entrance to the stable cave that be- 
longed to the khan. They lifted the heavy sheet of 
tent cloth that hung before the entrance and peered in. 
The swinging lantern that hung by a rope from the 
roof helped them to see a little. group against the 
farther wall. There was a bearded man in early middle 
life whose kindly face looked at the same time glad 
and anxious. Lying on a roughly made bed of straw 


“THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


on the ground was a young woman whose face was 
still pale from recent pain but whose eyes were shin- 
ing with the wonder of a new-born love. In a ‘tall 
manger that stood upon the ground a little child lay 
asleep, covered from head to foot in the tight wrap- 


“pings Eastern mothers love. 


Something about these men made Joseph bid them 
enter. They tiptoed clumsily across the uneven 
earthen floor, and stood for a moment looking at the 
sleeping child. Then something about him, or some- 
thing of the memory of the things they had seen and 
heard that night, made them kneel before him. Joseph 
and Mary looked on, while the wonder in their hearts 
grew deeper and greater. What was it that had made 
these strange men come, and why should they kneel 
around her,baby in this fashion? Was it all a part 
of those strange things that had happened since the 
angel first came to her? 

It was long before the shepherds found their 
tongues; but at last fragments of the story were told. 
It was a story too wonderful for words. The story 
of the angel and the message, the light and the music 
and, most amazing of all, the messages that were so 
far beyond their understanding. , 

“Black Dan had been saying that if God cared he 
would come. And the angels say that he has come, 
‘wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger,’ just 
as we have found him. And oi all the people no one 
heard the music and no one saw the angels except us 
poor shepherds. So it must be that the good God takes 
thought for shepherds, for such men as Black Dan 
and me.” 

Nimrod bowed his head and stooped to kiss the 
sleeping baby tenderly. The wonder of this night was 
growing with the day. They took their leave and 
passed out one by one. The tent cioth that hung be- 
fore the entrance cf the sandy cave fell down behind 
them. Mary and Joseph looked at one another, not 
knowing what to say. The tent cloth was lifted and 
Nimrod returned. He fumbled in the breast of his 
great, brown shepherd’s coat and pulled out the soft 
white fleece of a lamb. Moving silently, he laid it on 
the still sleeping child. 

“A gift for the baby,” he said. “Unto you is born 
this day a Saviour, a baby, a Saviour.” 


-He shook his head. He could not understand. Then - 


he raised his hand in reverent greeting and went out. 
Little: Brown-face might be needing him again. 
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Son at College 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


VI. To the Class President 














Dear Boy. o’MIneE: en Sa 

I was quite overwhelmed by the news that you have 
been elected president of. the freshman class and by 
the sight of your picture in a big city daily. My first 
impulse was to feel as complacent as old Tabby seems 
when you praise her kittens. At last merit had been 
recognized, and my duckling had proved to be a swan. 
But Dad, you know, isn’t the least bit vainglorious, 
and positively refused to be elated. So I had to take 
another think. As usual, I’ve come to look at it from 
his viewpoint. When we begin an argument he might 
well say to me, “Eventually... Why not now?” — but 
I’m glad he doesn’t. 

I am confident that you are a true son of your 
father, so that .I can, without fear of wounding your 
pride, talk quite frankly about this rather ac- 
cidental honor that has come your way, and about 
prestige and prominence in general. For of course 
you haven’t been there long enough really to 
have won any solid footing of distinction. Evi- 
dently you have, at least socially, got off on the 
right foot. Aside from that your election | is 
probably mostly a political accident. It is well to 
remember at the start that there have been presidents 
before who were political accidents, and that some 
of them have proved splendidly adequate and some 
have not. For those that have not, it might. have been 
better if a millstone had been hanged about their polit- 
ical necks before the accident. 

I think I’m not a very timid person, but I confess 
that there are two things of which I am desperately 
afraid. One of them is prosperity, and the other 
popularity. Both may be valuable assets, but neither 
is a safe goal. Popularity, of the sort that is worth 
having, is, like happiness, always a by-product. Our 
Lord recognized its dangerous nature when he said, 
“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of 
you!” I-have known a few people who went to the 
opposite extreme and seemed to court antagonism. 
They may have achieved prominence by their very 
perverseness, but they got little else. I believe the 
best course is to ignore popularity altogether. Even 


if one has it, it is so frail a thing that it may vanish 


overnight. 


Setting quite aside, then, the question of how much 
this position may have been a reward of merit, what 
are you going to do with it? I hope it may have 
somewhat the same effect as did your being appointed 
to the student council in high school. I remember 
how your deportment grades shot upward at that 
time. Noblesse Oblige. Every official position makes 
one just a little more the guardian of the school honor. 
Take your job seriously. Go about it conscientiously 
if not gracefully. You haven’t had much parliamen- 
tary drill. It’s quite possible, as you say, that you 
may “pull some awful boner,” at least one that seems 
awful at the time. Study to show yourself approved; 
but if you make some blunders, be big enough not to 
nurse your wounded pride. I find it very restful, 
when I’m tempted to be either complacent or discour- 
aged about myself, to give up self-appraisement alto- 
gether and look away to One who is always altogether 
lovely. Study his personality for a while, and your 
own blunders or achievements soon lose their mag- 
nitude, and somehow, by a strange alchemy, self comes 
out a finer, cleaner thing for being ignored. 

Now I want to confide to you a valuable secret, 
knowing full well that you won’t get its full import 
now. Perhaps twenty years from now you may re- 
meimber that I said it and agree with me. It is this. 
When in the years. to Come you look back now and 
then and review your school days, as you will never 
tire of doing, the things that memory will set forth as 
a true index to what kind of fellow you really were 
will not be the occasions when you fell short of or 
succeeded in winning some outstanding triumph. 
You'll go over and over those times, too. But. it 
will be some hidden moment -when you either did 
or did not measure up to your own standard of a gen- 
tleman or a friend. 

If ever you break training and give way to some 
impulse that your instinct tells you is a little off color, 
don’t comfort yourself with the. popular assurance 
that it will make no difference a hundred years from 
now. I can’t speak experimentally of a round cen- 
tury, but I can promise you that it may rise up and 
mock your self-esteem twenty or thirty:-years later. 
My roommate and dear friend once criticized my 
playing -in chapel.- I -flared up with resentment. 
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A moment later I was ashamed of my silly egotism 
and set to work honestly to correct the fault. But 
I thought the incident too trifling to warrant a frank 
apology. I never: dreamed that ten years after her 
death it would still mar the pleasant retrospect of 
an almost unblemished friendship. 

There are two pictures that often recur to me 
agains. the background of the old seminary where [| 
prepared for college. One of them is of a girl named 
Eunice who came one year for the fall and winter 
terms. Her figure was tall and angular, her face and 
hands were weatherbeaten. I remember her in a 
skirt of vivid green with a purple waist, on her head 
a hat of strange design that seemed some two sizes 
too small. I'm sure I pitied her oddity, but I don't 
recall any personal contact with her except for one 
incident. 

When after the holidays I first entered the big 
lower hall, she rushed up, threw her arms around me, 
and kissed me. I passed on into the library where two 
of my boy friends, convulsed with laughter, said, “We 
didn’t know you and Eunice were such chums.” There 
the picture fades out. I know I was ordinarily a 
rather haughty young person and that I always hated 
kissing. I’d give a good deal now to know that I 
didn’t wound her feelings. I’ve gone far out of my 
way in later years to try to smooth the difficulties of 
queer, “impossible” people, but I’ve never had so good 
an opportunity as that. She disappeared after the 
Easter vacation. The students said she had gone 
home to do the spring plowing. Oh, but youth can 
be cruel! 

The other picture is of a young Scandinavian. His 
name was Anton. He had hair that always made me 
think of molasses taffy, and a pair of very pale, very 
fond blue eyes that seemed to have a certain ad- 
hesiveness in their glance. When he looked at me 
I always wanted to peel off his gaze and: get out of 
range. In my class there happened to be an equal 
number of boys and girls. The boys planned a very 
grand social function in honor of the ladies. It was 
one of those affairs where the ladies’ names are put 
into a hat and fate decides whom your escort is to 
be. Anton drew my name —and I -did what looks to 
me now as almost the smallest act of my life: I re- 
fused to go. Anton laid it to the jealous disapproval 
of my regular. beau and wrote me a gracious note 
commending my “womanly compliance” in his wishes. 
Whereat I felt smaller and more, jaundiced than 
ever. 

Very little was preached in those days about sports- 
manship, especially for girls. We were still reading 
about anemic heroines who glided into a room and at 
the slightest provocation swooned or burst into tears. 
But my instinct told me-I had been what the young 
person of today would call a mighty poor sport. Yet 
I never dreamed that twenty-five years later I should 
- just as much ashamed of my selfishness as I was 
then. 

Drop the word popularity from your lexicon for 
a while, but, Boy of mine, be kind — kind — kind. 
Not because you are a personage and can afford to 
be, but because kindness is the normal expression of a 
Christ-filled life. 

As for recognition of one’s merits, you'll find the 
world a capricious mistress. Some very trivial service 
may bring returns quite out of proportion to its value, 
while years of devotion to duty may seem to go un- 
heeded. How much happier we should all be if we 
could forget the grandstand and simply go in to win 
the game. Among my many clippings from The Sun- 
day School Times, some of them yellow with the 
years, is a little poem, two lines of which are most 


suggestive. 


Weakness fretting to be great, 
Self-consciousness with sidelong eye. 


Some day you’li encounter just that in a person you 
had thought to find really great, and your disappoint- 
ment will be keen. 

If, however, your frail human nature sometimes 
grows hungry for applause I'll tell you where to seek. 
It will always be hard for me when I see you walk 
across the campus to realize that there are several 
hundred mothers to whom some other boy must look 
as fine and handsome. Keep a straight course, do 
your best, and don’t get chesty, and one person, at 
least, will always be proud of your smallest achieve- 


ment. It is Your MotHeEr. 
5-4 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


About the time they were carried away to Baby- 
lon (Matt. 1:11). 


ATTHEW does not use the word for exile. It 

would have sounded harsh to Jewish ears, and 
he was trying to win them by his Gospel to belief 
in Christ. So he uses the mild Greek word metoikesia, 
removal from home, change of residence. But in 
Luke 21:24, Jesus was sorrowfully obliged to say, 
“They shall be led away captive into all nations,” 
using the word aichmalotisthesontai, the root word ‘of 
which: isa spear. . No mere change of residence now, 
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but the “mouth of the sword,” the gleaming spear, 
captivity in all nations. Matthew, at the beginning o 
the period of grace, would not dwell even on past pun- 
ishments. But when Christ was rejected the accumu- 
lation of judgments became terrifying. Jesus came to 
preach deliverance to the captives. He was now 
forced to \preach captivity to his own brethren after 
the flesh. 
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Jerusalem shall be trodden under foot of the Gen- 
tiles, patoumene, from patos, a path (Luke 21: 24). 
They rejected the Highway of Holiness, the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, and became themselves a path 
under the heels of the conqueror. Salt that had lost 
its savor, they were cast out of the Holy Land to be 
trodden under foot of the Gentiles. 

New Hampton, N. H, 








Helping your Sunday-school to visualize the 
importance and extent of Cradle Roll work 








The Cradle Roll in Other Lands 


By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 














Just fifty years ago 
The first Cradle Roll was begun, : 
But now it has spread around the worid, 
So we thought it would be fun 
To go upon a little trip 
And visit each Cradle Roll land. 
A ticket for the journey we herewith enclose, 
And we hope you'll be on hand. 


S THIS is the jubilee year of Cradle Roll work, 
A —the fiftieth year of its existence as a depart- 
ment in our schools, — it might be well to ac- 
fluaint the entire school with what it stands for, and 
to show how the Cradle Roll is looked upon in other 
countries where Protestant Sunday-schools are opera- 
ting. Use an invitation similar to the following: 


This entitles 


to one first-class passage 
AROUND THE Wor_LpD 
Good only for trip starting 


Arrange the platform to represent a Cradle Roll 
glassroom, with low chairs, tables, posters, and all the 
other furnishings of such a room. As the reports are 
brought in from each country, it would be well to 
have the ones giving them dressed in the national 
costume of that place. Open the session by singing 
“The Cradle Roll Ode.” 


(Tune, America.) 


“God bless these babjes dear, 
All who are gathered here, — 
Our Cradle Roll. 
i in thy dear arms 
<eep safe from all that harms, 
And guard from all alarms 
Our Cradle Roll. 


Give to each girl and boy 

Life full of peace and joy — 
Our Cradle Roll; 

Growing in strength each day, 

Guided in wisdom’s way, 

Never from Thee to stray, — 
Our Cradle Roll. 


“May they, as brought by time, 
To childhood, youth, and prime, — 
Our Cradle Roll, 
Conquest o’er wrong achieve, 
Thy grace and truth receive, 
And never, never leave 
The Sunday-school.” 


The superintendent of the Cradle Roll Department 
should give a short talk on “The Cradle Roll, its 
origin and history.” The facts are, briefly, as follows: 
(The Cradle Roll had its origin in the Central Bap- 
tist Sunday School of Elizabeth, N. J., in 1877. It 
was the custom of the teacher, Mrs. Alonzo Pettit, 
to write the names of the children of the Primary, or 
infant, class in her birthday book. 

One Sunday a five-year-old boy brought a bright 
shining penny and said, “Dis is for baby’s birfday.” 
So the name of the baby was entered, and from that 
simple beginning grew the Cradle Roll of today. Now 
every Protestant church recognizes the Cradle Roll 
as being one of its most important agencies, and care 
and attention are paid the baby as never before. 

' The Cradle Roll was the first department of the 
church or Sunday-school to be set aside with a definite 
age limit for membership. Formerly, the “infant 
class” included every one who was not otherwise pro- 
vided for. 2 

After the Cradle Roll was officially recognized, the 
next group to be set apart was the Beginners. After 
that, the Juniors were taken from the Primary De- 

artment and became a department by themselves. 

his was followed by the other age groups as we now 
have them. 

Millions of babies under four years of age are now 
enrolled in the Sunday-schools of North America, and 
recoztized as being a vital part of the church. The 
Cradle Roll has been responsible for great numbers of 
organized classes coming into existence, because father 
and mother wanted to come to Sunday-school with 


baby. It has been the means of carrying the Gospel, 
in a practical way, to many places across the seas, 
for Cradle Roll departments have done much mis- 
sionary work among babies in foreign countries. 
Surely the history of the Cradle Roll for the past 
fifty years is one of progress, 

Encianp. Cradle Roll work took root in England 
about the year 1899. Through the National Sunday 
School Union of England we learn that there are 
about eighty-six thousand members recorded on the 
Cradle Rolls of the Associated Schools. Work there 
is carried on much as it is in our own country. No 
progress has been made in introducing Cradle Roll 
classes up to the present time. 

IRELAND. We find that Cradle Roll work is becom- 
ing increasingly popular. While to date we have no 
statistics to show how many Cradle Rolls there are 
in our Union, nor how many names are on the rolls, 
we do know that many of the Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, and Congregational churches have this organiza- 
tion in operation. We will do more with Cradle Roll 
class work in the future. So far this is a phase of 
the work that has not been exuphasized. 

Iraty. The Methodist, Episcopal, and Wesleyan 
Sunday-schools are the only ones so far that have 
established Cradle Rolls. We have now 372 Protes- 
tant Sunday-schools organized, and at our last meet- 
ing it was voted to feature the Cradle Roll more, with 
a separate statistical report from each school. So we 
hope the work will continue to grow. 

New Zeacanp. Cradle Roll work is well thought 
of in our country. Several years ago, Mrs. Maude H. 
Fletcher, the wife of a minister, came here to live, 
and she brought with her a desire to have a Cradle 
Roll such as she had had in the home church in Eng- 
land. So she set to work, and under her guidance 
Cradle Roll work has bec most effectively carried 
on. She is the author of a book, “A Successful Cradle 
Roll System,” which is used in America as well as in 
England and the colonies. 


Korea. For the past five years we have been talk- 
ing up Cradle Roll work as never before, with the 
result that what was formerly just a sentimental ad- 
junct to our Sunday-schools is now becoming a vital 
factor in building up the organization of the church. 

JAPAN. We have not yet done very much in Japan 
with the Cradle Roll. The general secretary of the 
Sunday School Association has presented the subject 
at conventions, but so far not much that may be called 
progressive work has been done. There are some few 
Cradle Rolls throughout the empire, but the work is 
yet in its infancy so far as we are concerned. 


Brazit. The Cradle Roll Department exists in 
many of our schools, but not in such an aggressive 
manner as we could wish. While there is no opposi- 
tion to the department, still, because of lack of trained 
leaders to carry it on, but little is being done. We 
hope to do more through the Cradle Roll from now on 
than ever before. 


Hotitanp. We are so sorry that \-e cannot report 
much progress in our country along Cradle Roll lines. 
Sometimes you will find a wall roll on which are writ- 
ten the names of the babies, and occasionally we have 
Cradle Roll Sunday, when the babies are recognized 
as a part of the school. But we have no classes for 
children under four and a half years. 


Soutn Arrica. Through the South African Na- 
tional Sunday School Association we are stressing 
Cradle Roll work in all our conventions and institutes. 
The work was started in Port Elizabeth in 1908. It 
was a great success. We find that all the ministers 
do not realize the importance of the Department, and 
there seems to be a fear of trespassing, by getting 
names for the Cradle Roll when the parents do not 
belong to the denomination. We cannot report any 
real Cradle Roll class as it is so difficult to procure 
teachers for the very young children. We think 
enough of the Cradle Roll to recognize it as a regu- 
lar department of our Associatién work, and Cradle 
Rolls are on the increase in South Africa. 


SweEvEN. We are grieved. In Sweden this depart- 
ment has not yet been started in our Sunday-schools. 
It is only the Salvation Army that has begun to work 
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a little with the Cradle Roll, but the work is so new 
that we can bring to you no information about the 
result. After we have tried it for a time we know 
that we shall like it. 


Inp1a. To begin with, India has no such thing as 
a cradle. How then can we talk about a Cradle Roll? 
Our work here is only in its beginning. We are de- 
veloping lay workers, and as they are prepared to take 
up Sunday-school work, we no doubt will soon develop 
this special work for the little folks. We hope for 
better days in the future. 


Australia. Cradle Roll work is a well-established 
factor in a very large number of our Sunday-schools. 
We prepare our workers in normal schools. In many 
of our churches there are rooms set aside for the 
little children, or they meet in rooms specially built 
and equipped for them. Yes, Cradle Roll work has 
a large place in the organization of our Sunday- 
schools in Australia. 


Leader (Pointing to a map of the world): “See 
how our Cradle Roll work has spread. We are rec- 
ognized here, and here, and here, and here [pointing 
to the places], and countless other places as well. 
oat, our fifty years of service have been worth 
while. 


“Have you heard of the hosts from Babyland, 
Marching up to the battle with sin? 

How their lines reach out from shore to shore 
In the cause they would help us to win? 

Their names are writ on our Cradle Rolls, 
And we list to the music made 

By the prattling sweet, and the pattering feet 
Of the little Pink Toe Brigade. 


“Before this Brigade of sweet innocents 
Old evil can never stand; 

And who shall number the lost led back - 
By the clasp of a baby’s hand? 

Their names are writ on our Cradle Rolls, 
And our Bible Schools find aid, 

And consecration, and inspiration 
In the little Pink Toe Brigade. 


“O’er their onward march the angels watch, 
Though here not one can fall; 
For God, in His infinite tenderneg 
Spreads His mantle of love o’er all. 
Their names are writ on our Cradle Rolls, 
And their trusts are never betrayed; 
They teach us to do, they bid us be true — 
God bless the Pink Toe Brigade.” 
—From S. S. Evangel. 


“There have been several stories told as to how this 
department came to be called ‘Cradle Roll.’ Perhaps 
you will agree with Mrs. C. G. Hamilton who wrote 
this song about it.” 


- Solo, using the familiar tune, “Just a Little Bit of 
Heaven.” 


Have you heard about our “Cradle Roll,’ and how it 
got its name? 
Then I'll tell you so you’ll understand from whence the 
babies came; 
No ae that we’re proud of all our band from sea 
0 sea, 
For owe the way the mothers tell the children at their 
nee. 


Sure a little bit of heaven fell from out the sky one day, 

And nestled in its mother’s lap, just like it meant to stay; 

And when the angels found it, sure it looked so sweet 
and fair 

They said, “Suppose we leave it, for it looks so peaceful 


ere. 
, Then they sprinkled it with star dust just to make the 


_ Tinglets grow, ‘ 
’Tis the dearest place you'll find them, no matter where 


you go; 

Then they detted it with silver to make it pure of soul; 

And Bs Pasa had it finished, sure they called it “Cradle 
° 


< 
Each babe’s a rarest treasure from its head to tip of toe; 
The Saviour took them in His arms because He loved 


em so; 
No wonder that the angel marked the mother’s priceless 


store ; 
’Tis a little bit of heaven, and I love it more and more. 


Leader: “Cradle Rolls around the world are 
mighty fine things to know about, but we have right 
here at home the finest of the lot. Let me show you 
our members.” (Have the babies brought forward at 
this time, the wee ones that must be carried, then the 
older ones who can walk. As they are grouped on 
the platform have the Primary children sing the 
familiar Cradle Roll song found in “Carols.”) 

There are blessings from God all around us, 
We should thank Him for gifts great and small, 
But the gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best “Thank You” of all. 
Bye-lo; bye-lo; bye-lo; bye-lo-bye. 

Present each child with a flower, and have the serv- 
i with a prayer for these and all Cradle Roll 

jes. 


CoraL GaBLes, FLA, 
w 


Not what I am, but what Thou art, dear Lord, 
Gives heart of grace to me, from day tv day.— 
W. C. Richards, in Keswick Calendar. 
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Lesson for December 25 
Luke 2: 1-20 
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Mediterranean Memories 


As we journeyed homeward from the Holy Land with The Sunday 
School Times ‘party, on the 1927 James Boring’s Cruise 


By Philip E. Howard 











ories form an invaluable part of life across the~ 

years. Travel is replete with experiences, so 
full, indeed, of incident and freshness of outlook, that 
the memory brings home treasures such as may be 
captured in no other way. ? 

Your eyes caught an impression from the three pic- 
tures on this page, before the words here printed could 
speak their message to you. Gibraitar, St. Paul’s Bay, 
the’ Sea of Galilee, — what alluring associations these 
suggest! And you cherish the hope, perhaps the ex- 
pectation, that one day you will see these with your 
own eyes. You desire to stand upon that curving, 
pebbly shore of Galilee; you long to see the little bay 
where Paul’s storm driven ship came ashore on Malta; 
you hope to see some day the great Rock, and to climb 
its fortressed slopes. : 

So it is, all along the traveler’s way, especially in 
such lands as these around the Mediterranean. For 
here is the central arena of the world’s history, and 
an abundance of scenic wonders: that unfold with be- 
wildering variety and magnificence as you journey. 

It was with a new enrichment of this memory-gal- 
lery that we turned homeward from Palestine on last 
winter’s cruise. From Jerusalem we came by train to 
Haifa, where the Doric awaited us; and from under 
the shadow of Mt. Carmel we proceeded to Beirut, 
where we went ashore for a glimpse of the Near East 
Orphanage, and the American College. Thence we 
headed westward through the northern waters of the 


Oe gains memories by experience, and mem- 


| Mediterranean. 


On the following Sunday when we gathered for our 
Sunday-school service, we had for our lesson “The 
Voyage and Shipwreck of Paul.” Imagine the pe- 
culiar impressiveness of the hour when we realized 
that we were near, and directly south of, Myra, where 
Paul was transferred to the ship for that very voy- 
age to Rome. 

When we turned to the north through the Aegean 
Sea on our way to-Constantinople, many of us were 
eager to see if possible the island of Patmos. There 
was a list posted giving the names of the numerous 
islands that we were to see, and the time at which we 
were due to arrive abreast of each. All through the 
night the timing ran, bringing us to Patmos at three 
o’cleck. So there appeared on deck, before that hour, 
a little group determined not to miss that island. 
We noted the time, as we watched. the shadowy islands 
slipping past us in the lovely night, and with deeply 
quiet satisfaction gazed at Patmos with its far-gleam- 
ing light casting its silvery beams on the dark waters. 
The next day we learned that Patmos had no light- 
house! Something had gone wrong with our schedule. 


We may have seen the island we wanted to see,—~ 


doubtless we did see it, —but it was not the one at 
which we had gazed, with such interest. However, 
the night scene in the Aegean was worth immensely 
more than the little trouble we had taken. What 
wonders the traveler misses who knows nothing of 
starry, or moonlit, or storm-smitten nights on deck 
at sea! 

After the night among the islands came the day of 
entrance to the Dardanelles as we steamed past Chios, 
Mytilene, Tenedos, and Cape Hellas. On our port 
beam lay the long narrow Gallipoli Peninsula, in plain 
view, where so many thousands laid down their lives 
in the World War. We could understand better, and 
perhaps for the first time, as we watched the steep 
and seemingly inaccessible heights along the shore, 
how desperately courageous were the attacks against 
such odds. 

Who can’ forget the day in Constantinople, with 
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the mosque of Saint Sophia, the crowded Galata 
Bridge, where one could see the representatives of 
many nations passing and repassing in endless, color- 
ful activity? My thought turned back to an evening 
in 1918, when at Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly’s dinner 
table in Queenstown, he graciously presented me with 
a telegram he had just received, telling him of the 
passage of the British fleet through the Dardanelles 
on the day after the Armistice. Here in these narrow 
waters the fierce cross currents of history have raged, 
through the passing centuries. 

But I shall remember Constantinople also, and very 
delightfully, because of a visit to the American School 
for Girls at Scutari, in which school, under the di- 
rection of Miss Mary Kinney, our little Arousiag 
Stepanian was a student, whose story is known to 
readers of this paper, and whose education is now con- 
tinuing in America, under the support of friends of 
the Times. On this visit a little group of the senior 
class gave me a class pin to take to Arousiag. 

It was a gray, bleak day in Constantinople, but a 
day of glorious sunshine in Athens. One scene of 
that beautiful day stands out in the memory more 
than any other, as the name Athens is written. We 
visited the Acropolis, of course,—that great rock, 
enormous, majestic, towering above the city, and 
crowned with the ruins of the Parthenon. On the 
flank of this massive mound, with its many ruins of 
noble structures, a lesser rock thrusts out toward the 
west, a rounded mass of rock separated from the 
greater by a slight hollow. Coming down from the 
summit of the Acropolis, you cross the wide road in 
this depression, and then climb a few rock-cut steps to 
the top of the lesser rock, which is Mars’ ‘Hill, look- 
ing down from a considerable height upon the city, 
and looking up to the superior heights of the Acropolis. 

On Mars’ Hill many of us gathered for a service. 

We read together Paul’s ' 











address, and sang “How 
- firm a foundation,” and 
“Jesus, keep me near 
the Cross.” Above us 
were the magnificent 
ruins of Greek art, but 
they were not in ruins 
when Paul spoke from 
Mars’ Hill. It was a 
memorable experience 
to stand on that very 
spot, and read the ring- 
ing words of the apos- 
tle. One does not fail 
in appreciation of Greek 
culture when wandering 
about among the beauti- 
ful structures, which 
even in ruin are marvel- 
ous in their loveliness. 
But it is significant that, 
in Paul’s address, it was 











the ignorance of that culture to which he called atten- 
tion,— “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship.” 
Ignorance is not a word ordinarily applied to cultural 
excellence, but as compared with the spiritual educa- 
tion and the possession of power which were Paul’s 
through Christ Jesus, the Greek culture of the early 
Christian centuries, or any other period, was crudely, 
profoundly ignorant. And culture is equally ignorant 
today, when it does not know the God who is known 
through Paul’s Saviour and Lord. It was a solemn 
and impressive time on that upreared rock, as we read 
the apostle’s burning words, and one of our number 
led the silent group in exalted prayer. 

Leaving Athens and passing down into the Mediter- 
ranean, once more we were again not far from Paul’s 
sea-track on his voyage to Rome, and soon we were 
on his actual course. We tarried at Syracuse, visited 
the old city, and the caves, the ruins of the Greek 
theater, and the amphitheater, and then came up 
through the Straits of Messina while we gazed upon 
the awful heights of Aetna, around which multitudi- 
nous tumbled clouds were gathered. We were in the 
midst of classical history, now, with ancient Troy 
just yonder on the mountainous shore. We passed 
between Scylla and Charybdis, and as night came on 
we sighted volcanic Stromboli, “the lighthouse of the 
Mediterranean,” as we headed into the soft, starry 
— on our northerly course along the shores of 

taly. 

I need not attempt Rome, or Pompeii, or the won- 
derful Amalfi drive, in this brief gathering up of a 
few of our voyage memories. From Naples, some of 
us went out to Puteoli, in the afternoon of Sunday, 
and held a service beside the little blue bay where Paul 
landed on his way to Rome. We walked far down 
close to the water’s edge. A few idlers lingered near 
the boats drawn up on the shore. We read together 
the story of the ending of Paul’s voyage in the port 
where we stood, and we prayed together once more. 

Of course these deeper experiences of the voyage 
stand out in the memory more vividly than any 
other. We now had many experiences to compare, 
and day after day, little groups would be seen stand- 
ing on the deck-or seated in the pleasant lounges of 
the Doric recounting that through which we had gone. 

The closing days of the voyage to England were 
reflective, rather than otherwise. We made port at 
Villefranche, in the south of France, and there we 
were privileged to see some of the most wonderful 
scenery in the world as we drove over the Lower and 
the Upper Corniche roads. A glimpse of Monte Carlo 
in the afternoon light emphasized in a different way 
from our experience at Athens how reatlily outward 
beauty can be produced by man’s aid in the arrange- 
ments and products of his artistic skill, having, at the 
same time, a heart of ashes. 

Leaving the Mediterranean, we crossed the Bay of 
Biscay in rough, but not unpleasant, weather, and 
landed in England at Southampton. We came thus 
to London, where the city seemed just as friendly 
and fascinating as it always had on previous visits. 
Our large party was free to separate and come home 
on various ships, and this was done. Gradually the 
travelers set their faces toward America. The home- 


land seemed dearer than ever, and now the precious 
Word of God is more precious than ever to those of 
us who could, to some degree at least, understand it 
in a new and clearer way, because of what we had seen 
in and around the land ot the Book. 
that privilege in the days to come! 


PHILADELPHIA. 


May you have 
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‘ HOSE Who Pray to God.’’—An encouraging, 
popular movement in Serbia is described in 
the current number of that wide-awake pub- 

lication, World Dominion. This is a widespread re- 

vival among the Serb peasantry who call themselves 

“Bogomolytzi,” or, “Those who pray to God.” They 

take as their guiding words our Lord’s saying to the 

Samaritan woman, “God is a Spirit: and they that 

worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” 

(John 4:24). 

The movement was born in the stress and suffer- 
ing of war time and has grown stronger and stronger 
in the years since. It is, from one point of view, an 
expression of disillusion with politics and worldly 
plans of betterment, of desire to get at the great 
reality, God. Its advocates declare their determination 
of making religion, “not an affair of half an hour 
daily, but the center of their whole life.” They have 
taken to Bible reading and banded themselves together 
for self-discipline, making vows to give up swearing, 
smoking, and other vices that tarnish Christian char- 
acter. 

“Some villages that had been renowned for their 
indifference to religious things have been entirely 
changed within a few weeks. Peasants who can 
scarcely read or write go about the villages preach- 
ing. A Serbian priest, who has heard them, says that 
their utterances reveal a depth and purity of spiritual 
experience that he can compare only with the best in 
the patristic writings. Their power is wonderful 
The movement is spreading and already affects about 
half a million people. If it goes on in the same direc- 
tion, it may mean the regeneration of the whole coun- 
try.” 


In Roumania there has been, for years, a prosper- 
ous Christian movement, led by the Baptists. Un- 
fortunately, this has suffered harsh treatment at the 
hands of state and church authorities. Baptist churches 
are denied freedom of worship and the right of hold- 
ing property. Children of Baptists are treated unfairly 
in the public schools and even refused entrance to 
them. Baptist preachers are forbidden to evangelize. 
The archives of the Ministry of Cultus are filled with 
complaints because of beatings, fines, imprisonments, 
and personal ill treatment to which Baptists have 
been subjected in the villages. Yet the movement 
grows constantly in numbers and power. 

World Dominion gives us news of a reformation 
movement in the state church of Roumania that, in 
time, ought to correct these unchristian actions, if 
it comes to full strength. This also rose to the sur- 
face shortly after the war. It is frankly spiritual, and 
those who afe in positions of leadership in the church 
confess that “it is a work of God.” 

“A small band of earnest priests are being ‘driven 
off their feet’ in the attempt to answer all the calls 
that are being made upon them for help. So strong 
is the demand that the leaders of the church feel al- 
most afraid of the movement, scarcely knowing how 
to meet it adequately. Even the daily newspapers, 
which formerly ignored religion altogether, are now 
taking great interest in religious questions. A new 
translation of the Bible has been made by a scholarly 
priest and the New Testament is being widely read. 
The state church is observing the methods of Prot- 
estant churches, even going as far afield as Paris and 
Montpellier for inspiration and light. 

“There are fourteen centers in Bucharest where in- 
tensive religious work is being carried on, and it is 
hoped that this number will soon be doubled. Nearly 
every evening of the week, meetings are being held 
in some part of the city and the good work is going 
on up and down the country.” 

The writer then tells of meetings that he attended in 
the country, led by a spiritually minded priest who has 
been set apart by the Patriarch to deal with the varied 
requirements -of priests and people all over the land. 
This priest emphasized the great importance of per- 
sonal prayer and of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
and delivered an earnest and beautiful address on 
“True Freedom in Christ.” The peasant audience was 
large and attentive. - 


Sir Arthur Keith’s pronouncement regarding Dar- 
winism has called forth vigorous dissent in the New 
Statesmen of London. The writer declares that, “since 
Darwin’s day, we have learned our ignorance in these 
matters. We have failed to discover any evidence 
whatever of a gradual evolutionary process.” Keith is 
lenounced as “an old-fashioned Darwinist,” and his 
utterances are described as “the ready-made formulas 
of the nineteenth century.” Particularly Keith’s state- 
ment that “man under the action of biological forces, 
which can be observed and measured, has been raised 
from a place among anthropoid apes to that which he 


now occupies” is characterized as “a dogmatic view 
that cannot be supported by a single shred of scientific 
evidence.” 

“If men, or elephants, or apes, or mice have evolved 
in a progressive sense, it is by a process that: still re- 
mains utterly mysterious and of which no biologist has 
yet been able to offer an even plausible explanation. 
. . . There has been no sign of even the tiniest im- 
provement in the brains or bodies of men in historical 
time. 

“Sir Arthur Keith has stated this week that the 
great truth of evolution is that nothing can stand still. 
But the facts of biology suggest, rather, that every- 
thing tends to stand almost still... . The normal pro- 
cess of life is degeneration. Sir Arthur knows a great 
deal, no doubt, about skulls and jawbones and such 
like, but about the really fundamental problem of evo- 
lution he knows and seems to have thought little.” 

There is no doubt that Sir Arthur’s critic repre- 
sents more nearly current, competent opinion than does 
Sir Arthur. A scientific student in one of our lead- 
ing women’s colieges reports to me that, in the lower 
classes in zoology and biology, the Keith-die-hard 
opinion is ladled out to the students, but, in the ad- 
vanced classes, the instruction is far more critical of 
the evolutionary theory. The facade of this theory is 
kept in fairly good repair, but the building back of 
it seems to be tumbling in. 

The officers of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Atheism have sent their congratula- 
tions to Keith. 


The Welsh and Our Bible Society.—One of the 
delightful things in the 1927 report of the American 
Bible Society is the record of Welsh societies in the 
United States that are devoting their time and con- 





When the East Carries the 
Gospel to the West 








An Eastern Christian is evangelizing in 
the West. This is Shoran Singha, a Pun- 
jabi Christian, preaching in Jugoslavia under 
the auspices of the Y.M.C.A. He has 
reached thousands of people with a message 
of great depth and fullness, exalting Christ 
as sole Saviour of men. His teaching has 
awakened great interest in the Scriptures, 
especially among the student class. Miss 
Helena Weinmann, a Jewish Christian, is 
preaching to the Jews of Jugoslavia with 
notable results. 











tributions to Bible circulation. 
notices : 


The Utica, N. Y., and Vicinity Welsh Bible Society 
has sent $200 for the world-wide work. The Colum- 
bus, Ohio, Welsh Society sent $500 for the world 
work. The Gomer Welsh Bible Society contributed 
$28.35. The Emporia, Kan., and Vicinity Welsh Bible 
Society has increased its donation for 1926 to $345, and 
shows a statement, excellent in form, of its officers, its 
finances, and. list of donors. The. Columbus, Wis., 
Welsh Bible Society reports a contribution of $204.50. 
Contributions for. the world-wide work .were received 
from the First Welsh Society of Oshkosh, of $55; 
from the Ixonia Welsh Society, of $45; from the Mif- 
flin Welsh Society, of $25; from the Oshkosh City 
Welsh Society, $146.32; from the Racine Welsh So- 
ciety, $190; and from the Spring Water Welsh So- 
ciety, $109. Then notice is made of the Ottawa, 
Minn., Welsh Society’s. contribution. The Freedom, 
N. Y., Welsh Bible Society contributed $58.80 to the 
general work. The Granville Welsh Bible Society 
reports local sales. The Rome, N. Y., Welsh Bible 
Society sent $100 for world work, and so it goes. No 
wonder the editor of the report can say, “The loyalty 
and convictions of the Welsh people in the United 
States with reference to the Bible are well demon- 
strated by the support that they give the Bible 
Society.” 


Here are some of the 


_ The Congress of the History of Christianity, held 
in Paris in honor of the seventieth birthday of l’Abbé 
Loisy, was arranged under the lead of Sir James 


Frazer, Archbishop Soederblom, Professor Bacon of 
Yale, Saloman Reinach, a Jewish freethinker, and 
others. The historicity of Jesus was attacked from 


different points of view.’ Alfaric of Strassburg said . 


that the Jesus of Paul was not a historic personality, 
but an ideal of the Messiah drawn from the Old Tes- 
tament. Van der Bergh based his analysis of the 
Christian story on the assertion of the mythical char- 
acter of Jesus. He Sought to interpret the character 
of Peter as an antitype of the Moses of the Old Tes- 
tament. Herman Raschke of Bremen expounded his 
well-known thesis concerning the origin of the New 
Testament narratives from the popular etymological 
meaning of the names of local places. Saintyves of 
Paris derived the story of the massacre of the infants 
of Bethlehem from liturgical motives, such as the sac- 
rifice of children in pagan ceremonies, drawing paral- 
lels from the history of religion and from folklore. 
So it- went on, with all kinds of strained and unsup- 
ported speculations for explaining away the historical 
facts of the New Testament, ta pragmata the facts, 
as Luke himself calls them, “which are most surely 
believed among us” (Luke 1:1). 


Omnipotent Lord or Magician?—The current num- 
ber of the Harvard Theological Review prints an 
essay by Campbell Bonner of the University of Michi- 
gan that deals with “traces of thaumaturgic tech- 
nique in the miracles” of Christ. He tells us that it 
has long been known that familiar features of the ordi- 
nary wonder-worker’s manner of operation can be de- 
tected, here and there, in the stories of the miracles of 
Jesus. In the literature of thaumaturgy, “the nar- 
rator makes much of the difficulty of the miracle and 
of the thoroughness of its success: and he shows a 
vivid interest in the behavior of the miracle-worker, 
carefully noting the various acts and gestures by 
which the wonder is brought to pass.” As an illus- 
tration, he takes the lovely story of our Lord and the 
deaf and dumb man, Mark 7: 32ff. “And looking up 
to heaven, he sighed and saith unto him, Ephphatha, 
that is, be opened.” The word for sigh, Bonner finds 
in various magical papyri, thus, “after reciting this, 
throw incense on the fire, sigh and descend, going 
backwards.” 
fered as evidence that magicians sometimes imputed 
to the act of sighing a virtue that went beyond the 
mere sound produced. “Then inhaling deeply, give 
out the breath again with a hissing sound.” And this 
is offered as a parallel to our Lord’s pathetic and 
weary sigh at the sight and thought of human misery! 

Phe other word brought forward as evidence is 
“enebrimesato” (“he groaned in spirit,” John 11: 33). 
This expression of indignation and horror at death is 
compared with passages in Greek literature, where it 
is used of mantic fury, the frenzy of an oracle or 
magician. In this way, it is thought to discredit the 
historical character of the narrative of Lazarus’ rais- 
ing. This story, our critic would have it, bears traces 
of the superstitious ideas of the time. Having been 
dressed up in this fashion, the implication is that it is 
not to be accepted as sober truth. 


“Young East’’ is a Buddhist publication, coming 
from the Young Men’s Buddhist Association in Tokyo. 
It has recently demanded that Buddhism put its house 
in order. Buddhist monasteries should be abolished, 
for they shelter great numbers of lazy, worthless, and 
corrupt monks, parasites subsisting on the labor of 
others. Has not Turkey, by one stroke of the pen, 
swept away the whole system of dervish monasticism? 


Buddhism should also abandon idolatry and, most press- © 


ing of all, it should resolutely break with the fatal and 
demoralizing ~doctrine of. ahtmsaism, i. 
to take life. This doctrine has emasculated the people 
of India and reduced them to their present condition 
of servitude. It is this mischievous cult that has con- 
tributed most to her downfall, by undermining the 
fighting spirit of the people of Hindustan. It is a 
doctriné antedating Buddhism, the religion of the de- 
enerate Mahavira Juatriputra, founder of Jainism. 
iis followers have been and are the curse of India, 
and it is they who breed infectious diseases, by pre- 
serving the lower forms of animal life, such as rats. 

“What would have happened had Japan practiced 
ahimsa in her dealings with the Western powers? She 
would certainly have lost her independence and could 
not have occupied the proud position in the councils 
of the nations that she now enjoys. It was the sword 
that brought the haughty Czar to reason, and checked 
the tide of European imperialism. It is physical force 
that counts most in international politics.” 


A Baptist Missionary on Shintoism and Christian- 
ity.—A prominent Shintoist was recently buried at 
the <Buddhist - Young- Men’s- Hall, Tokyo, and The 
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Lesson for December 25 
Luke 2 : 1-20 


Young East speaks. with gratification of the fact that, 
along. with readings from Shinto and Buddhist writ- 
ings, passages of Scripture were read by a Japanese 
Christian minister. It°is glad to mention “this com- 
mon worship,” this spirit of toleration and co-opera- 
tion. For is it not a surrender of Christianity’s un- 
compromising position, a confession that Christian 
Scripture has no more binding force than the absurd 
writings of. Buddhist and Shintoist? 

There are many reasons why Christians should not 
consort with Shinto. Mr. Holtom, missionary profes- 
sor in a Baptist theological seminary in Japan, tells 
us that Shinto priests “still bless the opening of new 
prostitute quarters, and their gods still demand daily 
potions of saké.” Yet he seems to think that there 
can be a rapprochement between Shintoism and Chris- 
tianity, if only the extreme claims of Christianity may 
be modified. “How,” asks the modern Japanese Shinto- 
ist, “can a Christian who prays to the deified spirit of 
Jesus logically object to a Japanese’s praying to the 
deified spirit of his ancestor? Or again, if Jesus is 
regarded as alive, in some sort of overhead spirit 
world and available as an interested helper of men, on 
what grounds is it legitimate to deny the availability 
of the spirits of Japanese ancestors as the helpers of 
living Japanese? It must be confessed that the ques- 
tions are difficult to answer. If Christianity wishes to 
retain a supernaturalism here it will probably have to 
be generous and ‘international’ in the matter. An ex- 
clusive supernaturalism is hardly feasible under the 
circumstances.” 

Then he goes on: “The solution of the problem 
does not seem to be along this line, however. When 
did the original Jesus ever lay on his followers the 
requirement that they worship him as God? When 
did he demand that his followers pray to him as to 
the Father? _ 

“What can Christianity do to meet the situation 
just passed in review? Little enough if it brings to 
it merely a similar static view of human history and 
simply attempts to displace the myth, magic, and cere- 
monials of the Orient with similar materials culled 
from Occidental sources.” So he urges that “a free 
Christianity . . . place at the disposal of Shinto the 
best critical technique and experience of Christian 
scholarship and thus help mold Shinto into a form 
that is consonant with the moral and intellectual needs 
of modern men.” 

Mr. Holtom is, as I have explained, a Baptist the- 
ological professor, and his article appears in the Jap- 
anese Quarterly, the official organ of the federated 
missions of Japan. 


The Holiness Mission in Japan is taking the lead 
in Japanese evangelism. Its annual convention this 
year was a truly remarkable gathering. The large 
hall seating fifteen hundred was filled day after day. 
There were blessed early morning prayer seasons and 
altar scenes. At times during the meetings, the whole 
congregation would break out in prayer. The entire 
hall, at such times, became an altar. 


Twenty churches reached the self-supporting basis 


during the year, and seventeen more are on the way. 
Mr. Kudzuhara reported advance in Los Angeles and 
Hawaii. One young man from Formosa explained 
that his early ambition had been to present twenty 
human heads to his parents, but that now he was a 
hunter’ for souls. Mr. Abe from Formosa showed 
envelopes containing pleas for missionary instruction, 
ceming from interior points and enclosing money for 
the expenses of those who would respond. The Jap- 
anese Holiness churches are sending out foreign mis- 
sionaries, — Brother Ego, an Ainu with prodigious 
beard, who is preaching among the bearded Ainus of 
the Hokkaido; Brother Hayashi, who is taking the 
Gospel to the Island of Saghalien; and a Russian, 
named Paul, whom they are sending into Siberia. At 
this missionary meeting in Tokyo, ten Formosan young 
men and women sang, “From Greenland’s Icy Moun- 
tains,” in Taiwan. Then came the call for Holiness 
volunteers. é 

“Such a scene as followed is impossible to describe. 
Young men and women ail over the hall slowly rise 
to their feet, one by one. It means giving up home, 
friends, comforts of life, and position for the Gospel’s 
sake. A sense of the Almighty fills our souls. Fifty 
young men and women are standing: Who will help 
equip them for the battle? One after another. rises 
to promise support for them while in training. Ten 
oe provided for. Who will help the remaining 
orty?” 

Friday night was Buddha’s birthday. Ali the Tokyo 
temples were celebrating, and the streets were thronged 
with people, hastening templeward with offerings. 
Thousands are on their knees before the images of 
Buddha. Now comes a great army with banners and 
lighted lanterns. Listen to what they are saying, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” The long procession 
halts and every man and woman begins to exalt our 
blessed Redeemer. Gospel songs are sung, and one 


after another tells how they too once worshiped 
Buddha, but found no joy in so doing. Now they are 
rejoicing in Christ. 

Other evangelistic meetings are held during the con- 
vention, and one result has been the formation of a 


~ prisons. 
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new church in this district, made up of 250 converts 
won during two evening meetings in this hall. 

The Japanese Holiness people are tithers, and the 
results are-remarkable. Here ‘is a little church that 
gave, last year, 6,383 yen for evangelistic work at 
home and abroad. Its membership is made up of poor 


people, too. “These people give until it hurts,” runs 
the report. “They receive showers of blessing in re- 
turn.” 


Paul Kanamori Has Identified Himself with the 
Japanese Holiness Movement.—He writes to Ameri- 
can friends: 

“On my return from abroad, I found, to my great 
delight, an evangelical church organization earnestly 
contending for the faith once delivered unto the saints, 
and sufficiently strong in numbers and spirit to carry 
out the ‘Million-soul-saving campaign in Japan.’ This 
is the Holiness church of Japan, under the superin- 
tendency of my dear friend, the Rev. J. Nakada. 
Brother Nakada has, at present, one hundred and 
forty-nine churches under his care. There is no prov- 
ince in Japan that has not one or more Holiness 
churches within its precincts, and sixty-five of these 
churches are self-supporting. This is the most re- 
markable phenomenon in the history of the Christian 
church in Japan. 

“These Christians are entirely different from those 
of the Modernist churches. They are praying Chris- 
tians, Bible-believing Christians, and soul-saving Chris- 
tians. “They are taught from the very beginning of 
their Christian life to live holy, clean lives, in the 
midst of this crooked and perverse generation. They 
are taught to tithe their incomes, and this is the rea- 
son why these Holiness churches become self-support- 
ing from the beginning. I have no doubt but their 
great objective of saving a million souls before the 





In Darkest Spain 





The Semeur Vaudois reports this of Span- 
ish Catholicism. “The mother of a family 
attended Protestant worship and heard men- 
tion of the brothers and sisters of Jesus. She 
made inquiries concerning them of a Protes- 
tant, who showed her the passages in the 
New Testament that mention them. This 
was reported to a priest, who thereupon 
visited her, with two witnesses, to ask 
her if she had said that Jesus had brothers, 
In her fright she replied, ‘It is not I but 
Matthew and Luke who affirm it.” She 
was brought before the courts and sentenced 
to two years’ imprisonment. The Protestant 
pastor and his church brought the case be- 
fore a higher court, which only confirmed 
the judgment. “Such talk is worse than 
blasphemy,” declared the procurator-general, 
“for it ig an attack on the teaching of the 
state religion.” So the woman is now in 
prison “for seditious talk” that was really 
only Biblical quotation. 











Lord comes will surely be realized by these consecrated 
Christians of the Holiness church of Japan.” 

So Mr. Kanamori has taken. a prophet’s chamber 
at the Holiness headquarters, and is printing a million 


copies of his “Three Hour Sermon” as ammunition for . 


this million souls campaign. 


Expansion in Korea.—The Japanese Holiness Mis- 
sion has overflowed into Korea and has now fifty-one 
organized churches with some sixty-seven outstations 
or places for prayer. It has ninety-seven native 
workers, of whom thirty-eight are Bible women. The 
workers engaged in this ministry have been keeping 


- constantly at it, fording streams, climbing mountains, 


exposed to all-kinds of weather. They have preached 


- the Word of Life in more than three hundred thousand 


homes. 


Extraterritoriality in China seems a needful thing, 


- in' view of the prevailing barbarism of the courts and 


prison systems. II!lusionists may say what they will, 
but China is still a heathen land with all that that 


- implies. ‘In the eighteen Provinces of China there 


are 1,880 counties. Each county seat has a group of 
These, Dr. Charles Ernest Scott writes me, 
are not the “model prisons” shown to the foreign dele- 
gates attending the Conference on the Abolition of 
Extraterritoriality, —the show places in Peking and 
Mukden and Tientsin. 
in such a yamen jail as that at Ch’ang Ch’ing, where 
Dr. Scott thas recently been preaching to the prisoners. 

“One series of cells, dark, low, ventilationless, was 
without windows or even light, except as it streamed 
in through an outside door opening into a long cor- 


* 


The real thing is to be found - 






* 761' 


ridor. The men lay heavily chained. No water is 
furnished them, even to wash. their. hands, and they 
are covered with sores and vermin. These men have 
not yet been condemned; they are awaiting sentence, 

“The magistrate is condemning witness, prosecuting 
attorney, judge, and jury. If relatives do not bring 
the prisoners food, they starve. Without a pocketful 
of money, secured often by thessale of his land and 
house, a litigant has no show. Sentenced prisoners 
wear about their necks heavy iron rings, which are 
fastened to a chain at the waist; their feet also are 
shackled in heavy iron fetters. Men lie in all states 
and kinds of disease untended. In the hot, muggy 
months the toll of death is awful. 

“There are scores, often hundreds of hangers-on 
and henchmen, —evil-eyed, greasy-clothed, who ‘live 
by the yamen,’ spying on the people, informing, dex- 
terous in false accusations, going to the villages to 
make arrests, squeezing, browbeating, blackmailing. 
... All these men are unsalaried. It is therefore con- 
ceivable how food, sent in by family or friend to an 
accused man, may become attenuated before it reaches 
the prisoner.” 

What might happen to an American or English 
missionary in these frightful Chinese courts is illus- 
trated by Dr. Scott. “Among the prisoners to whom 
I preached was a powerfully framed Russian soldier, 
who, in addition to the foot fetters, had his wrists 
handcuffed. He was forced to walk eighty li only to 
be shot on arriving at his destination. The Soviet 
government having renounced for Russians the right 
of extraterritoriality, he could claim no justice. In- 
deed, justice does not exist in China even for the 
Chinese people. 

“Torture is still used in these hsien yamens (county 
courthouses) for extracting evidence or extorting con- 
fession of guilt. During two years of famine relief, 
Dr. Scott’s headquarters were in a yamen next to 
‘the judgment hall.’ A paper wall, well punctured, 
was all that separated him from ‘the proceedings.’ 
He now understands the purpose of various torture 
instruments to be seen in dungeons of European cas- 
tles. ‘And it is these conditions to which citizens 
of foreign nations are invited to subject themselves 
in the halcyon days ahead.’ ” 


The imperative need of China is our Lord's im- 
perative, “Ye must be born again.” “Many Chinese 
youths and others are preaching ‘a social gospel’ for 
China. It doesn’t work. Without Christ no ®char- 
acter; without character no help for poor old China. 
Our terrible Yellow River has repeatedly been allowed 
to overflow its banks destroying thousands of villages. 
A few thousands used in time would have prevented it; 
now millions are of no avail. And all the time the 
‘generals’ and high civil officials continue ‘to salt down 
their piles, building palaces and establishing private 
banks in the supposedly safe confines of the foreign 
concessions. 

“What heathen administration is, the present state 
of the railways illusfrates. Before the coming of the 
Nero who now rules Shantung, there were five pas- 
senger trains a day both ways, and numerous freights; 
now there is one,—when the military allows it to. 
travel. The rolling stock are flat cars or cattle cars, 
with sides broken ‘and holes in the floors. People 
wait hours for trains which are perhaps twenty-four 
hours late, or do not come at all. One of the Blue 
Express (built in America and never paid for) has 
been used by this governor as the rolling palace of 
his harem of fifty women. It stood for weeks at a 
city station blocking mail, passengers, and freight. 

“The railroads are so poor that many engines can- 
not afford even headlight oil, and the trains run in 
darkness, often to wreck. ‘I have traveled on trains 
whose engines are going to pieces so that they must 
stop for the manufacture of needed parts, lost or worn 
out en route. They crawl along, pulled by pitiful, 
asthmatic engines, their leaking boilers recalling 
sprinkling carts.’ ” 

Dr. Scott tells of troops in a section north of. his 
field, who, after robbing the village in which they 
were quartered, began to rape the women. The vil- 
lage men arose and drove them out. Then troops by 
the thousands were sent in. They surrounded forty 
villages, using machine guns, closing in ever closer, 
as in a rabbit hunt, butchering men and women. They 
were ordered to spare the small children, since these 
would freeze and starve to death. Missionaries and 
Christians were not allowed to care for the wounded 
and dying. The tender mercies of the heathen, indeed! 


Brief Notes.—In the new Soviet calendar, 
Sunday is given the name of Lenin .day, Monday 
Soviet day, Tuesday Revolution day. The months, 
too, receive new names, except February and ~Oc- 
tober, which month-names are associated with Rus- - 
sian revolutions. The rest day is to be on Tuesday 
instead of on Sunday. . . . General Booth spoke be- 
fore the four thousand students of the Doshisha Uni- 
versity, Kyoto, Japan, the great school of the Amer- 
ican Board. It was a genuine Gospel address, at the 
close of which over a hundred. came forward for 
prayers. The leading Japanese in the imperial army, 
a major general, interpreted for the Salvationist gen- 
eral and he did it wonderfully. He is an old Doshisha. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. CHRISTMAS LESSON 


International Uniform Lesson.— Luke 2: 1-20 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. 1: 21 - 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold; 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From Heaven’s all-gracious King”: 

The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 


The Historical Setting 
EROD the Great died just before the Passover 
H of 4 B. C. . The birth of the Lord Jesus Christ 
took place some months earlier, just how long 
before it is not possible to say exactly. Estimates 
range from September of 5 B. C. to January of 4 
B. C. Probably our December date is not far out. 
The relationship of the Lord’s birth to King Herod 
is naturally told by Matthew, for his Gospel is the 
Gospel of the kingdom and he must, therefore, begin 
by showing the relation of the true King who was 
being born to the false and cruel usurper who then 
occupied the throne. ’ 
Luke, on the other hand, wrote the Gospel with 
special reference to the interests of humanity as a 
whole. He was himself probably a Gentile. His 
interests are wider than Israel, careful though he is 
to give prominence to the Lord’s own people in these 
momentous happenings. He accordingly dates the 
Nativity by reference to an important event in the 
civil life of the Roman Empire. One of the marked 
peculiarities of Luke’s writings is the care that he takes 
to date the events he relates. With regard to our 
present subject he dates the time of the Saviour’s 
birth by reference to the census under ie ae 
(Luke 2:1). This is pointedly called the first, thus 
implying that more than one census was taken. Qui- 
rinius is known to have made one in Syria about A. D. 
6. This fact suggests that they were perhaps decen- 
nial. This would place the first census at about 4 
B. C., which agrees very well with the date given by 
Matthew. At present there is no evidence outside the 
third Gospel for a census at such a time. But, as Sir 
William Ramsay says, “when we consider how purely 
accidental is the evidence for the second census, the 
want of evidence for the first seems to constitute no 
argument against the trustworthiness of Luke’s state- 


ment.” The whole authority for the census of A. D. 6 isa ° 


solitary inscription found in Venice. This second cen- 
sus is referred to in Acts 5:37. It may be added 
that the full name of the Governor of Syria was Pub- 
lius Sulpicius Quirinius who was consul im the year 
12 B. C., and he commanded an expedition a few 
years later against the tribes of Marmarica, a ter- 
ritory lying to the west of Egypt. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 2:8.—Jn the same country. Bethlehem lies 
some six miles to the southeast of Jerusalem. It was 
originally called Beth-lehem Ephratah, that is, “the 
house of bread among the corn fields.” The name im- 
plies that it was a farming district. Even now the 
terraced hillsides near the town are covered with plan- 
tations of fruit trees and rich fields.and meadows gay 
with flowers. 

Verse 9.—An angel of the Lord, i. e., one of the 
Lord’s messengers. Both the Greek and Hebrew 
terms used mean “one sent upon an errand.” The 
word is used of a prophet (Hag. 1:13; Mal. 3:1), of 
a priest (Eccles. 5:6; Mal. 2:7), and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself (Isa. 42:19). But usually it is 
employed to describe a superhuman being as here (cf. 
Psa. 104: 4). ; 

Care should be exercised in teaching the pupils about 
these mysterious beings. We need to confine our- 
selves very closely to Scripture. The practically im- 
portant thing is that they are “sent forth to do sery- 
ice for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation” 
(Heb. 1:14). Many people in these days are in dan- 
ger of getting into a nervous condition through the 
increasing Spiritism of our times. To such it may be 
a comfort to be reminded that it is the special func- 
tion of angels to help God’s children. They need not 
fear the baleful activities of evil spirits. 
are also spirits, and are engaged in doing good. At 
the same time, it is also important to observe that the 
New Testament emphasis is not so much on the pres- 
ence of angels with the people of God as on the pres- 
ence of the Lord himself by his Holy Spirit. It is 
‘better to have the Master than the servant. It is bet- 
ter to have the general than a private soldier. It is 
better for our pupils to learn to rest on the promise, 
“T will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13: 


God’s angels * 


Devotional Reading: Luke 2: 8-20. 
Primary Topic: The Coming of the Christ Child. 
Lesson Material: Luke 2: 1-20. 
Memory Verse : Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he 
that shall save his people from their sins.—Matt. 2: 21. 
Junior Topic: God Sends His Son to Earth. 
Lesson Material: Luke 2; 1-20. © 
Memory Verse: 1 John 4: 10. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Prince of Peace. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Promised Era of Peace. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
vs. 8-20 
8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding 
in the field, and keeping 1 watch by night over their flock. 
9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. 1@ And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people: 11 for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is ?Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this is the sign unto you: Ye shall find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth * peace among ‘men in whom he is well 
pleased. 
1S And it came to paces, when the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this * thing that 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known concerning the saying which 
was spoken to them about this child. 18 And all that 
heard it wondered at the things which were spoken unto 
them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these ° say- 
ings, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, even us it was spoken unto 
them. 
10r, night-watches.- 2Or, Anointed Lord. ® Many 
ancient authorities read, peace, good pleasure among 
men. *Gr., men of good pleasure. ®Or, saying. °Or, 
things. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








5), than to be occupied with pretty but often legendary 
stories about angels. ‘ 
Sore afraid. Such is always the effect of contact 
with a visitant from another world,—a quite suffi- 
cient reason for our not desiring, still less seeking, any 
such experience. The Lord Jesus is not now, nor 
ever has been, an angel. “He took’ not on him the 
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abra- 
ham” (Heb. 2:16). In Whittier’s glowing words: 


But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present help is He; 

And faith has still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee. 


Verse 10—All the people. Rightly, the announce- 
ment is first of all to God’s ancient people Israel. “To 
the Jew first” (Rom. t: 16) is God’s order, both in 
blessing and in judgment. Great joy. This is the 
heart of the Christmas message, and it is very signifi- 
cant. Man’s sin had made.of God’s fair world a place 





Good Tidings 
By Amos R. Wells 


NGELS of Bethlehem, shining afar, borne on the 
light of the wonderful star, tidings of Heaven 
exultantly bring; angels of Bethlehem, joyously 
sing! News, blessed news from the Bethlehem sky, 
borne to the lowly and borne.to the high, told to 
the shepherds and told to the king, angels of Beth- 
lehem, joyously sing! News in the highest, the 
glory divine out of the courts where the seraphim 
| shine; ‘news in the lewest, fair peace among men: 
sing it, ye angels, again and again. Strains of the 
loftiest music employ, sing the good tidings of in- 
finite joy ; sing to the burdened, the weary, and 
sad; sing the good tidings eternally glad. Angels 
of Bethlehem, tell of the Birth: love of the Father 
come lowly to earth, love of the Father come bless- 
edly near, born to our sinning and sorrow and fear. 
Angels of Bethlehem, publish the word! Sing of 
the Saviour, the Christ and the Lord! Sing of the 
Son who will save us indeed out of the woe of our 
uttermost need. Angels of Bethlehem, never again 
will Heaven seem shut to the anguish of men. 
Blessed the answer we hear as we pray: sing of the 
Saviour forever and aye! 











such as the Holy Ghost described in’ Romans 1. Into 
such a sink of iniquity God himself came in the per- 
son of his only begotten Son. And he came, not, as 
we might expect, for judgment, but in order to bless. 
Man’s sin had made misery; the Lord Jesus came to 
bring joy. Death had come in by reason of sin; the 
Lord Jesus came to bring life. It is all so amazingly 
unlike what we would naturally expect. It is so 
utterly unlike the way in which we usually deal with 
one another. 


_ Verse 11.—For. Notice the connection, tidings of great 
joy because there is born... a Saviour. “Jesus” 


spells joy to every one who will receive him. As we 
sometimes sing: « 


He did not come to judge the world, 
He did not come to blame, 

He did not only come to seek, 
It was to save He came. 

And when we call him Saviour 
We call Him by His name. 


Christ the Lord. God did not commit the work of 
saving sinners to anyone but himself. He had sent 
messengers to men before. He had spoken to the 
fathers by the prophets (Heb. 1:1). But all this was 
only preparatory to the ministry of the Son. himself. 
If a father has a child in danger we know how hard 
it is for him to have to depute that child’s case to an- 
other, however kind and sympathetic that other person 
may be. Often for us it is necessary because of our 
limitations. So the child is resigned into the hands 
of the surgeon, but with what heartache! How gladly 
would the father do it all if he could! And God both 
could and he did do it all himself. He came right 
down to where we had sunk ourselves in order that 
he might save and lift us up to himself. 


Verse 12—The sign unto you. “The story of the 
birth is told with a simple grace that excels the most 
perfect art. Its theme, hardly to be handled without 
being depraved, is touched with the most exquisite 
delicacy. The. veil where it ought to conceal does not 
reveal. Where it can be lifted it is lifted, but softly, 
and neither torn nor soiled. There is as little trace 
of a course or prurient as of an inventive or amplify- 
ing faculty. The reticence is much more remarkable 
than the speech. Indeed, the distinction between his— 
tory and legend could not be better marked than by 
the reserve of the canonical and the vulgar detail of 
the Apocryphal gospels” (Fairbairn). 

Verse 13—A multitude. Things were happening 
that the angels desired to look into (1 Pet. 1:12). 
The angels praised the incarnate Son of God thus 
come to earth. Later there was added to their sub- 
jects for praise this further one, that this same Lord 
gr should be “the Lamb that was slain” (Rev. 
S339). 

Verse 14.—Glory to God. God’s glory is seen in 
creation, but it is seen in yet more heart-compelling 
fashion in the redemption. It took omnipotence to 
create, but it took love to redeem the creature from 
the self-destruction into which he had plunged. 

Verse 15.—Let us now go... and see. Note the 
activity of the shepherds’ faith. Faith to them was 
not a mere passive acceptance of the angel’s message. 
They must put the message to the proof. Faith for 
them was not just a matter of the heart but of the 
feet. The streets of our cities were placarded some 
time ago with the injunction to purchase a certain 
article. The advertisements always ended with the 
insistent words, “Do it now.” Do it now while the 
interest is fresh. Do it now while your impulse is 
stirred. Do it now before other things crowd in. 
Let us now go... and see. Let us put God’s word 
to the test. “Do it now.” 


Verse 16.—They ... found. The heavenly sign 
was verified. The heavenly word had its earthly ful- 
fillment. What an utter overturning of human values, 
—the angels in the glory, the Babe in the stable! 
And yet that glory all because of, and subservient to, 
that little Child. It had been a night of pain to the 
lowly mother, following upon a day of disappointment 
and humiliation (v. 7). And God, who knew haw 
sorely his yielded, obedient child had been tried, sends 
to her his outward evidence of his own acceptance and 
approval of her sacrifice through the lips of these 
rough men. With what reverence and delicacy they 
perform their mission! And how the message from 
the star-lighted hillside must have cheered the hearts 
and strengthened the faith alike of the virgin mother 
and of honesf, faithful Joseph! 

Think of the contrast, on that night, between the 
Child of the Hebrew mother, as he lay in his rough 
cradle and Augustus Caesar whose decree had 


brought Mary to Bethlehem, as he lay in his imperial 
palace. 


Yet today, that Caesar’s chief importance lies 
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Lesson for December 25 
Luke 2 : 1-20 


in the fact that it-was given to. him to be the occupant 
of the throne at the time that Child was born. The 


. Babe of Bethlehem was Caésar’s Lord and Caesar’s 


Judge. 

A Lesson Outline 
The consequences of the Nativity: 
1. The revelation of God to man. . 
2. The manifestation of a perfect manhood. 


3. The offering of the perfect sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. 


Golden Topics 


Christ’s coming was prophetical. It told men about 
. “No man hath seen God... the only begotten 

. .. he hath declared him” (John 1: 18). 
. Christ’s coming was productive. He not only ex- 
hibited a perfect manhood living under human condi- 
tions, but he had the effect of making other men like 
himself. “Thou art Simon .. . thou shalt be called 
Cephas” (John 1:42) was his word to an ordinary, 
sinful man. We are predestined to be conformed to 
the likeness of God’s Son (Rom. 8: 29). . 

Christ’s coming was propitiatory. Supremely and 
beyond everything else he came to make it possible 
for a holy God to have dealings, in satisfied love, with 
unholy and sinful men. 


The Practical Aim 


To get the pupils to imitate the shepherds in their 
acceptance of the historical fact attested by the divine 
revelation, and to try out this fact for themselves in 
experience (John 7:17). 


Final Word 


And. so the Word had breath, and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In loveliness of perfect deeds, 

More strong than all poetic thought; 


Which he may read that binds the sheaf 
Or builds the house or digs the grave, 
And those wild eyes that watch the wave 
In roarings round the coral reef. 
—Tennyson. 
TuNnsrRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


3 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staft,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given ‘in the following issue? 


HAT has ever been the world’s greatest need? 
2. What instances can you name of Luke’s care 
for chronological details? 

3. What names for Jesus, given him before his first 
advent by the Hebrew prophets, can you name? 

4. Who first called the Saviour the “Prince of Peace” ? 

5. What names were given to Jesus before his birth, in 
the Gospel records? ‘ 

6. What names did Jesus use for himself, while,on 
earth? 

7. What two figurative names for Jesus link the two 
Testaments together, oto two entirely different as- 
pects of his nature and work 

8. What reassuring term (exhortation) uttered by the 
angel to Joseph foretelling the birth of Jesus, uttered by 
the angel to the shepherds, and often uttered by our Lord 
to his disciples during his ministry on earth, is of deep 
significance as to Jesus’ mission? 

9. Why did the shepherds not need to fear? 

10. How did our Lord later confirm the significance of 
the words, ‘Unto you is born”? 

11. Name the most meaningless and at the same time 
the most comprehensive word used in Scripture descrip- 
tive of God’s love. 

12. What practical application can you make of the part 
that the angels and the shepherds and Mary herself had 
in the events related in the lesson? ; 

13. What is it that gives significance to the fact that 
a babe was born at this time in Bethlehem? 

14. What helps to give perennial freshness to the 
Christmas story? 





Answer to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Real Christmas Story.—I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all the people (v.10). Any 
joy-bringer is the one who scores. We have invented 
and manufacture an article of mill equipment. We get 
our machine to market entirely by advertisements in 
trade papers. In these advertisements we sometimes 
mix business and religion a little bit. At Christmas 
time we print an advertisement headed “God Bless Us 
Every One.” Then follows a homely message of joy. 
and good will with little or no mention of the virtues 
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The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
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Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a cozen. 


_ 1. October 2.—Elijah on Mount Carmel ........ 1 Kings 18 
2. October 9.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice ....... 1 Kings 19 
3- October 16.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard ..... 1 Kings 21 


4. October 23.—The Call of the Prophet 
1 Kings 19:19, 20; Amos 7: 10-15; Isaiah 6: 1-8 
s. October 30.—Amos Denounces Sin. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ...... Amos 2:4 to 3:15 
6. November 6.—Amos Pleads for Justice ...Amos 5 and 7 
7. November 13.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love 
Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
8 November 20.—Micah Champions the Oppressed 
4 Micah 2, 3, 6, and 7: 1-6 
9. November 27.-—-Isaiah Téaches True Worshir 
Isaiah 1 : 1-20 
10. December 4.—Isaiah Teaches Right Living 
Isaiah 3:1 to §:30 
11. December 11.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers 
. Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
12. December 18.—Review: The Early Prophets ‘of Israel 
13. December 25.—Christmas Lesson ..........- Luke 2: 1-20 








of the machine. We have been doing this for some 
years. A year or two ago we received from Great 
Britain one of the finest orders for the equipment we 
have ever had, and the money accompanied the order 
which ran into a considerable sum. The machinery 


_was installed in one of England’s, finest plants of its 


sort. We expected to spend this summer in which I 
write in Europe. When our customer learned that 
Mrs. Ridgway and I were to be in London we were 
invited to come and spend a fortnight with him in 
his beautiful home. “Mrs. M— will show you all the 
Shakespeare country in her automobile, as we live in 
the midst of it,” wrote the gentleman. In this Christ- 
mas advertisement we use we have tried to lay in 
briefly the background for a real sure-to-goodness 
Christmas story which will be appreciated by all busi- 
ness men who have goods they strive to get to market. 
We are talking about “great joy” today, please remem- 
ber —and what greater joy to those who have some- 
thing to sell, whether time, talent, skill, machinery, or 
merchandise, than to get a nice big order with cash 
on the nail! — but this is only the start of the story. 


More of the Real Christmas Story.—And on earth 
peace among men (v. 14). Last month we got a let- 
ter from the engineer who planned and built the great 
plant mentioned in the former paragraph. He says 
this: “Do you know how you came to get this fine 
order for your equipment? Well, I'll tell you. I had 
just returned from a long stay in the Far East, and 
had arrived in Berlin at Christmas time.. I was blue 
and the most terribly homesick fellow for my wife and 
little folks there ever was. I stepped into the office 
of a friend and happened to pick up an American 
trade paper. In turning over its pages, reading the 
advertisements from the homeland, I came to your 
wonderful Christmas preachment. It was so homey 
and natural and human and between all the lines I 
could read such a volume of good old United States 
Christmas joy, good will, and fellowship that right 
then and there Christmas joy came to me out of that 
advertisement of yours. So it happened that when 
years later, I had this big plant to®plan and put up t 
remembered Ridgway and his Christmas sermon of 
joy and good nature. I said to myself, ‘There’s a fel- 
low I'll bet is no mere swivel chair Christian but is 
up and out and on the job. I'll bet he knows how to 
make a machine as good as his advertisement.’ Al- 


though I have never seen you, I do not think I am’ 


wrong in my guess,—now, am I!” He also bet I 
liked a good cigar and Some other things, in his letter, 
so he is not a perfect .guesser after all, for I do not 
use tobacco. Folks who spend money for advertis- 
ing may be interested to know that it took fifteen years 
for that advertisement in that paper in Berlin to “bring 
home the bacon.” And that is not slang either, for 
the plant in question is one of England’s greatest 
packing houses. There are several morals from this 
true Christmas story. One of them is, “Wear your 
religion on your sleeve where folks can see it.” (See 
Eccles. 11: 1.) ‘ 


Keeping Young.—But Mary kepi all these sayings 
... im her heart (v.:19). It has been twenty years 
since we wrote our first Christmas lesson in this 
Corner in 1907. A great many things can happen to 
a fellow in twenty years. He can lose his hair and his 
beauty, if he has any. And, alas, many friends... But 
there are two things he need never lose no matter how 
long he may live. These two things are his heart 
and his pep. Look at Moses (Deut. 34:7). They 
that wait upon the Lord renew their youth. Yes, I 
know it is written “strength,” but it means the same, 
as the professor will tell you. Gladstone, when as old 
as Uncle Joe Cannon and older, spoke for three hours 
on the Home Rule Bill in one of the greatest speeches 
of his career. Lloyd George says, “He was rejuve- 
nated by the magic of an inspired soul.” And you 
know what inspiration means. Well, here we are after 
twenty long years—and the only trouble with us is 
we keep forgetting all the time that we are no longer 
in the sweet-sixteen class, and that we are supposed 
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to be very grave, sedate, and more or less paternal. 
Mary kept things in her heart. They were good 
things, the best of all things, the salvation of a world 
which at that very moment was stewing .in its own 


juice of sin, with licentious Rome keeping the pot 


boiling. Just the mere keeping of good thing in our 
heart makes us want to live long and helps us to 
live long. Everybody knows that the thing that makes 
folks old and spoils. any Christmas is worry. A 
worrying Christian, if there is such an animal, is as 
great a joke as a—well, as a cherry colored cat. 
“There ain’t no sich critter,” at least not at Christ- 
mas. And here’s wishing you all, for the twentieth 
time, a “same to you.” The Corner hands you these 
favorite texts as his Christmas greeting for 1927: 
Psalm 21: 1-7; 3 John 1-4. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teach- 
ing. 











O, THERE is no mistake about it. It is the 

end of the Quarter, but the writer knows we had 
the Review lesson last week. This is simply another 
review —a yearly review. For is that not what the 
recurring Christmas lesson is? How many reviews 
of this lesson have you had with your class; how many 
have you had yourself? So many, no doubt, that few 
of us will feel that there is very much more that we 
can do than to present or review the old, old story 
once again. All of us have found, of course, that it 
is an old, old story .ever new, and there is a fresh- 
ness about it with each recurring Christmas time that 
makes it marvelously interesting, not only to the lit- 
tle ones to whom it makes special appeal but to all 
who appreciate its significance, no matter how many 
times they have heard it. 

This suggests the most important matter to remem- 
ber in the review, namely, that we have here not only 
a historic fact whose details we may recall and relate, 
but we have here also a happening whose importance 
and significance must be stressed properly if it is to 
form the proper basis for that which is so personal to 
every one of us. It is not the fact of a “babe -wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger,” but the 
fact that he is “a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
that gives meaning to it all and constitutes the “good 
tidings of great joy.” And; like Mary, we may well 
keep all these things and ponder them in our hearts, 
for they are worthy of the profoundest meditation; 
but like the angels we, too, as messengers of God, 
especially to the little ones at Christmas time, should 
go not merely to teach a lesson, or annually to re- 
view a lesson, but happily to proclaim again to them 
and to all the world these “good tidings of great joy.” 

Hunt1nopon, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons fo 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


In the Dark Hour.—By night (Luke 2:8). 


I can rejoice though midnight is upon me; 
I can be happy, though the sun is gone. 
It was at eve God walked of old with Adam; 
It was at night that Christ the Lord was born. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Oxford, Eng.. 


‘Too Much to Grasp.—The glory of the Lord shone 
round about them (v. 9). It was in the year 1722, 
more than two hundred years ago, when the first mis- 
sionary came to Greenland. It was the Norwegian 
preacher Hans Egede. Many years he labored among 
the heathen, seemingly in vain. It appeared as though 
the sheets of ice that covered the land also covered 
the hearts of the people. Discouraged, he decided at 
last to return to Norway, when his faithful and daunt- 
less wife Gertrude besought him to remain a while 
longer. Christmas came, and, facing his Eskimo 
hearers who for six months in the year dwelt in dark- 
ness, he preached about the light that came into the 
world in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
tremor ran through the rows of his attentive listeners. 
An old man arose-and called to the missionary, “Stop, 
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reverened Father, stop, this is too much 
for one day; we cannot grasp so much 
light and love all at once.” The ice had 
melted before the light that shone into 
their gloom, and the Eskimos bowed be- 
fore the sacred greatness of the Christ 
Child—Translated from “Das Ewige 
Licht.” Sent by Edith Nang, Portland, 
Ore. 


Three Good Pillows.—Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy (v. 10). 
This salvation is “so great” because of 
the splendor of its outlook. In seeking 
to comfort a young doctor who was dy- 
ing, I said to him, “Doctor, the past 1s 
all answered for in the atoning death of 
Christ; the present is all provided for in 
his shepherd care; and the future is all 
secured in his coming glory.” I related 
this in a meeting, and an old lady going 
out was asked, “Did you get a blessing?” 
“Blessing !” she exclaimed in a quavering 
voice. “The past is all answered for; 
the present is ali provided for; and the 
future is all secured. I have three good 
pillows on which to sleep tonight.”— 
From F, E. Marsh in the Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 


Release — for Whom?—Good tidings 
. «+ which shall be to all the people (v. 
10). Chaplain Henry Clay Trumbull 
said: “I found myself, in the fortunes of 
war, a prisoner at Richmond. One eve- 
ning as we lay down to sleep, it was 
whispered that a flag-of-truce boat had 
arrived, and some would be released on 
the morrow. That was good tidings, 
but the question to each was, “Am I to 
be released?” and we slept with dreams 
of home. In the morning there was 
breathless expectation. The name of the 
favored prisoner was Chaplain Trumbull. 
This was good tidings for me, but did 
not affect all. Christ’s coming brought 
good tidings to all—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration, 


N-E-W-S.—Good tidings of great joy 
(v. 10).. It is significant that the word 
“news” is made up of the first letters 
of north, east, west, and south. So the 
Good News of the Gospel is sent out to 
all points of the compass, that all the ends 
of the earth may look and be saved.— 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Is, Not If.—Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing that is 
come to pass (v. 15). When preaching 
a Christmas sermon, the Rev. D. H. Mar- 
tin brought out a striking fact that has 
escaped many. He called attention to 
what the shepherds in the field said to 
one another after the angel had brought 
them definite word about the birth of a 
“Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” They 
did not say, “Let us go and see if this 
thing is come to pass.” ‘They said, ‘Let 
us go and see this thing that is come to 
pass.” What a world of difference be- 
tween the two ways of taking God's 
word!—From The Expositor. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Waits, Ewell, Surrey, Eng., 
W: J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y., and 
Laura A. Ellison, Topsfield, Mass. 


Facts About Mary.—Muary (v. 19). 
Scripture tells the following facts about 
Mary: She was highly favored and blessed 
among women (Luke 1:28); she knew 
that: she needed a Saviour (Luke 1: 47) ; 
she needed a sin-offering (Luke 2: 22- 
24) ; she needed to be taken care of (John 
19: 26, 27); she needed a home (John 
19: 27); she needed prayer (Acts 1: 14); 
she needed and received the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:4; 2:1, 4); she left one strik- 
ing injunction: ‘“Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it” (John 2:5)—From Our 
Hope. Sent by Edith Nans, Portland, 
Ore. 


The Signature.—His name JESUS 
(Golden Text). Is there anything in a 
name? Many names would be worthless 
if signed to a check of any size. How 
would. you like to have the name of 
Henry Ford or the name of John D. 
Rockefeller signed to the check that is 
presented to you?—Sent by William S. 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Not Tolerable Captivity—He . .. 
shall save his people from their sins 
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(Golden Text). It is not enough, if you 
would help a prisoner, to go to him and 
say, “Friend, I come to instruct you, to 
amuse you, te help you to pass the time.” 
What he wants is not to have his captiv- 
ity made more tolerable, but to be set 
free.’ And our Lord came to make us 
free—From the Gospel Witness. Sent 
by Wilfred E. Cholerton, Holloway, Ont., 
Can. 

What to Learn First.—TJhou shalt call 
his name JESUS (Golden Text). A 
freeman’s teacher writes of a colored wo- 
man who, having learned her alphabet, 
said, “Now I want to learn to spell Jesus, 
for ‘pears like the rest will come easier 
if I learn to spell the blessed name first.” 
A good many things come easier when 
we learn that name first—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Miss G. 3. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


For Whom Did Christ Die?—For it 
is he that shall save his people from their 
sins (Golden Text). Dr. Pierson once 
told at Keswick of a dozen shipwrecked 
men, laboring in heavy seas in an over- 
loaded boat, when one of the seamen, in 
order to lighten the boat, deliberately 
sprang overboard, and the rest were 
saved. For which of the eleven, asked 
Dr. Pierson, did the sailor give his life? 
If Christ died for all, he died for each; 
for no one more than another; and for 
no one excepted or omitted. The. sun 
shines for seventeen hundred millions of 
mankind; but I know, as a fact, that he 
shines for me, and would tomorrow 
morning, if not another soul survived on 
the globe. If Christ died for anyone he 
died for every one, for Christ is the rep- 
resentative man: as such, he could not die 
for one without dying for all. So he 
loved me and gave himself for me— 
From D. M. Panton, in Christ Life. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt; Canby, Minn. 

Giving Our Life Not Enough.—Thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for it is he 
that shall save his people from their sins 
(Golden Text). A Christian lady visited 
a- badly wounded soldier, lying in the 
ward of a large military hospital. <A 
nurse, entering, said to him, “You have 
no need to worry Over your sins; anyone 


| giving anything to others if God’s great 





who gives his life for his country, as you 
have, is all right.’ The man smiled 
faintly, but shook his head and said, “Ah, 
lady, that is a mistake! When I lay 
out there in the open, I knew I had done 
my bit. I hadn’t failed king and coun- 
try; but that didn’t help me to face God. 
I wasn’t fit to die, and I knew it, and 
it has been an awful trouble to me every 
day since. But just now, as I heard that 
lady’s prayer, I saw the Lord Jesus had 
been punished for all my sins, and I 
might go free, and such peace has come 
into my heart. How wonderful of him 
to die for the likes of me! No, I’ll not 
be afraid to die now, because he has for- 
given me.”—From the Wonderful Word. 
Sent by T. D. Gehret, Scranton, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that.at this Christmas time 
we are confronted anew with the wonderful 
story of the coming of thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour. In the midst 
of our joy may we not forget his mission. 
May we realize anew all that this season 
means. How great is our salvation, and how 
hopeless our case without the Lord Jesus! 
May our hearts be very wamm toward those 
who: do ‘not as yet know him, and may we 
feel a new obligation to carry to others the 
glad message of the angels. We ask it in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a wonderful 
time this is for the giving of gifts to those 
whom we love! How busy we have been 
with selecting those gifts and trying to 
make other folks glad at this time! I 
wonder how much the crowds in the 
stores and along the streets have been 
thinking about the One whose birthday 
we celebrate at this Christmas time. Have 
we thought enough of the gift that God 
has given us, in his Son? Do you realize 
how little we would be thinking about 


gift had not been given to the world? 
Can you repeat the Golden Text? Yes, 
that’s right. Why, without this sa- 

Jesus we would be in the darkness and 





“It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins. Wherefore when He cometh into the world, 
He saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 


a body hast thou prepared me.” 


Heb. 10:4,5 
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™W313:27 





Three species of domesticated animals,oxen,sheep, 
and goats, had vainly yielded up life on Jewish al- 
tars to atone for human 
fitting that the Antitype of all that Mosaic rit- .. 

ould enter the world in a cattle- shediyo— 
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sin. How peculiar! 
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distress of sin even now! Do you real- 
ize what it means to have a Saviour who 
can save us from our sins? While we 
are enjoying this Christmas time with 
our friends, as indeed we ought to do, let 
us not forget not only their gift, but be- 
yond all that, the gift of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose name was called Jesus, be- 
cause Jesus means Saviour, and he would 
save his people from their sins. Let’s 
bow our heads and thank him for that 
salvation which is open to every one of 
us who will believe. Let us pray. 





GOD'S GIFT TO US 
Our Saes® 
OUR GIFT TO HIM 

















Lesson Hymns and Psalms 

“Silent Night! Holy Night!” 

“Dear Little Stranger.’ 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

“Luther’s Cradle’ Hymn.” 

“As With Gladness Men of Old.” 

“Joy to the World!” 

“Calm on the Listening Ear of Night.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Waiting for the Lord’ (262: 1-3). 


Psalm 130: 5-8 
“Christ the Lord” (237 : 1-3). 


Psalm 118: 19-29; Luke 2: 11 
“Tell of His Glory” (305 : 1-3). 


Psalm 148: 1, 2, 11-14 
“His Eternal Glory” (154 : 1-3). Psalm 72 : 1-17. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ERHAPS the children can repeat 

with you Luke 2;8-20. If they do 
not know the passage, read it to them, 
and help them to see the whole scene. 
The shepherds - had. gathered all their 
sheep into the fold for the night. They 
had settled down to watch, and to keep 
the wolves and bears. from catching the 
sheep. It may be that they were all sit- 
ting around a brush. fire talking about 
the King who had been promised long 
ago, wondering when he would come, 
Then, perhaps they were all quiet for a 
while, thinking how they would love to 
have the King come. 

God knew how these shepherds would 
enjoy hearing that the King had already 
come as a little baby. So he opened the 
door, and let the beautiful light of 
Heaven shine down on those humble men, 
and sent an angei to tell them the won- 
derful news. The shepherds had never 
seen an angel or a light like that before, 


‘|and they were dreadfully frightened. But 


the. angel ‘told them not to be afraid, 
that he had come to tell them some good 
news. And that good news was that the 


-_| Baby King had been born in Bethlehem, 


and he was to be the world’s Saviour. 

Now this was the very best news that 
had ever been told, and the angels in 
Heaven could not help rejoicing. God 
let a great multitude of them come down 
with his messenger to praise him, and-to 
tell of his-.good will to all the people 
of the earth by saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” Then all the angels 
went back to Heaven, and the door was 
closed. 

The shepherds said one to another, 
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing . . . which the Lord hath 
made known unto us.” They: went at 
once, and, sure enough, they saw a sweet 
little Baby in a stable, sleeping in a feed 
trough, because there was no room in 
the inn. 

After they had seen the Baby King, 
the shepherds, like a crowd of happy boys, 
waked up the sleepy people of Bethlehem 
to tell them the wonderful news. Ther 
they went back to their sheep. 








This first Christmas Day was nearly 
two thousand years ago, and although the 
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Lesson for December 25 
Luke a: 1-20 


Good News was for all people, still many 
have never heard. Yes, there are mil- 
lions of little children in the world who 
do not know the sweet meaning of this 
happy season. Ask the children if they 
would not like to give a birthday gift 
to the King, by helping to send the Good 
News to those who have never heard or 
by giving a present to some one for whom 
nothing has been prepared. 


Away in a manger, no crib for His head, 
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet 


head; 

The stars in the heavens looked down where 
He lay; 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep in the hay. 


Be near us, Lord: Jesus, we ask Thee to stay 
Close by us forever and love us, we pray; 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender 


care, , ; 
And take us to Heaven to live with Thee 
there. ° 
—Martin Luther. 
Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: No language. — 
Discussion: Let it. take the form of 
the exercise suggested below. Write 
on the blackboard the adverbs offered by 
the fellows;-then draw a big SO through 
and around them. 
Objective: Personal evangelism. 


AY, fellows, when God wanted to ex-. 

press his love to the world there was 
no spoken or written language that would 
contain it. There never has been one. 
Therefore he came, himself, in the per- 
son of his Son Jesus Christ that he might 
show the world how great is that love. 
John 3:16 is doubtless the best state- 
ment in brief space, but even that falls 
short. There is no qualifying adverb 
there but the word “so,” and that means 
nothing without the very person of Christ 
to give-it meaning. It would be an inter- 
esting’ exercise for Christmas morning to 
write this sentence: ‘God loved.” 
Then call up every qualifying adverb 
you can muster to describe how he loved. 
Fill in the blank with these adverbs as 
they ‘come to your mind. There are 
many.’ Greatly. Wonderfully. Savingly. 
Everlastingly. Transcendently, Divinely. 
Infinitely. You can think of dozens more. 
Yet each one falls short, and even all 
combined fall short of telling the height 
and the depth and the measureless volume 
and power of God’s love. Therefore the 
little word “so” was used in John 3: 16 
and that sends you to ,Jesus himself 
to find out how much loved the 
world. 

That is why the Lord Jesus had to 
come to earth in person and minister in 
person and stiffer in person and die in 
person. It was the only possible way 
for the world to comprehend the love of 
God, to. the extent of the world’s ability 
to comprehend. “And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among ‘us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only, 
begotten of the Father) full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). There is doubtless 
much more about this love to be learned 
later when our capacities are enlarged 
in his glorified presence. 

There’s no finer thought of Jesus we 
could dwell upon than this, fellows. It 
undergirds and surrounds and overshad- 
ows all the other beautiful things you 
can think about him. He is the expres- 
sion of: our Father’s concern and love 
and purpose for us. God gives us our 
best understanding of himself through 
the personal: touch. 

So this matter of “person” from the 
very beginning became the genius of the 
Gospel:' It. cannot be written, it cannot 
be telephoned, it cannot be delegated to 
another: so well as it can be expressed 
personally. In telling others about God’s 
love, everything we have must be thrown 
into the message—all our faculties — 
our persons. It is not enough to give 
money, nor to pray, nor to make plans 
for others: we ourselves must “go” in 
person to as many as we can reach in 
person, and all can reach some. 

I do not know any better way to make 
this season the happiest we have known 
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—and one from which we may date our 
best real grasp of a happy life program 
—than actually to start to win others to 
Christ by personally telling some one the 
story. 


GREENSBORO, N, C, 
ue 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Isaiah’s Prince of Peace—to come. 
2. Your Prince of Peace — has he come? 


CHRISTMAS lesson on “The 
Prince of Peace” for girls who have 
been studying Isaiah! What could be 
more perfect than such a climax to this 
series of lessons from the Hebrew 
prophets? For was~ it not- Isaiah -who 
first gave him that’ glorious name? who 
first caught this”aspéct of the coming 
Messiah? ~. ae 
The suggested Scriptures for this les- 
son hold no.reference to Isaiah, nor. in- 
deed to any prophetic announcements of 
the coming of this Prince, but surely we 
shall not violate our theme by concen- 
trating the girls’ study on two of Isaiah’s 
clearest Messianic passages: 9:1-7 and 
11: 1-9. Have them both read as well 
as possible to reveal the wondrous beauty 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Chrrsémas Lesson 
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Of Course Youre Coming! 


with the SUNDAY ScHoo. Times 
Party to the Hoty Lanp 


It Costs Little More Z\\ 


than Staying 
at Home! 


{\ 


GLORIOUS cruise filled to the brim 
with joy, pleasure, inspiration, and 
new experiences — one that will provide 
enough happy memories to last a life- 
time. A 62-day pil- 
grimage to the Holy 










iN . 


we 


to enjoyment among congenial compan- 
ions—people you will be glad and proud to 
know. An enviable opportunity to make 
enduring friendships with those who have 

the same tastes and in- 





terests as yourself, 





Land with delightful 
excursions ashore at 
Mediterranean ports 
—and at a cost that 
scarcely exceeds your 
average dailyliving ex- 
penses at home. 


No need to spend an 
extra dollar! One fee 


our stateroom and 
meals on board ship — 
wonderful sightseeing 
shore trips—special 
train and motor fares 
—guides—tips—all 
taken care of in the 
amazingly low price 
you pay for the entire 
cruise —- from $690 to 


itinerary. 


parks, etc. 


fe ea ND uw 


One Small Fee 
Pays Everything 
1, Stateroom from New York back 
to New York. 
2. Steamship ticket with stop- 
over privileges in Europe un- 
til July 1, 1928. 
3. All meals both aboard and on ers of past centuries 
- shore for entire cruise. 
oat lg for everything. 4. All railroad, automobile, and 
carriage transportation for 


. Accommodations at best hotels 
while on shore. 


. Entrance fees to museums, 


Competent conductors and 
guides for each small group. 

. Tips and service charges for all 

shore excursions. 

. All land and embarkation 


+44 You will revel in the 


glorious sunshine of 
the Mediterranean 
while your neighbors at 
home are battling snow- 
storms and blizzards. 
From port to port we 

0, viewing the won- 


in all of the places 
named below and other 
countries of an older 
civilization. And inthe 
Holy Land you may 
explore Bethlehem, Je- 
rusalem, Nazareth, and 
enjoy the inspiring ex. 
perience of standing on 
the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee and the River 






































charges. Jordan. 
$1,575. 10. All trenéfere between trains, - 
. , Quays, an otels. -_ 
mA pol — = 69 a 11. United States Government tax. l Where We Co 
tions. Forthistourthe - se 
entire White Star Liner Gibraltar 
S. S. Doric has been chartered by James Sights and scenes Spain 
Boring’s Travel Service, Inc. ‘This--a you will never for- Sletove 
veritable floating hotel—will be your get. Timecan never Malta 
home during the cruise. We sail from «efface the memory e 
New York Harbor February 8, 1928. of that tremendous  aaenaes aa 
From the moment you lift anchor you moment when you Palestine 
are under the personal care of thatfa- stand in the Garden Egy 
mous world traveler, Mr. James Boring, of Gethsemane and <= 
and his well-trained staff. then follow the Way Monte Carlo 
of the Cross —truly France 
You can then give yourself up wholly In His Steps, Ensiand = LB 


pes a Short Time Left to 


Reserve Your Stateroom 
We Sail from New York February 8, 1928 


You should make up your mind SSCS COCO COLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL 


TODAY to go with us on this tour! 
The expense is nominal. ‘The op- 
portunity may never come to you 
again. Secure your choice of state- 
rooms by acting at once. Fill out 
and mail the coupon without delay, 
and Mr. Boring will send full de- 
tails and chart showing location of 


staterooms, Name 
The Sunday School Times Address 
325 N. 13th Street, Dept. B-8 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Times 
325 N. 13th St., Dept. B-8, Philadelphia, Pa., 


Please have James Boring’s Travel Service, Inc., send 
me full details of The Sunday School Times Party Cruise 
to the Mediterranean, I assume no obligation, of course. 
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is booklet 


tells how as high as 
OZ, is paid for life 


As high as 9%? For Life? Yes! De- 
pending upon the age of the annuitant the An- 
nuity Bonds of the American Bible Society will 


do just that! 


But, you say, is it safe? Emphatically YES! 
It is safe—in fact the Annuity Bonds of the. 
American Bible Society have elements of safety 
greater than most securities and have many ad- 
vantages which other securities do not possess. 


For over 50 years these bonds have been 
issued without loss to a single investor. 


In addition to being safe, Annuity Bonds 
provide for life an attractive income which never 
depreciates. They are free from complicated 
details, have no coupons to clip, no bank book 
to lose; they assure receipt of a check every 
six months and enable friends of the Bible 
cause to contribute liberally without hardship. 


You should knowall about this enterprising 







it NOW! 
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RK OKs 


Christian work—send in the coupon today—do 


LIFE ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON) 





Age Rate; Age Ratej Age Rate 


1 to 30—4.0%| 55—6.0% | 68—7.3% 
31 to 40—4.5%| 56—6.1 
41—4.6%| 5T—6.2 
58—6.3 








52—5.7% 


—o. 


54—5.9 





Over 80—9.0% 











In determining age reckon from nearest 
birthday 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
GENTLEMEN: Please send me without obligation 


on my part your booklet No. 16-W entitled, 
‘* Bibles and Bonds.”’ 











of them and to get their evident mean- 
ing. No music of the masters is at once 
more worshipful and stately, more ten- 
derly appealing. They must strike re- 
sponsive chords in the hearts of beauty- 
loving girls. 

Lead them, after such readings, to 
note the distinct difference in them. The 
first (9: 1-7) is a vision of the first ad- 
vent of the Messiah-Prince, largely if 
not completely fulfilled in that first com- 
ing of which the Gospels tell us the story, 
from birth to ascension, even on into the 
later New Testament records of thatfirst 


church of his name—indeed on down 


into this present era of his kingdom. The 
Child has been born, the Son has been 
given, and. his name has in truth been 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, 
whose government is increasing as the 
zeal of Jehovah of hosts performs his 
long-promised justice and righteousness. 

But that other vision (11: 1-9) deals 
with the second advent of this same 
Prince of Peace, for which we now await 
to see the complete fulfillment of that 
time of such perfect peace that the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, —after he 
has smitten the earth with the rod of his 
mouth and slain the wicked with the 
breath of his lips, — when they shall not 
destroy nor hurt any more, for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea. 


2. Your girls have probably long been 
taught to love this little Child who leads 
in these golden eras, the little King of 
them all, who slept in a manger in Beth- 
lehem’s stable. They know his story 
well; they love to sing his carols; they 
make gifts at this blessed season in his 
name; they believe he is in truth Isaiah’s 
Prince of Peace, “Maker and Monarch 
and Saviour of all.” 

But can you not lead them to realize, 
this Christmas time, that they may do 
and feel all these things and yet not know 
this Prince of Peace as their own? Help 
them to see that he has not actually come 
to them until each one, for herself, in 
verity opens her heart for his reign 
within, after his cleansing from sin. Does 
she indeed know anything of Isaiah’s joy, 
five hundred years before He first came 
among men; much less any joy like that 
which filled the hearts of those believing 
shepherds who first worshiped at his 
cradle; or the joy that has filled 
countless human hearts these “two thou- 
sand years since, to whom he has come 
as personal Saviour and King? May such 
be the true Christmas joy for each of 
your girls —the joy of a Saviour who 
Ras come to her. 


Home Study 
Memorize one of these Isaiah passages 
as your Christmas lesson. 


Decatur, Ga. 
1 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 18) 


1. Six, if Elisha is included; five promi- 
nently. 


2. (1) God’s covenant people, (2) their 
sin and failure, and (3) their glorious 
future (Scofield). : 

3- From Elijah’s appearance through Isa- 
iah’s life was a span of some two hundred 
and twenty years of time. 


4. Elijah, Amos, and Hosea spoke to Is- 
rael; Micah and Isaiah to Judah. 

5. Isaiah. served more than sixty years, 
the longest time of any of this group. Eli- 
jah’s time was the shortest— only about 
twenty years. Amos’ time is indefinite, 
nothing being known of when it ended. 


6. Elijah’s was a direct rebuke of Baal 
worship. Amos’ was a rebuke to the’ profli- 
ate self-indulgence of Israel and her neigh- 
need at their height of wealth and power. 
Hosea’s was a plea for a return to single- 
hearted devotion to God and the renouncing 
of all idolatrous loves. Micah’s was a clear- 
cut call to righteousness in all of life, the 
righteousness that God requires of all his 
worshipers. Isaiah’s was complex, a sym- 
phony of voices to individual worshipers, to 
rulers, to nations, with prophecies of the 
coming suffering Servant and world-wide 
Saviour, and the final triumph of God’s 
faithful remnant in their place in his plan 
of the ages. 


7. Isaiah was most often quoted, both by. 
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our Lord and by the writers of the New 
Testament. f 

8. The note of Amos is of judgment tipon 
ungrateful sinners; that of Hosea~is the 
bitter sorrow of a devoted spouse at the 
falsity of a loved wife. In both prophecies 
the sin of Israel is black, and dreadful, and 
in neither is there any hiding of its dread- 
ful consequences, but in Amos we have the 
picture of the stern judge pronouncing a 
sentence all too well deserved; in 
the picture is of the strong but yearning 
heart calling to his beloved. whose sin is 
dragging her not only from him but into 
degrading bondage. ercy is a word that 


would seem strangely out of place in Amos,- 


and we do not find it; but it sounds again 
and again in Hosea. 


9. We recognize a very different method 
of approach to the sinful ple of Israel 
in the prophecy of Micah from that which 
was manifest in Hosea. Im both cases it ‘is 
evident that the Lord is reproaching a peo- 
ple who are profuse in sacrificial offerings 
which they are using as a cloak for evil liv- 
ing. In Hosea, there is also, as in Micah, 
the call away from sin -to -righteousness, 
though not the same emphasis upon judg- 
ment. As contrasted with Hosea, where the 
heart 6f God expresses itself, we have in 
Micah the appeal to reason and the setting 
forth in something of the form of reasoned 
argument the conclusions resulting in the 
one case from willing obed 
other from stubborn rebellion. 

10. Personal. 


11. Elijah’s ministry was personal, di- 
rected against the sins of his day. He was 
not a writing prophet. The others have a 
message for the people’ of their ’time, and 
a forward look to the “last days.” 


12. They all tell, of God’s great love for ~ 


a sinning people. 
. 13. Personal. 


_ 14. The New Testament makes it clear; 
in the two advents—the first .advent ~- 


through suffering, the second advent to the 
kingdom in glory, when the national prom- 
ises to Israel will be fulfilled (Matt. 1: 21- 
23; Luke 2: 28-35; 24: 46-48; with Luke 
I: 31-33, 68-75) (Scofield). . 





Children at Home 





Gretta’s Christmas Angel ~ 


By Elsie Grant Henson 


RETTA always lingered before the 


little dry goods store on her way 
home from school. 
it every evening since the Christmas. deco- 
rations had been put into the window. 


She was always longing to see the. 
golden-haired doll holding out eager arms: 


to her. She adored its rosy face, its 


curly hair, and its dainty dress and slip-. 


pers. Then, when she knew she must be 
going. home, she-always turned away with 
a sigh. : 

But today as she came running up so 


eagerly, she stopped short. It was gonel. 


There was another doll, a dark-haired 
one in a red dress, but her doll, the one 
with the lovely blue eyes and silk. dress 
to match, was gone! 
clouded as she turned away. She could 
not hide her bitter disappointment from 
two girls of her own class who had just 
come to look at the Christmas things. 


“It’s gone! The one I wanted is sold!’ . 


she burst out to Lurane and Martha. 


“Which one? Oh, the light-haired one. . 


Well, there’re plenty of others. Look at 
that one in red. She’s pretty,” Martha 
suggested. 

“There isn’t a doll here that I -want, 
anyway!” Lurane declared. “The one I 
want is in a down-town store. It costs 


twelve dollars, and it’s this high!” she. 


measured with her hands. 


“Mother says she doesn’t know where 
I'll put any more dolls ‘if I get any,” : 


laughed Martha. “I have four big. ones 
now. Haven’t you any dolls, Gretta?” 

“Not any big ones like these,” Gretta 
answered, shaking her head. “Oh, of 
course I have some little ones—”’ she 
broke off and turned away, ‘walking 
slowly down the street, leaving Lurane 
and Martha staring at each other in as- 
tonishment. 

Gretta walked on with an ache in her 
heart. No, she had no big doll, and that 
was all she wanted for Christmas. But 
when she had told her mother about the 
golden-haired beauty in the window, her 


ience and in the — 


She had been. doing 


Gretta’s : face. 
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‘Lesson for December 29 
Luke 2 : 1-20 


For Church and Sunday School 











HYMN-BOOK that is ideal for Evan- 

“gelistic Campaigns, Missionary Con- 

ventions, Young People’s Rallies, 
Radio Services, etc. 

202 SELECT SONGS — all favorites — 
91 Songs of Worship and Evangelism, 16 
Songs on the Deeper Life, 8 Songs on Di- 
vine Healing, 23 Songs on Missions, 20 
Songs on the Second Coming, 17 Invitation 
Numbers, 10 for Children, 11 for Choirs, 
6 Choruses. ; 

The very best book possible at a remark- 
ably low price. Cloth, 50c each; $40 

r hundred; Manila, 30c each; $25 per 

undred. | 

A returnable copy will be sent to 
you for examination upon request 
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Bible Press 


WHEN yoo desire the ultimate in beauty, quality, 
Segibility and completeness, ask for a National Bible. 


There are Bibles of all sizes at as many different 
prices to answer every desire, ranging from the beau- 
tiful, flexible Hand Bibles, with Imperial Seal Binding 
and Linen Lining, India Paper and Goid Edges, to 
the large, profusely illustrated Family Bibles. 
“The Book for All Ages” 
There is one which will answer your every wish. 
Ash to see a National Bible at your book store. 


National Publishing Company 
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PEACE OF MIND 


CONCERNING YOUR 
INVESTMENTS 


No satisfaction can surpass that of 
knowing that your invested funds, 
while bringing in regular and assured 
returns at a definite interest rate, 
are, at the same time assisting to 
further an enterprise in which you 
can have a genuine heart interest. 


Annuity Agreements 


of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
are backed by e resources of an 
established institution whose activi- 
ties are directed by a conservative 
and experienced Board of Directors. 
With their -oversight you can be 
assured that your principal is safe,— 


that your interest return will be reg- 
ular and at a definite rate,—that 





} a Bye sine is worthy of your 
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Life Annuity Rates 
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mother had shaken her head. Then she had 
told Gretta that since father had been out 
of work because of his long illness, there 
was but a slim chance for any Christmas 
dolls for her this year. Oh, dear, why 
must some girls have so much and 
others. ... 

Gretta’s lips quivered as she went in- 
side her own little house. She went 
straight into the bedroom where she kept 
her dolls. There was Maggie, her rag 
doll. 
she was sadly in need of repair. 
there was Susette, a dear little black- 
haired dolly, but she was faded, too. And 
Pinky —Gretta took Pinky into her 
arms. She had been faded, too, until 
mother had made her a pretty pink dress 
out-of a-scrap-of silk left from a hat 
she had made. Pinky was a dear, and 
Gretta found it a great comfort to hold 
her close. It helped her not to feel so 
sad about the big, golden-haired doll 
which had been sold and was going to 
brighten some other little girl’s Christ- 


as. . 

The following Sunday morning Gretta 
saw an excited Lurane at the door of their 
Sunday-school room. 

“I know where your doll went!” she 
cried. ‘Just come here and look!” 

Wonderingly, Gretta followed Lurane 
out into a hallway where a line of boxes 
was being placed. As an older girl 
opened other boxes, Gretta gasped. There 
was her lovely golden-haired darling in 
a new pink dress with a hat to match. 

“It’s going to Japan!” Lurane whis- 
pered. “The Junior girls made its clothes. 
Isn’t it ever so much prettier? But I 
like this one best.” Lurane turned to a 
darker-haired doll in a gay red dress. 
“It was made by the Senior girls.” 

Gretta could not keep her mind on the 
Sunday-school lesson after that. Her 
doll was going to far-away Japan. Some 
little Japanese girl would get it, when 
she wanted it so. She was startled out 
of her. thoughts suddenly by her teacher’s 
words, 

“I want each one of you to bring some- 
thing on the Sunday before Christmas 
—a doll, or any toy which is not worn. 
That is one way you can add to Christ- 
mass happiness by sharing something you 
have with some one else.” 

Gretta walked home sorrowfully from 
Sunday-school. What had she to give? 
Nothing. Yes, she had one thing. Pinky 
in her new silk dress was lovely. But 
oh, how could she part with her? 

The days went by bringing Christmas 
closer. Every day Gretta puzzled over 
her problem. What could she do? Must 
she give Pinky, her dearest treasure? And 
yet, Miss Riggs had said that God had 
given his Son! Surely that was a far 
greater gift. Yes, she understood. She 
must get some tissue paper and some rib- 
bon and tie Pinky up, ready to go. She 
must make some little girl hapnv. But 
should she write a note? Yes. She took 
a scrap of tablet paper and wrote: 
“Please. love Pinky always.” 

Through the snow on the Sunday be- 
fore Christmas Gretta hurried to Sun- 
day-school with her package. Timidly 
she laid it beneath the manger Miss 
Riggs had brought. She sighed happily 
as she slipped back to her seat. She 
flushed as she caught Martha and Lurane 
looking at her. Had they seen the par- 
cel she had brought? Were they whis- 
pering about that? 

The days dragged by for Gretta after 
that. She hurried to the-store window 
every evening, hoping to see another 
golden-haired dolly, but she never did. 
Sorrowfully, she would turn away and go 
home to Maggie and Susette. 

At last it was Christmas Eve. Gretta 
thoroughly enjoyed helping her mother 
pop the corn, and what fun she had in 
stringing it. ‘Her mother even let her 
help make some candy. Gretta longed 
to help in other ways, but her mother 
insisted that she go to bed. So she 
climbed upstairs to her room, undressed, 
and was soon fast asleep. 

It was broad day when she awoke. She 
sprang out of bed and ran to the window. 
Why, it had snowed! It was a lovely 
Christmas Day. Gretta sighed. If she 
could only run down to her stocking and 
find the thing she wanted, but of course 
she couldn’t. There would be nuts and 
oranges, and maybe a little doll. She 


Gretta loved Maggie dearly, but | 
And | 
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Christmas Hint 


Why not give that friend of yours 





a year’s subscription to The Sunday 





School Times? Yes, and why not the 





same gift to a good many friends? 








It is the kind of remembrance that is 
gohan well worth while, and it 


asts a whole year. Don’t you know a 
number of friends who would be glad 
and thankful if they were to receive 


The Sunday School Times from you? 





When you order a subscription sent to 
anyone asa Christmas gift, just indicate 
on your order that it is intended as 
such, and we will gladly mail directly 
to the recipient a beautifully illustrated 
Christmas greeting card with your name. 


You will appreciate the importance of 
sending in your gift orders very early 
so that the first copy of the paper and 
the greeting card will reach your friends 
in plenty of time before Christmas. 


Will you kindly turn to page 771, and 
there you will find the subscription 
-rates in full. Please notice that if you 


order five or more subscriptions you will 
be entitled to the club rate, which will 
save you one-fourth of the single rate. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 325 N. 13thSt., Philadelphia 
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


When considering the bestowal of a Christmas or New Year's gift, what 
could be more worthwhile than one that would yield a friend or relative 
A LIBERAL INCOME FOR LIFE 


and at the same time be a tribute to the Christ whose birth we celebrate 


at Christmas time, while it also would promote the cause for which He 
came to earth? 


M. B. L. LIFE ANNUITY CONTRACTS 


combine these features, and are an investment offering attractive material 
and spiritual returns for ‘‘the life that nowis, and for that which is to come.” 


. This is worthy of thought and action. For particulars address 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, Bureau of Annuities, S 12 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 
Without obligation to me, please send full information concerning ‘‘ M. B. 1. Life Annuities,’”’ 
and quote rate on one life at age indicated. 
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Peloubet’s 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


The world’s greatest commentary on the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons for 1928. Everything nec- 
essary to a teacher's preparation. Price $1.90. Prepaid $2 
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A Daily Digest of the S. S. Lessons 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 
Invaluable for Men’s Bible Classes or busy teacher. 
Cloth bound 35c. Leather bound 50c. Vest-pocket size : 
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Everyday Religion 
By John Timothy Stone,D.D., Of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago 
Here is applied Christianity—the secrets of true happiness. 


Every layman should read this volume that he may see the broad 
avenues of everyday service and life's full measure of joy—to every min- : 
jster it should be indispensable for sermon illustrations and suggestions. 


272 pages. $1.50. 
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Know Your Bible? 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Educational as well as entertaining. 
21 topical quizzes. Price $1.00. 


1500 questions and answers and : 
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*“‘*MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD” . 
‘*THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL’’ 





The All-Bible School 


THE PLAN 


Uses no handcraft—Lifts up Christ 
—Focuses the Scriptures on Him— 
Traces predictions of His coming in 
Old Testament—Finds Him mani- 
festin New ‘Testament. Systematic, 
definite, clear-cut, orthodox—Study 
clusters around ‘‘ The Way of Life.” 
Five weeks course—Five days per 
week—Three hours per day. 





Triple Course of Study :— 


1.—MEMORY WORK 
2.—BIBLE HISTORY 
3.—BIBLE GEOGRAPHY 
Complete Course: Twelve years, plus 
two Kindergarten years of study. Pro- 
motion from year to year. 
Annual Commencement and Di- 
apogee to graduates. Fascinating 
rom start to finish—unbounded en- 
thusiasm, marvelous results. 


After sixteen years’ operation the average daily attendance of the Third Presby- 
terian Summer Bible School, Chester, Pa., is about 600. About $00 schools in opera- 
tion last summer, with an enrollment of abot 50,000 in the homeland and about 
30,000 in foreign fields. The plan is now in operation in 43 states,.in Washington, 
D. C., in Canada, and in some foreign lands. ie 


.A great Conference relating to this gll-important subject will be held in 
The Third Presbyterian Ch : 

January 26th (afternoon evening) 

and 27th (all day and evening), 1928 


Each church may send two accredited delegates, for whom entertainment will be 
provided by the Third Presbyterian Church, throughout the Conference. 


tion fee $1.00.) 


This is a labor of love 
No financial profit to anybody’ 
Fill out and mail the coupon 
TCDAY 
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D. L. Moody said :— 


‘Thirty years ago pretty much every- 
body believed that the Bible was true. 
They did not antagonize it nor question 
it. They believed that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by dying on the cross, had done 
something for them, and that if they re- 
ceived Him they would be saved. And 
my work was to bring them to a decision 
to do what they already knew they ought 
todo. Butall is differentnow. “The ques- 
tion mark is raised everywhere now, and 
there is need for teachers who shall teach 
and show the people what the Gospel is. 
I believe that God willl raise up a teach- 
ing evangelism through which this work 
shall be done."’ 


Dr. James M. Gray says :— 

“It is just such a teaching evangelism 
as D. L. Moody predicted which Dr. 
Lathem and his associates are endeavor- 
ing te put on in this plan (‘The Summer 
Bible School’) for teaching the Bible to 
the young, and it ought to be the joy and 
delight of all well-instructed Christians to 
assist in its promotion to the utmost of 
their ability.’ 


Chester, Pa. 


(Registra- 
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‘Christmas meant. 





“ 
DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E. Broad Sz., Chester, Pa. 
Please send me full information about che All-Bible 
Summer School. 


Es 91s 400-026: b 16 Oe 018 0'0 8-00 been 
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Enclose 10 cents postage he 


Should to be a delegate to the Conference, mail the above 
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shivered with the cold, and ran down- 

She peeked into the dining room. Why, 
mother had already built.a fire! Usually 
to save coal they sat about the kitchen 
fire until after breakfast. There was a 
little tree — oh! Gretta gasped and darted 
toward her stocking. It was, yes, it was 
her golden-haired darling smiling at her 
from the top of her stocking! 

Gretta forgot everything else. She 
hugged the doll in its new pink silk 
dress and her eyes were like stars. 

“Read the note,” said her mother, smil- 

ing tenderly at Gretta as she fondled her 
treasure. 
* On a slip of paper pinned to the doll’s 
stocking were the words: “Here’s your 
golden-haired angel. Merry Christmas 
from Martha and Lurane.” 

“But how—my doll went to Japan!” 
Gretta looked bewildered. 

“The storekeeper ordered another,” her 
mother laughed. “And when Lurane and 
Martha took me into their secret, I prom- 
ised to make its clothes.” : 

“You dears!” Gretta breathed hugging 
the doll again. “And you—you angel, 
—why of course, that must be your 
name! You’re my Christmas Angel.” 

Then she thought of Pinky. Some- 
where her gift was making another lit- 
tle girl happy. . Why, that was what 
It was the day to give 
and give! 

“Oh, Mother,” she lifted her face beam- 
ing with happiness. “I just love Christ- 
mas, don’t you?” 

Kansas City, Mo. 





For Family Worship 








Following the. Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Love Divine 

(> is love, and love must have an 

object. Man is essentially the object 
of God’s love. When our first par- 
ents exchanged innocency for the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, there was heart- 
break in God’s cry to Adam, “Where art 
thou?” and an immediate promise of a 
Saviour. God refused to let Satan or 
sin defeat his divine purpose of having 
man to love. God has increasingly re- 
vealed himself to man through all past 
eras, to the patriarchs in theophanies, and 
to Israel in tabernacle and Temple, but 
most marvelously in the incarnation of 
his Son. Through the rent veil of our 
Lord’s flesh on Calvary, we today have 
instant access to the throne of grace. 
The Holy Spirit, indwelling every be- 
liever, makes our bodies his temple. 


December 19 to 25 
Mon.—Isaiah 11 : 1-10. ‘The Prince of Peace. 


The Prince will come out of the royal 
house of David (v. 1); the source of his 
power will be the sevenfold Spirit (v. 2) ; 
justice and righteousness will be the char- 
acteristics of his reign; so perfect w'l 
be his glorious kingdom that wild beasts 
will not harm domestic animals, but will 
dwell with them (vs. 6-8); this King 
will have a universal kingdom (v. 9); 
and mankind will finally know what true 
rest is (v. 10). 


PraYErR Succestions: Pray for the 
expansion of the Church. Let us thank 
God for spiritual awakenings in various 
places, especially in the Dutch East In- 
dies, im_parts of Russia and Siberia, and 
for the growth of the Church in times 
of peril and distress, notably in Mada- 
gascar and Japan. Praise God, too, for 
the faithfulness of Christians during 
times of severe persecution in the Baltic 
States, Russia, the Near East, and China. 


Tues.—Matthew 1 : 18-25. 
e Name of “Jesus.” 
Bible names always signify character. 
Outstandingly our Lord Jesus Christ is 
the Saviour, not only from hell, but from 
the power of sin now. His “begetting” 
(the correct translation of the word 
“birth” in v. 18) was in contrast with the 
begetting of all the other kings of his 
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nation, given in the -preceding verses, for 
he — begotten-of ‘the Holy Spirit (v: 
20). : ; 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
missionary party led by Dr. Thomas A. 
Lambie and the Rev. George W. Rhoad 
that recently sailed for Abyssinia. Pray 
that the hearts of the: people may be pre- 
pared to receive the message of salvation, 
and that the missionaries may be safe- 


guarded and strengthened for this great 
task in ancient Ethiopia. 


Wed.—Luke 1:1-7. The Birth of Jesus. 


God’s Word never fails. The. ancient 
prophecy. said that the Messiah would be 
born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). God 
ruled that the time of his Son’s birth 
should synchronize with the taxing of 
the whole habitable earth which then be- 
longed to Rome. Though God’s chil- 
dren live in a wicked world, he similarly 
uses his providences to make all things 
work together for good to them that love 
him (Rom. 8: 28). 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Our Lord came 
to save his people from their sins, and 
this primarily included his peculiar peo- 
ple, the race to which he belonged. Pray: 
for the Christian Testimony to Jews, with 
headquarters at Radost, Poland; for 
Moses Gitlin in charge there, for Henry 
L. Hellyer, the American Director, and 
for all the other workers; pray for the 
New Covenant Mission, thé Jewish work 
in Pittsburgh; pray for the British Jews 
Society (9 Great James Street, Bedford 
Row, London, E.C. 1), and for all work- 
among the Jews. 


Thurs.—Luke 2 : 8-20. The Heavenly Chorus. 


As soon as the shepherds heard the 
wonderful news of the Saviour’s birth 
from the angel messengers, they “made 
known abroad” the good tidings of great 
joy. What a privilege that was! But 
we have a more wonderful word to pro- 
claim: the good news.not only of a Sav- 
iour’s birth, but of his death to redeem 
mankind, his resurrection, ascension, and 
coming again. Let us be faithfiil ambas- 
sadors for the King. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that God’s 
people may not fall into the temptation 
of wrongly observing Christmas Day, but 
that the Holy Spirit may bring to us a 
sense of the wonder of thé incarnation, 
and of its tremendous. significance. How 
marvelous is -the love of God that 
prompted him to send his Son to die in 
our stead! -Pray for all who are taking 
the “glad tidings” into all the world. 


Fri.—Matthew 2 : 1-12. . 
The Visit of the Wise Men. 


How did the wise men know that a 
certain One was to be born King of the 
Jews when for something like half a mil- 
lennium the Jews had had no king? How 
did they know that this unusual star was 
His star? True wise men always study 
prophecy, and these must have had the 
prophecy of the star and the scepter 
(Num. 24:17). 

PrayER SuGcestions: Pray that the 
best plan for much needed buildings for 
the men in the Colony of Merey at Kes- 
wick, N. J., may be developed, and that 
the fifteen thousand dollars. needed to 
complete this building may be*‘speedily 
supplied; pray that the means may. be 
provided for the entertainment of many 
‘missionaries at Keswick, and for all the 
needs of this place long ago dedicated to 
Him. Pray for the. Pioneer Mission 
Agency and for the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony. Pray for God’s special blessing 
on the Winter Conference of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, to be held in 
Philadelphia January 18-21, 1928. 


Sat.—Luke 1 : 68-79. The Song of Zacharias. 


_The good priest gave thanks in this 
prophetic song that his son would be the 
prophet and forerunner of our Lord at 
his first coming (vs: 76, 77). Does our 
Lord have any prophets and forerunners 
of his second coming? He ‘will not-.re- 
turn until his Body, the Church, is com- 
plete. Let us, then, be more engaged in 
the. ministry of reconciliation (2 €or. 
5: 14-21). 

Prayer Succestions: “Pray for all 
men everywhere.” “The whole world 
lieth in the wicked one,” though God, who 
is love, created man to be the object of 
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Lemma for Be cmmetliee 25 
Lake a: 1-20 


WWeet Your 

{| GIFT 

| to Foreign Missions 
PAY YOU 

a Life Income 


you know that you can con- 
tribute to the support of Foreign 
Missions without sacrificing money 
needed for yourself or others ? 

Do know that gifts rangin 
from P hes to Soe,coe aul toulling 
more than one million two hundre 
and fifty thousand dollars are now 
held by the Board as a reserve fund 
guaranteeing annuity payments? 

During the forty years in which the 
Annuity Gift Plan has been in opera- 
tion annuity payments have always 
been made promptly. It guarantees 
the absolute safety of principal, re- 
lieves you of the uncertainty and 
worry of investment, and provides a 
definite income of 


4'4% to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


Protect yourself against loss from un- 

wise investments and at the same time 

send the gospel to foreign lands. 
For further information, write 


Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Dept. of Annuities 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
















of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 


<6 Gs *oail”? 
Sister Abigail 
Incidents in the early life and present work of Abigail- 
Townsend Luffe —bow she Bbtained the beautiful 
omnes ium. = ae | mate of “ Sun- 
am” an e firs’ tient. Clot! und, x s. 
Postpaid $1.50. ther books on her work oe: a 


Little is Much When God is in It, 25 cents 
Does God Answer Prayer? . . . 10 cents 


SWORD AND SHIELD BOOK STORE 
50 East Huron Street, Buflalo, N. Y. 














More REASONS 
WHY YOU 
WILL PREFER 
A NELSON BIBLE 


1 SO’ easy to 
findany bookin 
a Nelson Bible! 
The patented In- 
side Cover Index 
(exclusively Nel- 
son’s) makes the 
locating of any book 
in the Bible an in- 
stone’ sepals, Andche 
eiso 

Eiclice scene 
your Biblelast longer 
is a feature you will 
appreciate. ereare 
King James Bibles, 
yes, but the 


_ NELSON | 


AMERICANISTANDARD | 


_ BIBLE 


reaches the heart through understanding. 
_The meanings of the old Bible are 
mode ichescene unmistakable in Fo ecpetady 
sure to find out ut i 
mail the coupon today. | = sac 
“AL lovers of the Bible ave indebted to the 
American Standard Bible for its richer 
branslgtion.’* 
From an earnest Bible student 
(name on request) 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
- 381 A, Fourth Ave., New York City 
EAR SIRS: Kindly send FRE 
yous book coud “The Wonderful Scary" 
how the Bible came 
ages. ‘Thin docs not obligue me ln asraee 








Name 
Street No. 
City 
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his love. Pray for @ world-wide preach- 
ing and teachwmg of the Gospel. 
Sun.—Isaiah 9 : 1-7. 

The Glorious Rule of the Prince. 


The Lord Jesus declared that there 
would always be wars and rumors of 
wars until his return to the earth. The 
preservation of peace and just govern- 
ment demand his return. World-wide po- 
litical conditions today show the increas- 
~~ of human government (cf. 
v. 6). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
President of. the United States, the King. 
of England, and all rulers. God intended 


that human government should be the | 


means always of maintaining the reign 
of law and order, and this prayer is espe- 
ctally needed today because the Evil One 
is doing his utmost to increase the reign 
of lawlessness. 








Letters from Readers | 





To the Editor: I am enclosing check 
to renew my subscription to The Sunday 
School Times. It is to me an indispensable 
paper. I always look forward to its com- 
ing with delight. It is the best paper com- 
ing to my desk, always freighted with good 
things for the spirit, and bearing the fra- 
grance of Heaven to a sometimes weary, 
sometimes discouraged, very obscure, min- 
ister of the Gospel of our Lord. May he 
enable you to stand firm for the truth— 
A Virginia pastor. 





To. the Editor: Permit me to tell you 
also with what growing appreciation I read 
the Times from week to week. It seems to 
me it is growing better all the time, and,I 
pray God that its influence may increase 
many fold. It is so good, in these times, 
to have a paper that is fearless wm its de- 
fense of the truth and that defends the 
truth in such a scholarly way. I take pains 
to commend it to.my friends at every op- 
portunity—A North Carolina reader. 





To the Editor: I want to say that The 
Sunday School Times has proved to be a 
wonderful blessing in nearly every home it 
has been placed. It has been my custom 
recently to compile a list of people who have 
been inquiring concerning their soul’s wel- 
fare, or their spiritual condition, and to 
send them a subscription to the Times. Many 
of these have been patients, who consult 
me from time to time. This affords me op- 
portunity to hear their testimonies of how 
the Lord has greatly blessed and comforted 
them by means of your paper. One of these 
is a man, practically ruined in every pos- 
sible way by drink, so that all his family 
and friends absolutely gave up all hope for 
him. About six months after receiving the 
Times,- he wrote me stating that he really 
enjoyed reading it, and better yet, that, from 
some power beyond himself, he had been 
able to refrain from drink, was working 
steadily, and had reunited with his family. 
Pray tor him, for I believe he is seeking 
the truth. 

May the Lord bless you in your work that 
exalts the name of Jesus.—A New Jersey 
physician. 





To the Editor: The Times is the best 
paper that comes to our house. I have 
read it most of the time for about twenty- 
three years. I have given copies to many 
people. . . . Not every one sees the value 
of it, though.—An Idaho reader. 





To the Editor: I have been a subscriber 
to The Sunday School Times for several 
years. I must say it is the most spiritual 
as well as most newsy paper I have éve 
read. -_I suppose-many would rot agree as 
to its being a “newspaper.” But. with the 
department, “The Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought,” and news from the mission- 
aries abroad including the Chinese question, 
we get a pretty clear idea of the political 
situation all over the world.—An interested 
reader. 





To the Editor: My sole object in form- 
ing a Sunday School Times club was that 
the teachers in our Sunday-school might 
receive the great help and blessing that I 
have received for a number of years from 
The Sunday School Times.—A Michigan 
Christia® 





To the Editor: We enjoy the Times, 
and we consider it the most helpful religious 
paper that we have ever taken. Your expo- 
sition of the Gospel of Grace, — what Grace 
really is and does for all who know their 
need, —has helped me, personally, very 
much.—A Canadian Christian. i 








+ Now Ready—A- Wonderful Story— Wonderfally Told ! 


HALL YOUNG OF ALASKA 
“The Mushing Parson” 
The Autobiography of S. Hall Young, D.D. 


The veteran missionary—friend and companion of John Muir and owner 
of ‘‘Stickeen”—knew Alaska as did few men. He passed through two 
“gold rushes.” His teeming life abounded in endless thrills and soul- 
stirring excitements. His autobiography is a human document of ex- 
traordinary interest. Illustrated, $4.00 

FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY &sz.t*d't8sccr™ 





















YES, I HAVE MAIL FOR YOU! It is one of 
those popular 


(s2-o0) bible Correspondence Courses 


from the Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


Fourteen most fascinating and unique Bible _ studies, 
designed especially for boys and girls. Will also be. found 
most refreshing to mature believers. A few of the chapters 
are: “New Testament Arithmetic Problems,” “Bible Search- 
ers,” “Striking Loa About the Bible,” “Some Old and New 
Testament Tests,” “Some Teasers for Bible Students.” Les- 
sons corrected and certificate issued for satisfactory work. 

Eight other more advanced courses of study issued by correspondence. Prospectus 
sent upon application. 


















































CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


540 S. Hope Street Bible Institute of Los Angeles Los Angeles, Calif. 


Urgent Call 
for Russian Bibles 


By Pastor William Fetler 


General Director of the Russian Missionary Society 











PARALLEL to the French Revolution has taken place, only in a much larger way, in 

Russia, as a result of which thousands upon thousands Pj Russian Refugees, belong- 

ing to the Russian aristocracy, and the educated classes, have’ been scattered all over 
Europe and other parts of the world. Germany, Scandinavia, Czecho-Slovakia, Yugo Slavia, 
and especially France, are full of them. We were told that in one factory in Paris alone 
there were 6,000 of these Russian Refugees, formerly officers of the Czar’s army, lawyers, 
doctors, etc., working as ordinary factory hands. 

The time will come, we are sure, when most of these people will be able to go back 
to their beloved native and. But while in their great need, during their scattering, this is the 
time to reach them with the Message of Hope and Salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

he Russian Missionary Society has felt the Call of God to give the Bread of Life to 
these scattered scores of thousands of people. 

Some four_years ago we published 81,000 copies of the Russian Bible —the largest 
edition of the Russian Bible ever published by any Society, —and we could do that through 
our Shilling Bible Fund, as the entire book cost at that time only 25 cents complete, owing 
to the fact that we were able to have it printed by one of the largest firms in Germany, 
when the rate of the Mark was exceedingly low; otherwise the book would have cost us 
thousands of dollars more. ; 

Regretfully we found, however, that no sooner had the Bible been printed, and we were 
about to start the binding, than the Mark was stabilized, and instead of getting for $5.00 
one million Marks, or a Finlion we could get only the normal 20 Marks to the $5.00. It 
thus enabled us to bind only about 16,000 copies of the Bible, there being no further funds 
available at the time. ; 

At the time of writing, nearly all these Bibles are gone, and now there is a very great 
demand to spread the remaining part of this edition among the needy Russian Refugees 
all over the world. We feel this opportunity will never return, and that this is the 
strategical moment for evangelizing the former upper classes of Russia. ; 

It is a great sorrow to us that we were compelled to store the 65,000 Bibles away 
in sheets in large boxes in the cellars of our Mission House, and we feel that no time 
should now be lost when this precious Word of God should find its way back to the day- 
light. These books should be speedily bound in order that the hunger of the poor Russian 
people for the Word of God may be speedily satisfied. ; . 

ln a cents is needed to bind one copy of the Bible, and we feel prompted in 
our hearts to make this urgent call all over the Christian world. e therefore have 
launched: our Sixty-five Thousand Shilling Bible Fund, and ask God’s people everywhere 
to pray and co-operate that this work may be speedily accomplished? The blessing reached 
hereby may be incalculable, not only for the Russian Refugees, but later for the entire 
Russian Empire. : 

We suggest that each class in all Sunday Schools over the whole country contribute 
ONE BIBLE — that will go a good ‘way toward our aim. ‘ 

The same applies to each Christian Endeavor and Youn 
similar organizations. Naturally the churches as such an 
can. contribute a great deal more. 


People’s Society and other 
individual Christian friends 


ill PFE ER SO cpa aebawen eee te 1 Bible 
— “i supply Pevccast else ocesEeleb Uc l aes deeke te 20 Bibles 
$50.00 % Cr. cs GaesaeGad cedeseteds theceateerecnces 200 ys 
$125.00 bi Ge FOO OE COE Cec ats Mes va aksspenn sashes 500 ae 
$250.00 bea se ae eae daca ee ekwel Sebeotvesees sake 1000 
$500.00 ” oe  erenehereietent esse se Ceexy Peters. 2000 





“Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many days.”—Eccles. 2:1. 
‘ ‘PLEASE CUT OUT HERE 

SSS SS SS SSS SSSSSTSS SSS SC SSTSF SSS SST SSS SS SSF FSF SSS See e2eee8 
To Rev. E. E. Shields, - ‘ 
Home Director & Treasurer, The Russian Missionary Society, 
1844 Monroe Street, Chicago, Illinois. _ ; 

Dear Mr, Shields: I am deeply sympathetic with the work of giving the Bible to the 
thousands of Russian Refugees, and have pleasure in enclosing my contribution for this 
cause. 


Name ..cccoece ca esaeeas *pasonpere nesgves assess ‘we wo ssniaabanssensesneannseninocsewer sts 


Address ..ccccccccccecs Sole ee cae as piiigig bgunG RALCOR ChE WASEDAEDS DEUCE D CERUNETAOT RD Cate Fe Fare GRsaeees 
eeerseee PPYTTTT TIT i a ae - 


“And this I do fer the Gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.” 
—r1 Cor. 9 : 23. 
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Motion Pictures That Are Safe 
To Show and Sure to Please 


Today the ‘ania progressive ‘ churches are 
using carefully selected Programs of motion 
pictures as a valuable aid in their work to 
humanize church activities; to interest the 
young people; to make the church a part of 
daily as well as Sunday life. 


An outstanding feature of the Programs is a 
series of religious subjects which have been 
prepared to give a true background to Bible 
teachings. Among them is ‘‘A Pilgrimage 
to Palestine,’’ a series of highly-interesting 
and informational pictures. 


The Programs include many subjects and are 
arranged for many Purposes. We urge you to 
write for full information telling us what: 
type of picture or Program you would like to 
offer. There is no obligation. 


Educational Department 


PATHE EXCHANGE, INC. 


35 West 45th St.; New York 


{When writing address the Division of Church and Sunday School Instruction] 


Gentlemen: Please send me full information on the Patue 
Purpose Procrams. I am interested in a Program of motion pic- 
anne a Oe a eee ee eh ak 
Name... Sakae REAL Re es 
Address........... 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 1. What Are the Values of Daily 
Devotions? (Quiet-Hour consecration 
meeting.) Psa. 40: 1-8. 

January 8 What Prayer Can Accomplish. 
Mark 11 : 20-26. 

January 15. What Difference Does Reading 
the Bible Make? Psa. 1: 1-6; 2 Tim. 3: 
14-17. 

January 22. What Difference Does It Make 
What We Do on Sunday? Mark 2: 23-28; 
3: 1-6. 


Sunday, December. 25 


What Does Christmas Mean to the 
World? (John 3 : 16; Luke 2 : 8-11.) 





Mon.—Christmas means worship (Matt. 
S228, 2) 

Tues.—Realizing God’s gift (2 Cor. 9: 15). 

Wed.—Generous giving (John 12: 1-8). 

Thurs.—A revelation of God (John r : 14). 

Fri.—Love’s sacrifice (2 Cor. 8:9). 

Sat.—Salvation from sin (1 Tim. 1: 15). 











What do we get out of Christmas? 

Does the world rightly understand Christ- 
mas? 

How can we keep Christmas all year? 


Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love divine, 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and angels gave the sign.” 


R. G. B: F. HALLOCK tells of a 

drunkard who had been the town’s 
ne’er-do-well. Once he had slept in cheap 
lodging-houses, later on the floors of 
saloons — until he was kicked out. One 
night he slept under the station platform 
until routed out by the ‘agent. One morn- 
ing he awoke in a strange bed, warm and 
soft. At first he could not tell where he 
was. But when the cow by his side 
stirred, he realized that he was in a 
stable. He laughed grimly as he thought 
of breakfast and went over in his mind 
those who might be persuaded to help 
him to a meal. 

“No, I can’t ask any of them; they'll 
say I’ve fallen too low for them,” he 
thought. 

While still wondering what to do, he 
heard the bells ringing. After a moment 
of perplexity he realized that it was 
Christmas Day. What was the story he 
had heard so long ago? Something about 
a baby—and shepherds—yes,.and a 
manger! Then he was not the first one 
who had slept in a stable! He would go 
to Him for help. 

“Mebbe he was thinking about me when 
he done it,” he thought. “I guess the 
reason he slept in that manger was that 
he wanted to fix it so that a fellow like 
me could come to him, when too low 
down to go to anyone else.” 

Then the outcast knelt and prayed the 
prayer of the publican. 


But perhaps, we think as we read about 
this drunken outcast, “What has this to 
do with me? I have never fallen so low 
as this. Christ did not have to be born 
in a stable because of me.” But wait a 
minute! Let us measure ourselves by 
God’s yardstick. “Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48) is his 
word to us, and “Be ye holy; for I am 
holy” (1 Pet. 1:16). Read the thir- 
teenth chapter of 1 Corinthians and Mat- 
thew 5: I-12. 

How do we measure up to the stand- 
ards set by God? If we are truthful 
we will realize that we are not so very 
far from the drunkard, after all, in God’s 
scale of values. Unless we ‘take our 
place beside him in realizing that it was 
because of our own utterly los@ and un- 
done condition that Christ had to come 
as the humble babe of Bethlehem, we are 
going to miss the greatest blessing that 
Christmas has for us. We like to medi- 
tate sometimes upon the height of God’s 
love, but it is not very flattering to think 
of the depths of his love, because it makes 





_Letter from Dr..;Bob Jones. 
My Dear Friend : 
You have been reading in The, Sunday School 
Times about the Bob Jones 
College Point, on beautiful “S Kido be Bay 
(P. ©., Lynn Haven, Florida): You have: tead 
our ete. You have heard our story. We are 
x, evangelistic, interd l, .and 
thorough. 
We have one large beautiful girls’ dormitory. 
We have two small boys’ dormitories. We must 
accommodate 





build a new boys’ to one 
hundred and fifty more We are asking our 
orthodox friends to build thi egerong p 3 
ing us small Christmas gifts. words, we 


Oe eae iae the cootbe which toll from the 
bountiful Christian Papert ox I have always believed 
that there are enough orthodox Christians to su 
port our orthodox institutions, if we cold only 
get the word to them. We are bringing the weed 
to you. Iam ing ing, the schoo’ ve peany 
- make beyond ay Sea far. 

lied our ev: ” eed He-will fron is ‘eed 
b hs oe ater i 
FURNISHED, AND WE WILL BE READY 
FOR ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
MORE BOYS—THAT IS, IF THE LORD 
_TARRIES. - 

Now, my friends, if every one who rage this 
article will send the Bob Jones College, Lynn 
Haven, Florida, a Christmas gift of-some ‘amount, 
we will have a sum sufficient fo build and equip 
this dormitory. 

Please sit down, at once, and mail your check, 
or send your gift. DON’T WAIT: YOU 
MIGHT FORGET. 

Wouldn't ee like to make a gift which will 
not just temporary happiness, but which 
will bless: aor “generations? Here is. your 
chance to make the gift that will last forever and 
ever. We are investing in heavenly securities at 
the Bob Jones Col v2 

YES, YOU CAN SEND SOME 
AMOUNT. HOW MUCH? THAT IS 
WITH YOU. YOU KNOW WHAT ‘YOU 
CAN DO. Address, Bob Jones College, Lynn 

aven, Fla. 

aoa you for whatever you do, and .assur- 

g you that every cent of it will be used for 
Cid s glory, | am, 


Yours sincerely, 


- BOB. Lane 


‘CHRISTMAS 
PEACE MESSAGES 


eg yx | volume of nine addressés 
ie gelist Stuernagel. Thrilling 
Qeecti on of ‘‘Christ’s Coming Rei 
of Peace.” Written especially for the 
Christmas season. Excellent Christmas 
gift. Kindly commendations: ‘‘Worth 
its weight in gold’; ‘‘Have read an 
armful of books on the subject, but find 
this the best of all.” Also, ‘* Seven Ser- 
mons on Sanctification.” In big de- 
mand. Same in style and size. Each 
128 pp., dainty, tinted covers, 35 cents 
each; three for $1.00; postpaid. 


World’s Best Literature Co. 
2109 “L” Street, - Sacramento, Calif. 














Tinea DANGER 


Before 4 on-sweeping popular 
wave of tobacco using. 


The “‘ No-Tobacco”” Annual Number - 
of OUR LITTLE FRIEND 


is filled with information to protect ‘them: 
Timely advice by the world’s leading busi- .- 
ness men, educators, physicians,and athletes, 
is presented in a way to appeal to active youth 
of neon. ee Lane w.Cc.T. nds s, Boy 
Scouts, Y.M.C.A.’s, and other nizatiqns* 
are ere ate using this Special Num- 
ber. More than 100,000 copies already sold. 
At little cost, a work for good pom vo be in its 
influence can be done. Size of Lon eg 
9%x7 inches. Price, $2.00a hundred ; | 8 oo 
a thousand, postpaid. Sample copies sent 
organization leaders on request. Address | 


PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING ASSN. 
Mountain View, Calif. 














An Opportunity For You 


For 42 years we have made money for others. 
More Bibles are sold in one year than any other 
book in the world. You can make money selling 
Bibles, Testaments, and Religious Books. Whole 
or spare time. Write to-day for full information. 


WILMORE BOOK & BIBLE Co. 
443 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 
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‘SEVENTEEN SERMONS 


Lesson for December 25 
Luke 2: 1-20 


On the Clauses of 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 


Sunday Evenings, at Five o’Clock 


December to March, Inclusive 
By 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
At ‘THE 
TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
BROADCAST By. - vl ga kilocycles, 





DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please The Children 






No.-A—Six Pencils, sharpener and ruler, various 
Shades Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 
No. B— Three Pencils, sharpener and ruler, fancy 
shades embossed LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 


FR ee Co 


PUTA we | 
Ary { 


‘s SS x SS SS 

No. C— ‘Three Assorted color Pencils, NAME in 
Gold—Holly Box, 25c. 

Insurance 10c extra. Send Check or Money Order 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33 West 60th St., New York City 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


BARGAINS IN 
GIFT BIBLES 


To encourage the giving of Bibles 

for * a wide assortment 
; : ; : 

is evel mg at very Cpu prices. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
Dept. 82, 5E. 48th St., New York 


Boston Bible Training School 


EVANGELISTIC, MISSIONARY 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
Rev. E. J. Evans, Superintendent 
50 Kenilworth Strect, Roxbury, Mass. 


Fall and Holiday Specials 


Over 100 Christmas items at a great reduction. 
Also new numbers never before published. A 

card brings the offers. 
THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Calhoun and Superior Streets, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
















































For Christmas Gifts 


Bibles- Testaments - Portions 
Of Every Kind - In Every Language 
Por Home,Church, School, Missionary Work 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Visit or write nearest Agency 
New York, New York Colored, ‘Philadelphia, 
Washington, Richmond, Cincinnati, Chicago, 

allas, Denver, San Francisco. 











Married Women Wanted 
2 Hours Per Week 

We pay Weeraly for about 2 hours per week of your 
spare time. ‘The only requirement is absolute 
honesty. Estimated average earnings $4.50 per 
week. bo not reply if you are an agent or canvas- 
ser. Address: Mr. O’Connor, Dept. 36, 111 West 
42nd Street, N. Y. City. 

Just say “‘ Tell me about your spare time offer” and 

state how your home is lighted-Gas-Electricity-or Oil. 
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us realize how far down he had to come 
to reach us. - 


The word of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
us, “Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3), 
—little children in simplicity of mind, 
and in absence of pride of position and 
intellect and race; little children in will- 
ing, glad dependence upon our heavenly 
Father, accepting from his loving hand 
his unspeakable gift, and throwing gpen 
our hearts to him without any reserva- 
tions. 

Let us not be swept off our feet by 
the false enthusiasm and glow that per- 
vades the world at Christmas time. Not 
that Christmas cheer is _ necessarily 
wrong, but it is so easy to substitute giv- 
ing to others for the giving of ourselves 
to God. We hear much about the “spirit 
of Christmas” and the “spirit of Jesus” 
at this time, and yet in spite of the many 
noble deeds, how much there is. of petty 
grasping, of measuring what we give with 
what we get, of striving to “keep up with 
the Joneses” in our giving, of giving with 
our hands but withholding our hearts, of 
giving in the name of Christ yet often un- 
stirred and untouched by the marvel of 
his love for us and with no realization of 
our responsibility to him. 


. b 

Shall we not ask God to teach us, this 
Christmas time, the real secret of Christ- 
mas, our “reasonable service,” the hum- 
ble, childlike presenting of ourselves to 
him as ‘our response to his love gift?, 
Then and only tH€n will Christmas truly 
dawn in our hearts, and only then can 
we be truly filled with his Spirit, the only 
Christmas spirit worth while or that can 
last throughout the year. 


vw 

Am I shutting out the Lord Jesus Christ 
from the best in my life? 
Am I trying to render him unreasonable 
service rather than my reasonable one? 
(Rom. 12: 1.) 

Does the Lord Jesus prompt all my 
Christmas giving? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Sandxy School Times 


Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the fullowing rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian anaual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tne postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 
Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 

















When answering advertisements, 


in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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Gospel Spreading Bible Annuity Bonds 


The rate of income is higher now on Bible Annuity Bonds. Your money invested in them 
will pay you as long as you live from 4% to 9%, depending on your age. 

In addition to yi a dependable income, your money performs a great Christian service. 
It helps provide ot togrg Las in their own language, to seamen, to the sick in hospitals, to 
prisoners and to the needy blind in raised type. Your money goes on doing this good work on earth 
when you are gone, bringing the Word to those who hunger for it but cannot get it otherwise. 

You can to have Bible Annuity Bonds « yearly income during the life of twe 
peopl, sack as botend ond oils, saldeer afl Gieahaes. "Plad cat inet cout Gis Cheisden Seeriee 
investment. Mail the coupon for free booklet and new rate schedule. 


New York Bible Society, Dept. 82 5 
5 East 48th Street, New York City 


ee ee 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 82—S5 East 48th Street, New York City. 
GEnTLEMEN : Without obligation, please send me descriptive pamphlets about your Bible Annuity Bonds 





WOME. 6 6 6 6 WSS OOO DA ORE 4TE 8 CH 6 é 6S . . AGE. , 


SRR 66. 666% HH VEE S*@ COUCHES ES HEWES 





5 uliful Girthoo 





“Standing with reluctant feet 
Where the brook and river meet”— 


voc daughter,with the flush 
of youth in her cheeks, and 
the star-shinein her eyes, facing 
life eagerly, enquiringly, needs 
this book. For the teen-age girl, 
written by a Christian mother to 
helpherown girl meet life’s problems 
unafraid. Her wise hand will lead 
unfolding womanhood past yawn- 
ing pitfalls to character, virtue, per- 
sonality and leadership. 






Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier. 233 

ever-new stories of Bible times. } 
ascinating, vivid, dramatic. Ps 

Told in simple } 

fully illustrated in color. 

Cloth Binding, $2.00. * 


Home Study Edition, with 64 
pages test questions,etc. $2.75. * 
Kraft DeLuxe Edition, with 

home study features, $3.75. @ 


Christian Hero Series 
Life-stories of world-renowned 
religious leaders— Wesley, Paton, 
Spurgeon, Taylor, Moody, 
Luther, Livingstone, Judson. 
Thrilling tales,dramatically told, 
75c each.* 8 vol, set $5.50 post- 


Thousands of copies sold, demand 
increasing. Gift style, bound in 
pretty blue cloth with medallion on 
front side. A delicate blue border surrounds 
each page. Comes wrapped in water-silk em- 
bossed tissue. 232 pages. Sizes 5x 7%. Price 
$1.00 plus 5c postage.* 
Does not deal with Sex Questions 
Order from your religious publishing house or write direct, 
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By Mrs. Byrum, a Christian Sacramento, Calif., 2542 Sacramento lvd. 


mother, and one of the best 
cwiers of Clilidten’s aoe. Seeannnessoesesessegesace, 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 


323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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VERITABLE GOLD MINE 








CLEAN-CUT 
NOT Compromising 


CONSTRUCTIVE 


NOT Cantankerous 


CHARMING 
NOT Cheap 


COURTEOUS 
NOT Coarse 


the old 


the A. 
schools. 




















The King’s Business for 1928 


Special Features 


The very best exposition of the In- 
ternational Lessons that we can pro- 
vide—Christian Endeavor Topics illu- 
minated—For every day of the year 
a story illustrating a text—Stories of 


the Bible — New Gospel Solo each 
month—Refutation of Literature of 


REGULAR FEATURES RETAINED 
Editorials dealing with current religious affairs im a con- 
structive way—Points for Preachers—Bible Outlines and 
Briefs—Studies in Prophecy—Children’s Garden—Per- 
plexing Passages explained—Many cont-ibuted articles. 


OF HELPFULNESS 


Hymns—-Nature Study and 


A. A. A. circulated in our 





Wonderful Holiday Premium #125 brisss vou the 


magazine for a year, 











of Christian Fiction, “ The Betrayal of Jean Whitney,” by Keith L. Brooks 
—A clever answer to evolution in an intensely interesting story form. 


and the newest k 








540 South Hope Street 





THE KING’S BUSINESS 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

















the finest ; the bindi 
price is $70.00 the hundred. S 
$15.00 the set. 


Reverent, Joyous, Worshipful 


Grand, old churchly hymns,—beautiful, devotional hymns,—new hymns that “ sing” 
joyously and which young and old can “ make their own”— are found in 


“THE CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL” 


Examination copies sent upon request 
Recommended by educators throughout the country. The 
i onenilel ad Gensile + tow Codons 
plendidly 


are new; the paper is 
Worship are excellent; 


arranged orchestration (including saxophones). 





THE GRADED SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY'S 
RECORD (LOOSE LEAP) 


200 scholars. Cloth cover and leaves complete, $2.50, 
postpaid. Additional leaves, per hundred, $1.50 
Postpaid. 


This book has many superior advantages. Some of its 
unique features are the loose leaf, the thumb index, the 
enrollment of the scholar once for all, so that his entire 
life record in the Sunday-sehool may be kept on a single 
sheet, weekly and other reports based on the departments, 
and provision for eliminating all out-of-date material from 
the records as seon as it is no longer needed for imme- 
diate use, and permanent servation of the same in 
“The Graded Sunday School Secretary’s Permanent 
ne which is planned specifically to supplement this 


THE GRADED SUNDAY SBCRETARY’S PER- 
MANENT FILB 
Cloth bound. Gold stamped. Price, $1.00, postpaid. 
Our 1928 lists the newest 
supplies leading publishers. 


‘*THE BOOK OF GAMES FOR HOME, 
SCHOOL AND PLAYGROUND” 


‘This new game book contains descriptions 
of more than 400 games for the home, school, 
playground, and church school. The direc- 
tions are written in lamguage that children 
themselves can understand. To make them 
still clearer, many diagrams showing the 
position of the players and silhouette draw- 
ings have. been furnished by Miss Jessie 
Gillespie. .Price, $2.00. 


As leng as children are children 
they will play! And as tong.as chil- 
dren play, a collection like this will be 
indispensable in every home und 
seheol! 








Christmas Catalog Lists: 
Christmas Music 
Sanday School and Chureh 
Christmas Accessories, Collectors 
Calendars, Games, Greeting Cards 
Novelty Gifts, Books, Candy Boxes 


1928 


CATALOG of CHURCH and 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


700 pages listing modern helps 


Write for a copy 








THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa. 


THE NEIDELBERG PRESS, Schaff Building, ts0g5 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Send without 
1927 Christmas Catalog 
1928 Church and Sunday School Catalog 
Name.......0+ daneessoneas nabanaessthen cresercccee ADETCS ssesesseressesesessrenserees aahshanatensounan 

















Life Beyond the Grave. By J. J. Knap. 
(Wm. -B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grz.id Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) Christian- 
ity is the only religion or philosophy that 
can declare with certainty anything about 
the life beyond the grave. Shakespeare 
well expresses man’s philosophy, when he 
makes Hamlet speak of “the undiscov- 
er’d country, from whose bourn no trav- 
eler returns.” But to the Christian it is 
no longer an “undiscover’d country,” and 
from its “bourn” a Traveler has returned 
to teil his followers a great deal about 
it. This book is excellent. Even in 
translation from the Dutch it is bold and 
vigorous in style, and its handling of the 
great truths that cluster about its subject 
is clear and satisfactory. It is to be rec- 
ommended as a valuable work. 


The Questioners: By Frederic F. Hel- 
mer. (China Inland Mission, Philadel- 
phia and Toronto, 35 cents.) The author 
of “China Chats” has given us a most 
attractive sixty-four-page booklet which 
is an ideal gift for parents or Sunday- 
school teachers to boys and girls. Un- 
der the name of Miss Iona Ryheart (Mis- 
sionary Heart) he has prepared a series 
of twelve intefesting conversations with 
a group of boys and girls, covering the 
early parts of the Book of Genesis, and 
showing the meaning of these stories in 
our own personal lives, and the mission- 


ary application which*is there so often. 


Pictures, puzzles, songs, and maps are 
included in large number —the booklet 
will provide many a pleasant and helpful 
Sunday afternoon for the children. 


The Face of Christ. By W. W. Weeks, 
D.D. (George H. Doran Co., New York, 
$1.75, net.) -We are brought face to 
face with the supreme love and holiness 
of our Lord and Saviour. The Chris- 
tian is as a light shining out of darkness 
and, while beholding the glory of the 
Lord, may be “changed into the same 
image from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3: 
18). “For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ”- (2. Cor. 4:6). 
These sermons are like a symphony to 
the Beloved. The meditations on the 
Song of the Saved (Rev. 1:5, 6), and 
the address to nurses, “Walking in White 
with Jesus” (Rev. 3:4), are inspiring 
indeed, and the book is commended to 
Christians that they may be more fully 
in fellowship with their beloved Lord. 


A Pilgrimage to Palestine. By Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, D.D. (The Macmillan 
Co., New York, $2.50.) Light and 
shadow are alternately thrown upon the 
Bible in Dr. Fosdick’s story of his visit 
to Palestine. Well chosen words make 
scenes stand out like stereoscopic views. 
The size of the land, the desert, Oriental 
villages and homes are described in a way 
that will make them more vivid than they 
ever have been to many Bible students. 
Touches of humor enliven the pages. The 
author’s sati ‘cal remarks on “monasti- 
cism, militarism, and mummery” in the 
Holy Land: disclose the sad condition of 
the country today. He deplores the ef- 
fects of these things, as all Christians 
must. What Dr. Fosdick says about the 
land is generally instructive, but what he 


‘says about the Bible is largely destruc- 


tive. Miracles. are explained away, rec- 
ords are treated.as myths, the theory. of 
évolution is the basis: of many expressions, 
and inspiration is set aside. The Tf ble- 
lover will find here new light on familiar 
scenes, but must constantly be on his 
guard against subtle, harmful criticism. 


Unclean! Unclean! By Lee S. Huiz- 
enga, M.D., F.R.G.S. (Smitter Book 
Co., 513 Eastern Avenue, S. E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $2.) As leprosy is a type 
of sin and one of the most loathesome of 
diseases, and its poor victims so desper- 
ately in need of relief, this medical mis- 
sionary was led to make a special study 
of it; and from his intimate knowledge 
of China and of the disease he has given 
us ‘revealing glimpses of a land -where 
leprosy ‘thrives. The book “contains seven 
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Earn $20 to $50 a week 
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teach you at home, furnish working 
employment service. Write today. : 


ARTCRAFT STUDIOS, Dept. 76, 3900 Sheridan Read, 








His ina _ 
Life of Prayer 


By NORMAN 8B. HARRISON, D.D. 
; Pastor, Bible Teacher and Evangelist — 


No Christian believer living but would be immensely 
helped by a reading of this book. One chapter on 
“ Peace’ —how not to worry—will prove: itsely 
worth many times the price of the book. In its 
spoken message many have found relief. 
. CONTENTS : 
Tue ApproacH—tThe Plea for a Life of Prayes. 
CHAPTER 1—Seven Reasons for a Life of Prayer. 
CMAPTER 2—His Provision for a Life of Prayer. 
CHAPTER 3—His Response to a Life of Frayer 
rayer. 





| CHAPTER 4—His Peace Through a Life of 


CHAPTER 5—Practical Hints for a Life of Prayer. 
CHAPTER 8— Practical ults trom a Life of Trager. 
Tue Aprgat—tThe Call to a Life of Prayer. ; 


96 Pages, Attractive Two-Color Covers, 50c. 
Pine Cloth Covers, Gilt Stamping, 73e. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSN 

812 North La Salle Street, Chicage. 


TOMORROW; 


A Preview of the Millennial Kingdom 
By WILLIAM A. COREY, B.Sc. 
Member Southern California’ ~ 
Premillennial Prophetic Association 
his book is unusual. i y knows hi 
Pike apd tas the clnion of tae mecees et ee ee 


to his writing the skill of many years inthe eweraper 
Ik 


and magazine field before his conversion. The 


is a trumpet call to action. After you have read (and 
reread) it you will want to gird yourself and go out 
and tell others that Jesus is Coming Again. Order 
your copy toda 


y. 
92 pa - Raper covers—35 cents, 5 for $1.00, 


WILLIAM A. COREY 
4030 Eagle St., Los Angeles (Belvedere), Calif. 


New Game of 
Bible Families 


Ideal Christmas gift for young folk—watch the 
. Older ones join in the play. a 


Fun and Instruction 
True to the Word 
Retail price 50 cents, plus 5 cents postage 
LOIZEAUX BROS., 3 East 13th St., New York, or 
MRS. BROWNING, 321 Kaob Hill, Redondo Beach, Calif. 











Influence of the 
Weekly Rest Day Upon Human Welfare 


By Duncan James McMitan 


A scientific research k 

H. H. Martin, Sec’y Sabbath Observance Society, 
London, Eng., ‘I have read many volumes on the 
Sabbath Question, but without hesitation I place ‘ In- 
uence of the Weekly Rest Day Upon Human Wel- 
fare’ at the head of them ali.” 


Price $1.00, postpaid 
NEW . YORK ones COMMITTEE 
23: Bible House, Astor New York City, N.Y. 
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No Tipping § Back of the Head. Can be Sterilized in 

Bulk: without Breakage. o Wiping or podebing. 

ry with their own “Medical men claim — 
are.the only Sanitary Communion oe made. 

Cups: es Pi ceenenene at 

small cost. Can be stacke Duty F ree. 


Dr. ‘Helms, Los Hageice, says they are roo per cent 
right. Economical, Reverent, Beautiful and perfect. 


Le PAGE INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUP CO. 
2382 Dundas Street W. TORONTO 9, CANADA 
- Mention this paper when sending for catalogue 


AN XMAS Gift for the Home 
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“WILLIAMS BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
918 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Penna. 


CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 
announce the completion of . 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
| of uninterrupted organ building in America 

















Branch Offices 


New York — — Asheville 
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chapters on the Land and its People; an- 
other seven gives characteristic experi- 
ences with Chinese thieves, beggars, and 
other personages ; and the final important 
section is devoted to Leprosy. The Bib- 
lical background is given, showing that 
leprosy was the type of all sin and dis- 
ease, the emphasis being on the fact that 
it was unclean rather than contagious. 
Contrary to the belief of many, the’ author 
has found that present-day leprosy. like- 
wise is not necessarily contagious or incur- 
able, at least in its earlier stages. As we 
are called upon to “cleanse the leper,” so 
much more are Christians to bring to 
others the Saviour from that greater lep- 
rosy —sin. This book should be in the 
hands of all who wish to have a real 
knowledge of one of the greatest prob- 
lems of China and its people. 





Windows in Heaven. By J. P. 
Struthers. (George H. Doran Co., New 
York, $2, net.) The author, like a good 
Scot, wanted to do things right, and, 
while he always had great freedom in 
speaking and never made use even of 
notes in delivering his sermons, he sur- 
prised his congregation one day by ap- 
pearing in the pulpit with sheets of manu- 
script, arranging them carefully and pro- 
ceeding deliberately to read his sermon. 
“My people looked a bit astonished” — 
and some of them did not like it so well. 
They thought perhaps the pastor was 
having a mental breakdown; but he had 
felt that he was getting rather slipshod, 
and so was disciplining himself by giving 
the greatest care to every utterance. The 
sermons here are those that he wrote out 
“word for word,” and even a cursory 
reading shows that this careful prepara- 
tion was well repaid. “There are dis- 
courses on rather unusual subjects, as 
“An Invalid of the Right Sort,” “Does 
God Care for Oxen?” and “The Great- 
est Thing Ever Done by Angels.” 


As to Being Worldly. By E. J. Tunk. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) A wholesome, 
Scriptural view of the Christian’s atti- 
tude toward his fellows, and toward phys- 
ical exercise and recreation, is presented 
| in this group of informal talks. Not all 
the chapters are equally well handled, for 
in some the author’s conclusions are not 
clear. . Although most of his positions 
are based upon well chosen passages of 
the Bible, there are some quotations that 
seem out of place. The discussion of 











Folding Chairs 


wy Maple S: 
stabie for 4 Be op and 
churches 
Write for prices 
OLD CHURCH CHAIR CO. 
1121 Race Street, Phila., Pa. 





the drama is built upon a verse that might 
serve as an illustration of the worldly at- 
titude, but that furnishes no argument 
against the theater. The exposition of 
several verses from Ecclesiastes is some- 
what strained. And the use of words oc- 
casionally leads to confusion. In spite of 
these minor defects, the book untangles 
many a knotty problem. Any who are 
led through reading it to abandon certain 





practices will do so cheerfully, because 
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Prepaid, 50c. BEST Christmas Gift YET! 
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of its refreshing atmosphere. 


The Twenty-third I salm. By the Rev. 
John McNeill. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.) This little study of the 
best beloved Psalm by a_ well-known 
preacher is aptly described as “strains 
from a Hebrew harp thrummed by a 
Scottish hand.” Here are delightful orig- 
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Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time plication of the Psalm to everyday life 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


sympathy and understanding ; and the ap- 


is made with a subtle, pervasive quality, 
real yet indefinable as the vivid, piquant 





personality of the writer. The imagina- 
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JOCKO-HOMO Teachers of Evolution” f 


HEAVENBOUND $ order. a at 
~~ HOMO PUB. CO. 


JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND 


A satire on the a epe~man **Chrysalis’’ that 
, in a New York Church. 


Discusses the Pilgrimage of evolution and 
the tails our ‘‘ ancestors’’ won and lost. 
THE TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS 
nowme: that self-sufficient human beate Z 
may be a liability rather than an asset 72\ 
Parents: If they teach your children they are 
cousins of apes, six evolutionary hops ahead of 
a toad, you need these books. No 
subject ever had more friends and enemies. We 
have hoped some leader among evolutionists would 
try to answer them. If your ancestors were all hu- 
man, send for one book; you will want the others. 


(3 to read, 3 to loan) tor £; postpaid. Dollar bill 

efore you lose this ad. 
Author’s reply to Brisbane, ‘‘When Snakes Began 
to Nurse Their Young’ ”” and 100 Questions tor 


alf price 











PARADISE 


books on this 
ch book 20c. Six books 


each 8 pages) free with 
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LIFE-PICTURES 


gps mean Life. Make the Bible and 
Bible history live in the minds of your Sun- 
day School with pictures—the language of the 
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ANTERN slides or strip film of Biblical scenes, 
4 song slides, Christmas and Holiday subjects are 
available from various church organizations. Slides 
of local subjects, church groups or written announce- 
ments are easy to make. All of these can be used to 
make your services more interesting and instructive. 
Any lantern slide Balopticon, with or without a Film 
Attachment may be used in Sunday School room or 
auditorium. They may be used with a special screen 
under daylight conditions. For the small class room 
which may be partly darkened a Combined Balopticon 
is useful for projecting photographs, magazine pic- 
tures or other opaque objects as well as lantern slides. 





is gee you thought about a Home 
Balopticon for a Christmas 
gift for the entire family ? \IJt 
projects your snapshots, book or 
magazine pictures, art reproduc- 
tions, etc. Just the thing to show 
your friends the “evidence” of your 
fishing or other vacation trip. 








Let Us Tell You About These Useful Instruments 





720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 








Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 
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' "Sunday School - - 
Record and Class Books 


Eureks Loose Leaf 
Sunday School Record 
. Revised Edition Arranged by Chas. Reiner, Jr. 
A Time Saver for the Busy Secretary 


Hundreds of ¢chools have adopted our foose- leaf 
secretary’s record because it gives in compact form 
the necessary information. It is the most practical 
record on the market. Can be used foreither graded 
or ungraded schools. It takes care of every depart- 
ment, {rom Beginners’ to Adult. 


Condenses Record and Lessens Labor 
for the Secretary 


Some or the unique features are the loose-leat rec- 
ord of attendance by departments; also regular and 
missionary offerings. After the first year you need 
only purchase the year’s supply of leaves. -Sample 
sheet sent upon request. 


ee 





SUNDAY SCHOOL 











Prices 
Binder and one year’s supply of leaves, post- 
GUE ss 6.4 HGS © Sete 0 6.6.0 0 
Set of 52 leaves, or one year’s supply, post- 
Pe Ce ee 6 Cte + Ee Vet en 








$1.50 
-75 

















Meyer’s Paramount Secretary’s Record 


Contains a condensed report for each Sunday of attendance, collections, and otherimportant items 
of record, and a register of the membership of the school, with space for recording individual 


attendance. 
No. 1, For 15 classes, postpaid .. 2.2 2 ee ee ee eee ee eee $ .50 
No, 2. For 25 classes, Postpaid a Se eo a ae ee a ee 80 
Ne. 3. For sociasses, postpaid .. 0. cee ce eee eee eee. 1.25 


Stover’s 
Efficiency Class Book 


Published in three sizes. Cut leaf necessitat- 
ing the writing of names but once a year. Two 
new forms and a collection envelope have been 


Meyer’s Paramount 
Teacher's Class Book 
No.1, Dozen, postpaid . 60 ce 
Contains space for 24 names, with A a 
record for an entire year at one opening, necessi- 





a but one Renta . added. 
Ne. 2. | ye deca tn | + No. 1, 20names,each. . 5 cents 
Pencils attached, per doz- No. 2. 40 names,each, . . . 10 cents 
en additional ..... d No.3. 6onames,each. . . . 25 cents 
Write for 96-page catalog e 


516 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 


STOCKTON PRESS 
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ickened 
as one is carried throughsthe, ssee S pan 
trayed. Each verse is “counted a string 
in -the--harp,.and-sends forth its. gloom- 
dispelling. music in an unforgettable way, 
with precious comfort and rm but lev-) 
ing admonition, 


Crossroads to Childhood. By Anne Car- 
roll Moore. (George H. Doran Co., New 
York, $2, net.) Here is the third of a series 
of books about books by one widely rec- 
ognized as a foremost authority on chil- 
dren’s reading. In addition to thought- 
ful reviews of many of the recent books 
for children of all ages, usually illus- 
trated by brief quotations from the books 
themselves, there is special emphasis and 
information on books for “middle-aged” 
children, and a selection of more than one 
hundred of the best books for boys and 
girls between ten and twenty. Chris- 
tian parents will wish to read the de- 
scriptions carefully, as an unsound book 
is included now and then, but on the 
whole the selections made are remark- 
ably good. 


Nature Trails. By Dietrich Lange (D. 
Appleton and Co., New York, $2.) With 
an eye to see the ‘pleasant and interesting 
animal and plant life all around us, keen 
pleasure may be found in nature by the 
average busy adult or child. This book 
is both inspirational and informational, 
and covers a wide range of subjects, from 
the gray squirrels in the city park to 
the shy denizens of the deep wood, and 
from the little flower along the high- 
way to the giants of the forest. These 
sketches from the notebook of a true 
nature lover are almost as good as a 
ramble outdoors. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
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Just What You Have Been Looking For! 


Sunday School Literature 
True to the Christian Fundamentals 


THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE” SERIES 


stands for The Inspiration of the Bible, The Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
The Atoning Blood, Regeneration, The Victorious Life, 
The Second Premillennial Coming of Christ. 


Safe and Sane Clear and Clean 
Schools of many different denominations are using the entire line 


For Teachers and Scholars 
Samples and prices sent free upon request 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 





Quarterlies and Papers 




















When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 























WE NEED BOTH :— 


more Distributors and more Contributors to accomplish the 


WIDEST POSSIBLE DISTRIBUTION 
OF GIFT SCRIPTURES 


in Rural Districts, not reached by other agencies 
In October alone 57,328 Testaments, Gospels, and Portions were sent out 
through Volunteers in Homes, Schools, Hosnitals, Prisons, Lumber Camps, etc. 
15 Suapss.comt of she issippi received 31,545 ‘Fogeman vad G 
ee to. fe the Southern States. 26 other States 
received over 6,000 Testameni and 
South and Central Teaanens, G Indies, and Hawaii. 
A DISTRIBUTOR will sow Good Seed if it is “ the Word of God.” —Luke 8: 17 
AN INTERCESSOR can help in the Harvest through Prayer.—2 Cor. J: 1] 


A CONTRIBUTOR may for $20.00 furnish 300 Testaments and Gospels.— Phil. 4 : 17 


THE SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
No. 119 S. 4th Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Dependent upon Voluntary Contributions 


Remember. f zoe need chem in paws. Bopper genet weak: tn, 2000, 0p wecibe ot ence Ser 
Sample of Gospel Mark. [bustrated with <4 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: You will help me, I 
know. I thought I was a Christian, when 
suddenly I found that my heart was sinful, 
that I desired what God had not given, that 
I had a carnal heart. It hit me so hard, as 
I was so sure I was doing right. I was in 
bondage of mind that affected my body too, 
and made me feel so impure. I was about 
crazy. I prayed and prayed, but whenever 
anyone even hinted that I was evil, I re- 
sented it and tried to cover it up. I tried 
and prayed to forgive anyone doubting my 
purity, but acted just the opposite, and at 
last I could not make myself forgive, al- 
though I knew I was in the wrong. I read 
The Sunday School Times, and other re- 
ligious books, and studied the New Testa- 
ment which only convicts me like a two- 
edged sword. I wish to confess, but my heart 
fears to do so. I feel I have beert a hypo- 
crite in my relation to the church, although 
I love Jesus and know I cannot live without 
God. I feel that an unclean spirit has pos- 
session of my body. Pray for me that I may 
look to Jesu only and have faith in him who 
has power over every demon, and that God 
will soiten this heart of stone—TROUBLED 
ONE. 

Y DEAR GIRL: “Knowledge is 

power,” and half of your trouble 
is mastered when you acknowledge your 
fault. . Now go all the way and con- 
fess your sins.. Let the evil one know 
that- you are in deep earnest contrition, 
and that you will forsake your sins, and 
sincerely turn to God, and follow him, — 
not in good works alone, but in sincerity 
of heart, —and that you determine not 
to follow after the suggestions of the 
evil mind, but that you are in very truth 
giving yourself unreservedly to your Sav- 
iour. 

The reading of religious books and 
papers and the Bible is fine for you, 
but you must remember that these alone 
cannot do the work. It is “with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). If you 
have been wrong, as you now say, come 
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world aie thiit as for you, you will | 
serve sthe® Lord Lord “aiid him only. Then 
you will know the blessedness of the re-. 
lationship -of a child of God, forgiven-and 

adopted into the family of God. Don't 

prolong the life of separation’ from him, 

for only in him can the peace and “joy 

the heart craves be found. Be courage- 

ous* in doing your part, and rest assured 

God will “abundantly pardon,” and give 

you power to live the victorious life. 


SO UTH WESTERN 
PRESBYTERIAN SANATORIUM 


Annuity Bonds 
From 6% to 9% 


A WAY to help in the crusade against tuber- 


culosis. 
A MEANS to help a Christian institution. 
AN OPPORTUNITY for a large yet safe 


return on your investment. 














Details on application 
REV;> HUGH A. COOPER, President 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 








BEST HOTEL VALUE IN NEW YORK | 


Gregorian 335 


35 ST. 


LARGE COOL ROOM AND BATH — 
53,00 per pay 2 PERSONS °59° per DAY 
‘HOME COOKING LUNCH 50 DINNER 1.25 
DIGNIFIED HOTEL CATERING TO REFINED CLIENTELE 
ESPECIALLY LADIES TRAVELLING ALONE 








SEND 50c FOR 


New Dispensational Chart 


Size, 10 in. x 28 in., on India paper 
Rev. G. A. GRISWOOD 
3956— 30th St., San Diego, Calif. q 














“The Forgotten Birthday ” 
A story by S. B. Grace 


De Luxe Brochure-Booklet-Limited Edition. 
Cover design by Ortlip 


Showing how far we are drifting from the real 
Christmas spirit. 35 cts. each - 3 for $1.00. Postp’d. 


Suitable as gifts for, scholars and friends. 
Reminds folks of “‘ HIS BIRTHDA 


BIBLE TRUTH BUREAU 
P. O. Box 251 - River Edge, N. J. 


PASTORS ! 


We pay the highest prices for books and sets 
you wish to dispose of. We buy, sell and ex- 
change. Buy your Christmas needs from us at 
lowest prices. Bibles, Testaments, books, etc. 
Ask for Catalogues and Special Bargain Lists. 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBL. CO. : 
208 Pearl St. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


“A Whole Year for 31.001 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Nativ> 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
rted for from.77 cents to $2.00 a week. $40 to $100 
or a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton. Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, We Y., forsfree 
literature. 


TRACTS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
| pon god packace. 25c. 
FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT. LEAGUE 
1333 Fifth St. Muskegon Heights, Mich. 


Be a help to your ‘Church. 
Piay. the Piano or begs 


Send for free samp COUR 


Dept. S. 1, Falls Village, 
Course cov- 


BIBLE SEMINARY AT HOME ooiicbinic, 
Public Speaking, Exegesis, Homiletics, etc., leading to 


raduation, Announcements. Write. The Chancel or, 
ike’s Peak Bible Seminary, Manitou, Colo, 
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BRON ZETABLETS 





(Dept. 9). S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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Your Christmas Giving 
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S THE season of the year approaches 

when we rejoice to make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus, 
Christ, Sunday School Times readers may 
find suggestive the following channels for 
Christmas giving: 


American-European Fellowship 
supports seven missionaries and workers 
in Central Europe in relief work among 
the members of the body of Christ. 
Particularly needy are many pastors, 
evangelists, and Bible teachers. Gifts 
may be sent to Mr. Edward A. Steele, 
Treasurer, 704 Schaff Building, Phil- 
adelphia. Warm clothing and_ service- 
able shoes are greatly needed. These 
should ‘be shipped care of the Friends’ 
Committee, 1521 Cherry Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 

Gospel and relief work, international and 
interdenominational, among the two mil- 
lion lepers scattered throughout the 
world. Gifts may be sent to William M. 
Danner, Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 


Arousiag Stepanian ¢ 
the little Armenian refugee, who escaped 
the Turkish deportations, and captivity of 
the Arabs, and whose early schooling at 
the American School for Girls in Constan- 
tinople was provided for by readers of The 
Sunday School Times. Arousiag is now in 
America, preparing for missionary service 
among her people, and you may share in 
the further training of “our little Arme- 
nian sister” by sending contributions to 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia, marked, “For 
Arousiag.” 
The Belgian Gospel Mission ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors, 
who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 
gelistic representatives in Belgium, con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-school work in that coun- 
try. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 323- 
327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


The Business Men’s Council of the 

Pocket Testament League, Inc. 
is conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
meetings in industrial plants, and is dis- 
tributing Testaments to thousands of 
workers in the mills of industrial centers. 
T. Edward Ross, Treasurer, 710 Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia. 

Christian Life Literature Fund 
distributes books and leaflets on the fun- 


damentals of the Christian life, and the. 


Director writes letters of spiritual coun- 
sel to inquiring Christians all over the 
world. The work is dependent upon vol- 
untary offerings. Checks should be made 
payable to the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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TREASURE 
for Bible Lovers 


Be pens RES are not always made up 
of gold and precious stones so that 
“thieves break in.’ For defenders of 
the faith, for Bible students and lovers, 
there is no greater treasure than a clear 
unfolding of the Apocalypse. The author 
of this treasureful book writes with an 
easy charm, and you will enjoy every 
minute of reading it. It combines easy 
reading, a beautiful binding, an author 
who has mastered the original languages 
of the Scriptures, and a new but sound 
approach to an absorbing study. 


The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ 
By WILLIAM T. McKNIGHT, D.D. 


The author has mastered the art of combining 
deep learning with ability to interest and grip 
the reader.— The Sunday Schoot Times. 

I have been tly refreshed by it.—Professer 
J. Gresham Machen, D.D. 

The orthodox reader will rejoice in his con- 
clusions and the modernist will have difficulty 
in controverting them.— United Presbyterian. 

You have followed a sound and wholesome 
line.—A. 7. Robertson. 

A work that the unlettered, average man 
can ay understand and enjoy.—Chréstian 
Standard. 3 


Price only $3.00 postpaid 
HAMILTON BROTHERS 
103 Hamilton Place, - +. = - Boston 


Evangelical Theological College, Dallas, Tex., 


The Great Commission Prayer League 


Million Testaments for China Campaign 


- Campaign, 119 South Fourth Street, Phil- 


Missionary Book Fund 


Missionary Subscription Fund 














provides a thorough training for the min- 
istry, which aims at the highest standards 
of expository preaching in the power and 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit. Wil- 
liam S. Mosher, Treasurer, Dallas, Texas. 


is a faith movement of intercession, a 
center for the world-wide-distribution of 
leaflets on evangelism and the spiritual 
life. Its headquarters are at 88 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. : 


An unusual opportunity” to help give a 
million copies of the New Testament to the 
people of China in this time of crisis. Each 
15 cents sends a cloth bound Testament: 
$150 will send one thousand Testaments; 
$15 will send one hundred Testament. ; 
$7.50 will send fifty Testaments. Gifts 
may be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, or to Mr. John G. Harris, 
Treasurer, Million Testaments for China 


adelphia. 


To make possible the distribution of 
sound and helpful books among mission- 
aries, the Missionary Book Fund has been. 
maintained for several years by volun- 
tary contributions of readers and friends 
of The Sunday School Times. Funds are 
needed to complete the payment for the 
free distribution (already made) of a 
twenty thousand copy edition of J. H. 
Smeeton’s booklet on reading the Bible 
through “Once a Year,” and to fill the 
many requests that come from mission- 
aries unable to purchase books for them. 
selves. Contributions should be designated 
“Missionary Book Fund,’ and should be 
addressed to The Sunday School Times, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


supplies missionaries and Christian 


_ 
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workers in both foreign and home fields 
with free subscriptions to The Sunday 
School Times. It is kept up by voluntary 
contributions from readers and friends of | 
The Sunday School Times. Two dollars | 
a year sends one copy to a foreign mis- | 
sionary, and $1.50 a year to a home mis- 


sionary within the bounds_of the United Ser seh eh rah 200 20 


States and its territories. Contributions 
should be designated ‘‘Missionary Sub- | 
scription Fund” and should be sent to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 323- 
327 N. Thirteenth’ Street, Philadelphia. 


Near East Relief 


is greatly in need of funds for taking 
care of the Armenian and Greek refugee 
orphan children in Greece, Syria, and 
other points of the Levant. Checks may 
be sent to 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


The Pioneer Mission Agency ~ 


has been used, under God, in a remark- 
able way to survey the missionary needs 
of the long-neglected Indian tribes ot 
Mexico, Central America, and South 
America, and in stimulating Christians 
on ‘both sides of the Atlantic to occupy 
hitherto untouched fields. Gifts will be 
used to maintain the work of further 
exploration and co-operation with exist- 
ing mission boards, and in the publication 
and circulating of reports of the work. 
The Treasurer is B. F. Culp, 80-83 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


The Scripture Gift Mission 


supplies missionaries and Christain work- 
ers, at home and in heathen lands, with 
free grants of attractively illustrated 
Scriptures for distribution among those 
who are too poor to purchase the Word of 
God. R. B. Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 
South Fourth -Street, Philadelphia. 


The Victorious Life Testimony 


at whose conferences the message of “The 
Life that is Christ’ is preached has been 
equipping and making ready Keswick, 
New Jersey, as a conference center and 
as a rest home for returned missionaries 
and other Christian workers. Gifts will 
be applied to the support of the current 
conference work of the Testimony, for 
further equipment for Keswick, and to 
the stimulating of prayer groups in com- 
munities, churches, and colleges, and for 
the necessary clerical assistance for 
these activities. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 
80-83 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Wheaton College 


—a standard American coeducational 
college where the fundamentals of the 
faith are honored, and strong collegiate 
standards maintained. J. Oliver Buswell, 





The SUPREME GIFT 

















gift of an Oxford Bible gives keen-joy on Christmas Day, and comfort, 


inspmation, and guidance in all -the-days to come. t.is the 


nd 
on the title assures highest grade 
the text, and reasonableness of price. 


is 
The choice of a Bible with Oxford 


materials and workmanship, accuracy in 


of 
OXFORD BIBLES ARE BETTER BIBLES 


Oxford Children’s Bible 

200 4.000 Quoions and Anewete Clear ai 
pronouncing lye. French Morocco binding. Size 

Oxford Older Folk’s Bible 
An entirely new edition, with extra large self-pr 
Nex5 76 i eins Nor o1ess. $6.00 


Oxford S. S. Teacher’s Bible 


With 300 pages of teacher’ . Printed i 
heavy black-faced type. French Morocco bind- 
ing. Size 714x5 in No. 04453. $4.35 


OXFORD 


At all Booksellers or the Publishers 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
34 WEST THiRTY-THIRD STREET, NEW YORK 


Scofield Reference Bible 
A welcome gift to any Bible reader. Has hel 
on the where needed. Black-faced type. 
French Morocco binding. Size 7x4% inches. 
No. 53. $5.50 
Oxford Pocket Bible 
Clear, black-faced type, Bible. Very compact 
andlight. Printed on Oxford India French 
Mereceo binding. Size Seu Seats, inches. 
No. 0113x. $3.00 
Oxford Home Bible 
An extra large Bible, with 24 beautiful colored 
illustrations Family Register. French Mo- 
rocco binding. Size 944x534 inches. 
No. 02608. $6.50 


BIBLES 
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B.D., President, Wheaton, IIL. 
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The Six Miracles of Calvary 


By the late Bishop William R. Nicholson 


A series of six gripping and 


illuminating articles which 


. will appear in the next six issues of 


MOODY unit. 


MONTHLY 


The first article, entitled 


The Miraculous Darkness 


appears in the November issue. The Special Christmas 


Issue will contain the 


The Rending 


second of the series, 


of the Veil 


These articles are for the first time offered to the public, and 
are some of the most spiritually stimulating and enjoyable articles 
we have ever published 


They will bring you some of the most profound truths 
centered around the death and resurrection of our Lord. 


To Read One is to Want All 


The complete series in six issues, $1.00 


Moody Bible Institute Monthly, 150 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


ee ee ee ee ee 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Please enter my subscription for the ‘‘ Six Miracles of Calvary” 
I enclose $1.00. 


series. 
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Here’s where $1.25 walks off 
with two valuable gifts, 


and does real ser- 
vice for Christ 























$1.29 Vin put Lhe King’s Business, with its cheery, 


helpful, spiritual message, into the home of your friend twelve times a year 








NOW GET THIS! 








AND 





CAN’T BEAT .IT! 











A copy of the newest book of Christian fiction, ‘‘THE BETRAYAL OF JEAN 
WHITNEY,” a fascinating story by Keith L. Brooks, a clever answer to Evo- 
lution and Rationalism. This book Absolutely Free--the biggest premium 
value ever offered by The King’s Business. Can be sent to separate address 
if desired. Gift cards bearing sender’s Greetings enclosed free. 





Editor-in-Chief 
Dr. John M. MacInnis, 
Says: 

*‘We have no sympathy 
with shallow sentences 
that carry no burning con- 
victions. The King’s Busi- 
ness aims to give a clear, 
ringing testimony for the 
Word of God.’’ 





ORDER NOW 


Instruct us when to 
mail gifts and what 
to write on greeting 
cards. If sending 
outside U. S. add 25 
cents to the price. 








Managing Editor 
Keith L. Brooks, 


_ Says: 


“In warning of error we 
desire the triumph of 


‘tryth, rather than the 


downing of an opponent. 
We seek to be fair and to 
avoid unchristian thrusts 
which drive men away 
from truth.” 


THE KING’S BUSINESS 


536-558 SOUTH HOPE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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